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N GREAT BRITAIN, less is known of Nova Scotia, than 
of any other Colony she possesses. Many persons suppose, 
that the only value of the Province, consists in the shelter i 
its various bays and harbours afford the Navy; that the/ 
toast is thinly inhabited by fishermen ; and that the| 
Interior, is a stpny sterile region, incapable from the pover-i 
ty of the spil, and inclemency of the climate, of yielding a\ 
sufficient retprn, to repay the labour and expense of cultiva- 
tion. Some admit that there is a little good land oh the 
banks of the rivprs emptying into the Bay of Fundy, but 
all condemn the climate in the most unqualified manner, and 
the soil with little exception. The object of this work is to 
dispel these errors and to give a true description of its climate 
and productions, its agriculture and trade, its public institu- 
tions and laws, &c. &c. A residence of more than fifteeji 
years in the country, and repeated journeys into the interior, 
have made the Author sufficiently acquainted with these 
particulars^ and great pains have been taken to render the 
work concise, yet not too general ; correct, yet not too minute. 
To those whp have friends or relations resident in Nova 
Scotia, it may be interesting to know something of the coun- 
try they inhabit, and to those about to emigrate to America, 
who, when they change their country, would wish to continue 
tbcir allegiance to their natural and lawful Sovereign, it may 
be useful to know, that if Nova Scotia possess not throughout, 
an equal fertility of soil, ivitli the Ohio, Kentucky, &c. it has 
pf)t their local fevers, and epidemical disorders , that if it pro- 



duce not so much per acre, it has a better and readier mar» 
ket ; and finally, that if they should find change of place, 
not producing a corresponding change of fortune, their Ver 
turn to their native land, is not for ever precluded by those 
formidable mountains, those immeasurable wilds, those 
unbridged rivers, and those weary journeys, which, in 
the interior of the United States, form the barriers of a 
frightful prison, that incarcerates the unhappy exiles for 
life.* Should the following pages be the meaps of prevent- 
ing anr persons from emigrating to Nova Scotia, who have 
been deceived by misrepresentations as to the state of the 
country, and suppose it to be more rich, more fertile, or more 
populous, than it really ig, or should they induce others to 
choose it as their place of abode in preference to adding to^ 
the wealth and strength of a country, the natural rival of 
<?reat Britain, then the Author will be fully compensated fof, 
his trouble, and his labour wi}l not have been in vgin. 

Halifax^ 1 Mfirch, 1823^ 



* It was designed by the Author, that this Book should 
have been printed in England, but circumstances have occur- 
red to suspend, for the present, that intention. This fact will 
account for many observations and passages in the course of 
the work, which, were they confined to the limits of Kova 
Scotia, .might be deeojed unnecessary and tedious. The 
following works have been consulted by the Author, who 
has in some instances eiftracted entire paragraphs froij^ 
ihem. — 

Charlevoix, Jefferson's Notes on Vir-) 

Abbe Rayn^l, ginia, y 

Bowes' Lex Mercatoria, ) Provincial Laws, 

i(Title Nova ScQtia,) \ Robertson's History of A- ) 
History of Penob>scott &I merica, V 

Acadie, J Bromley's Pamphlets on the 

Lockwood's brief descrip- ) Indians, 

tion of Nova Scotia, y American Historical GoUec- 
Journals of the House of > tions, 

Assembly, $ Morse's Geography^ 

Belknapp's Hist, of New- > Guthrie's do. 

Hampshire, ) &c. &c, &c, 



CHAPTER I. 

A Sketch of the rhanges Xova Scotia undirtoirii htlixetn fki 
^iscov^ry of tht Country and the year 1 758 when the Jirsl 
General Assembly met at Halifax i 

jiJO Part of the British American Settlements, had 6cca* 
^^ sioned so many contests, or has been so often granted and 
purchased, conquered and ceded, as Nova Scotia. It ha^ 
neen several tiroes alternately possessed by the French and 
English 5 the former claiming it by priority of possession, 
fhe latter by discovery* It was originally i-egarded by the 
JEnglish as part of Cabot's discovery of Terra Nova ^ and 
was afteritards comprehended within the boundary of a 
large portion of America called North Virginia. The first 
settlement of the French in Acadia was made at a very early 
fttfidd, being four years before the Smallest hut was erected 
iji Caii^da. In 1603, Monsieur Dc Monts was ordered by 
Henry the fourth of France to explore the country and select 
a suitable place for settlement. De Monts, after having met 
ti^ith many disasters incident to a Navigation, where there 
Were no cnarL5 to direct, and where the shoals, banks and 
harbours were totally unknown, completed his examination 
<5f the eastern, southern, and western coasts. Instead of fix- 
ing towai*ds the east of the peninsula, where the emigrants 
would have had larger seaS, and easy navigation, and an 
excellent cod fishery, he chose a small bay, afterwards called 
the French Bay, which had none of these advantages. It 
has been said, that he was induced by the beauty of Port 
Royal, where a thousand ships may ride in safety from every 
wind, where there is an excellent bottom, at all times four or 
five fatbom of water, and eighteen at the entrance. It is miost 
j5f6bable that he was led to chuse this situation, from its vi- 
cinity to the couhtries abounding in furs. This conjecture 
ik confirmed by the following circumstance ; that the first 
ifionopolizers took the utinost pains to divert the attention 
cT their countrymen, whom restlessness or necessity brought 
itito these regions, from clearing the woods, breeding cattle, 
ifshing, and from every kind of culture, choosing rather to 
engage the industry of these adventurers, in hunting or in 
trading with the savages. Port Royal therefore, since called 



Annapolis, soon became the Capittil pf all the French settle* 
ments in the Province. In these voyages of discovery, the 
object pursued by the Sovereign was dominion^ but gain 
stimulated the subjects. Asa compensation for this hazard- 
pus enterprise, and important service, the King of France 
made a grant to De Monts, of all the country from the 40th to 
the 48th degree of northern latitude. This Territory had 
the general appellation of New France, or Acadia, and is 
the same which was afterwards called Nova Scotia, compre- 
hending the present Province of that name. New Brunswick, 
and Cape Breton. The French however were prevented by 
the English settlers from crossing the Kenebec river. Thus 
by the extreme points of national strength and exertion, a 
boundary seemed to be settled, not as the line of peace and 
concord, but as the place of future controversies. All the 
lands from the river Kenebec to the Narragansett country, 
being granted to the company called the Council for the 
affairs of New England, and being reduced to possession un- 
der the grants of that c6mpany, assumed the name of New 
England by common consent. It is singular that the off- 
spring of these two rival nations, no longer acknowledge.' 
their former patrons. New France belongs to Great Britain, 
and New England is an independent state. The French 
have preserved in their records a great variety of incidents, 
which took place while they were in the progress of disco- 
vering and settling Acadia. A minute detail of all these 
events, so similar to the early history of most of the Ameri- 
can Colonies, would not be interesting to every reader, and 
from the circumstantial detail, with which they are related, 
would far exceed the limits of this chapter, which is designed, 
rather as a sketch of the political changes of the country, 
than a history of its settlement. In 1618^ Sir Samuel Argall, 
then Governor of Virginia, made a cruising voyage along 
tlie coast, as far north as Cape Cod. There he was inform- 
ed of De Monts' Fort at Port Royal, in the south* west part 
of Acadia, which he soon afterwards conquered and 
destroyed. About this period, Sir Ferdinand Gorges, Presi- 
dent of the New England Company, recommended to Sir 
William Alexander, to procure from the English Government 
a particular grant of New France, or of a portion of that 
country to the northward of their Patent. Sir William, 
accordingly applied, and obtained it of King James the first 



in 1621, and named the tcrritorj contained in his gran? 
"Nova Scoiia. The next year he ^ent a ship with passengers 
to sortie there, but it being late in the autumn, they were 
compelled to winter in Newfoundland, and to wait until the 
next season, before they could get away. As soon fts the 
weather permitfced they set sail, and landed in what thejr 
afterwards called Luke's Bay. Owing to various misfortunes 
and difficulties, this attempt to colonize the country proved 
abortive. Sir William Alexander, but little affected by the 
disasters attending this expectation, published a very flatter- 
ing description of the country, on .his return to Europe, and 
placed it in so favourable a view, that his Sovereign created 
a new order, called the Knights of Nova Scotia, to facilitate 
its plantation.* He attempted to make another settlement 
in 1630, but out of seventy Scotchmen whom he had sent to 
Port Royal, thirty died during the following winter, for want 
of accommodation. There was afterwards another grant 
made of the northern part of this country to Sir David KirU, 
which 'was purchased by the king of France for the sum of 
j£5000. Sir William, some time afterwards, sold his proper- 
ty to Claude De La Tour, a French Nobleman. By the 
treaty of St. Germains in 1632, Acadia was relinquished by 
the English, and La Tour became dependent on the French 
gQvernment. Wishing to strengthen his title, La Tour ob- 
tained a grant from the king of France, of the bay and. river 
St. Croix, the islands and lands adjacent, twelve leagues upon 
the sea, and twenty Jeagues .into the land : also a grant of 
the Isle of Sables 5 another of ten leagues upon the sea, and 
ten into the land, atjLa Have; another at Port Royal of the 
same extent ; and o%e at Menis ; with all the adjacent islands 
itVcluded in each gra#t. 

The French being now in possession, by purchase and 
treaty, re-established their former settlements with great ac- 
tivity, and sent out a considerable number of emigrants w^ith 
very ample equipments. A strong fort was erected at La 
Have, and the fortifications at Port Royal were enlarged and 
rebuilt, A person by the name of Daunley, having obtained 

* A copy of one of ih'ese fiingiilar grants vf a Barony^ with its 
casllcft^ iprrers and forlifirationff^ in the then unexplored fore^is 
of Xfiva Scotia^ will be found in. the miscellaneous chaj)lcr^at 
the end of this work^ 



a' Very extensive grant of Acaoie from the French govei*h-^ 
mer-t, and a coranussion of commander in chief over .he conn-' 
trjy: 2'»L r-ail from France witli a great force, ,uad a large 
aoioiin^ of property, in merchandi.>c, suitable fur the tr?bde 
with the Indians. Darnlsy had scarcely arrive-: uhere^when 
La Tour, considering him as an intruder upon his.r o^ .v.s;siqns,. 
declared war against hiia. Various were the harac . and 
skirmishes betwreen these two petty territorial Ioini^, i/ui va- 
rious the success. La Tour generally proVcd the wcilier, 
and was fmaliy ro^ited, his fort destroyed, and all his pro- 
perty to^ the amount of i^l 0.000' carried oit by his successful 
livaL Daunlcy died soon after his victory, and La Tour 
married his widow,. and thereby bccai»€ reinvested with the 
possession and title of Nova Scotia. 

Oliver Cromwell in 1654, spi\t a force under the comiimnd 
©f a MajoF Sedje worth to dislodge tl^c Frcucli from Poi-t 
Royal, which he effected, and took j ossession> c»f the whole- 
Gotmtry for the British novcrnmont. After this (•onq^cst, 
Cfearles De St. E&dna or Estienn<*, s'^n <uid heir to Claude 
. De La Tour, wnt to* England, and on making out his litle ta 
Nova Scotia, iin'Ter Sir William Alexander, thea Earl of 
Stirling, Cromwcil allowed his claim. On the l^wentieth of 
September 165G, St. Estin'i sold and cori\^eycd his property 
kv the Slid country, to Sir Thomas Temple and Willian^ 
Browne, who divided their purchase by deed of partition.- 
Sir Thomas afterwards, in the year 166-2, obtained a patent 
for it from the crown, not only for the territory, ])trt for the 
goverrancnt thereof, duringhis natural life, and the sole mo-' 
nopoly of the fishery and trade with the Indians. He did not 
however long continue to enjoy his property and privilogeSy 
for by the treaty of Breda in 1 667, this country was again 
ceded tto the French, and in 1670 the possession was deliver- 
ed' to* tsihem by Sir Thomas, pursuant to the said treaty^, and 
in obedience to the express orders of the Earl ©f Arlington,, 
then secretary of state. The sum of £16,200 was stipulated 
to be paid him, in recorapence for his disbursements in^build- 
ihg^ forts, maintaining garrisons^ and for debts due him fi-oi:n 
the natives, but this amount was never p^fd to him by the 
court of Fratice. In 1 690, on the 28th of April, Sir Willinm^ 
PKpps, by Oi'dcr of the Massachusetts' government, fitted 
0ut an* expedition for the reduction of this country, which he 
tffected without much, loss, and having appointed a Gavernor^ 



it 

he rpturned to New England, on the 30th of May follQvringp 

The English rciaaincd masters of Acadia till 1697, when, by 

the u-eaiy of Uyswick, it was oure more restored to the 

J'rcuch. By this ireuly the t'rencltand English attempted t<^ 

<?sta.blish a boMndary line between New England and Acadia* 

The eastern Ixmndary ot the JJriiish duiiiiiions v. as fixed at 

the river St. Croix, but still it reriniaijjefl a i|uestion »vhich of 

^vvo rivers tl4> was, ^»('ln Fn^x-i cnnioaucd, tJial t lie river 

jiow lyin.:; gn thceasf sid? o1" tho sclienicnt of St. Andi*ew.s>,. 

called iVlMfeaga^.l&iwick, was tho boundary; Ijiu the English 

eontentlcd for o. ar^c and respectable stream, twenty leagues 

^ast of that, whicii is aow called tin' ^H. JolinV. The truth 

was, that when the French landed ou the vveiL])ank of what 

is now the iiay j l Fnudy, i\M:\ crecLc. o croso on the 
111 »'* 

iaiuJe ajid gave the w hole couimy ih* r.-.iinc oUhc Holy CrosSf • 
TJu^ rivers had iiO name at tlial tijne, I ut 5uch as ivere exr 
pressed in tho In- 'in lan^'iiaii'iv and ilirrefurc among the 
Europeans, t he j. toes the grf^neral nin'^j of tlic country, ancJ 
were all call d Sf*.Cr')ix. Tidr- =11! jec li.is silice })rove:] a 
fruitliii sourcv oj diaseaiioru hi 1 1 J ", -Vova Saotiu was agam 
re/GOjEiquered by the ftncus 4»i Her TJr'tannic Majesty Qu^eu 
AittKe^^Jciitfroj'i^^ew Eiifcland un^jei the command oi General 
NicTiols<^^n5 aiid by the treaty oi Hirecht hi 1712, if wasfmaL 
ly ce<-led and secufed to Great. Britain, artd has ever shice 
^continued in her possession* ^y ihat event, the court of 
Vcrsaiies wr.s for ever depri\ ed *>f "> colony, of which it had 
iicver known the vahie. The Acr^diaris, vv ho m submitting 
tii a new yoke, had sworn ne^er to bear arms against their 
former standard^, were called the Froich itcutrals. Th«re 
v/ere tw elve or tbirtee]Fi hiuiidre<l of tlicm :>cttlcd in ihe capi- 
tal, ti»e rc>i were disf>ersed in the nrifhljorj-in^; country. No 
raag.istraie v. r > ever set over them, and they were never ac- 
quainted witii the laws of England. No rents or taxes of 
any kind w^ero exacted from thcnx. Tlieir former sovereign 
had relinquished aijd forgot thein, and their new on« was a 
totai stranger to theni. From this period, Annapolis contlr 
fitiiDd to be the capital of the country until 1749, when the 
seat of government was rerapyed to Halifax. At this time 
Crreat Britain perceived of what consequence the possession 
of A-cadia might be tQ her commerce^. Th« peace, which 
necessarily left a great ntamber of men without employment, 
^nished an opportunity, by the disbanding of the troops. 
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for peopling and cultivating the vast and fertile t^rvitory, 
Ti*« British ministry, offered pnrticMlar advantages to all 
who would go over and settle there. They engaged to ad? 
vance, or reimburse the expenses of passage, to build houses^ 
to furnish all the necessary instruments for lishing or -agricul-^ 
ture, and to defray the expences of subsistence for the first 
year- They also offered grants qf land, the cjuantity of 
which was apportioned, according to the rank or fatnily of 
the emigrant. These encouragements determined 3,75Q per- 
sons, in the morith of May 174'9, to emigrate to Nova Scotia.^ 
The new cplqny wa$ intend e^ to forn^ an establishment to 
the south«east of ffdva Scotia, in a place which the Indians, 
had fornaerly called ChebuclQ, b\3t the English I^alifax. 
This situation was preferred to several others, where the soil 
was better, for the sake qf establishing in its neighbourhood 
an excellent cod fishery, and fortifying one of the bcggt har-^ 
bours xt\ America, But as it was the spot most fiivourable^ 
for the chase, the English were o,bliged to dispute the posses- 
sion with the R^ickmac Indians, who mostly frequented^it. 
These savages, instigated, as \yas supposed, by the French ' 
neutrals, defended with obstinacy a territpry they held from 
nature, and it was not until after very groat losses, that the 
English drove t)\em out of their former himting grounds. . 
Halifax will alvyays continue to be the principal place of the 
Provii^ce, an advantage it Qwes to the encouragement lavish- 
ed upon it by the mother country, The Sum expended upon 
this settlement for several years anK)unted to more than 
£3937 IQ per anpum. Such favours were not ill besto'vv- 
ed upon a place, which from its situation, is the natural ren- 
dezvous of both the land and sea forces, which Great Britain 
is obliged to niaintain there, as well for the defence of her 
fisheries, and the protection of the West India Iskods, as. 
for the purpose of supporting her connections with ^he Ca- 
nadas. About this time, considerable agitation was disco- 
vered among the neutral French', tjie hostility of the Indians 
cqntinued unabated, and ^•epcated outrages were conimitted 
by their jpint exertions upon the English settlers. The 
French, whose manners were/ so simple, and who enjoyec^ 
such liberty, entertained scripns apprehensions, that their in-»^ 
dependence would be materially aflfected or abridgqd, by 
the introduction of these new colonists. - To this akrm they 
addc(^ the fear of having their religion endangered. Th^ir. 
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Priests, cither heated ty their own enthusiasm, or secretly Ixit 
5>tigateci by the Gpvernprs olCiiijntta, persuaded thein to credit 
evjLi'y thing they chose tp suggest agjiinst the finglish, whom 
they called! heretics. This ^vord, >vhich has so powerful an 
influence on drluc|ed minds, impelled some to secret acts of 
violence, and determined others to quit their habitations, and 
remove tp Canada, where thev were offered lands. The 
constant statp of irpitation in whicfi they kept the Indians, 
and the extreme aversion which they manifested tp the Eng- 
lish, inducpd the British government to adopt the severe re- - 
solution of sending them out .of the country* under a pretext 
of exacting a renewal of the oath, which they had taken at 
the time of their becoming English subjects, they assembled 
a number of them together at different posts, and when they 
had secured them, immediately embarked them.on board of 
ships, which conveyed them to the Mississippi and Louisiana. 
Transporting them like convicts to a distant clime was per- 
haps unnecessary, and certainly injurious to these unfortui 
pate people; Had more conciliatory measures befp used, a 
large industrious and useful population might have been sav- 
ed to the country. In 1784,. the colony was divided into 
three governments, and all that country to the north-west of 
ibrt Cumberland, was created a distinct province, and calkd 
New Brunswick. Cape Breton was also made a separate 
government. 



"y »'i 



* The rtmoxal of the French Neutrals forcibly reminds us 
of the pathetic lament of the Mantuan Shepherd^ when driven 
from his patrimony by the victorious soldiers of Augustus, 
O Lycida^ vivi pervenimiis^ advena nostri 
(Quod nunquam xeriti sumus) ut possessor ^gelH 
Dicer et : Horc mca sunt ; veteres migrate Qoloni* 
En unquam patrios longo post tempore fines ^ 
Pauperis et tuguri co7igestum cespite cuhnen^ 
Post aliquot mea regna v id ens mirabor aristas ? 
Impius hac tarn culla novalia miles habebit ? 
Barbarus has segetes ? 
lie mece^ fil^ quondam pecus^ ile cape^la* 
y^on ^^ vos poslhac^ viridi projectus in antro^ 
X^nmosSi pendere procul dt rupevidebo. 
C(irvfiina nulla canam^ 

Ut & 9th Eel. Virg, 



14 



The folbwing is a list of the Governors of Nova Scotia 
ice 1 76ft, at which time the jfirst General Assemliv ol ih'i 



fitnce 

Province met at Halifax* 

1758 Charles Lawrence, Es- 
quire, Governor, and 
Robt* Monkton, Lieu- 
' tenant-Governor, 
1761 Jonathan Belcher^ 
%76S Montagfic Wilmptt, 
1766 Beajamin Green, Admi- 

1766 Michael F|-ancklin, 

1767 Lord William Campbell, 
1767 Michael Francklin, (air 

sente* -CainpbeH,) 
nS3 Lord W^ Campbell, 



1772 

1773 
1776 

17i)l 

<7i;4 

1792 

ii;08 

l«12 
i::!7 



Michrtel Franckim, (ub- 
«ente ('ainpbeil,) 

Francis Legge, Enquire, 

Marriot \ r hi u hnot^ 

Sir Richard Mugliee, 

Sir Andrew IlnraifiQiidj 

John t^Jirr, 

Sir John VVontworth, 

Sir Geo. Prsvost, 

Sii" John C. ShiTbropkr. 

The Riuht Jii»n. Gto, 
Earl of J):illiousir, 

Sir Jame^ Krnipt. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Extent^ SitmUian^ Divisioii^ Gov^rvmsnt and Representation^ 

XrOVA SCOTIA lies within tlic 43d anr^ iCth degree of 
•^^ north latitude, and between the 61st and 67tli <iegrce of 
longitude, west from the Greenwich meridian. It is connec- 
ted with the body of North Anicrica bj a yarrow isthmus. 
By a fair computation it contains 15,017 f^quare miles, or^ 
9,994,880 acres. One-third of this superficies is occupied by 
lakes of various shapes and sizes, spread in all directions on 
the face of the peninsula. There is no point in the Province 
thirty miles from navigable water, it is about thr» e hundred 
miles in length, but of unequal 'i\ydt}i. TJic southern ninrv;»i 
is broken and rugged, with very prorainent features, 'lerp iiir 
dcntfi, and craggy islands, Tvith ledges inserted in the sea 
either formed by nature to resist the constant attacks of the 
Western Ocean, or more probably exposed by its action. 
The features of the northern coast are soft and free from 
rocks. It is bounded pn the north by part of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, which separates it from Prince Edward's Island j 
on the north-east by the Gut of Canso, which divides it an4 
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Countki^, 



Halifax, 





Cape Breton ; on the west by the Bay of Fundy and New 
Brunswick ; and on the south and touth-east by the Atlantic 
Ocean* 

Im luding Cape Breton, which i- iiow a part of the same 
govoi'MUieni., it is divided into ten counties. 

Towns thai send RepresentB^ 
tives to the House tfAsiemUji* 

Halifax, 

Truro, 

Lo[>dondcnyy 

Onslow, 

Lunenburg,* 

Amherst^ 
S Horton, 
\ . Comwallisy 
i Windsor, 
< Newport, 
f Falm.outb, 

AftnapoliSy 

I>igbyt 
GranvBle, 

Shelbume, 

Barrington, 

Yarmoath, 



Lunenbnrgv 
Cumberland, 

King's County, 
Hauti(, 



Annapdfis,, 



Shelburne, 

Sydney, 

Quecn^s County, 
Cape Breton. 



Liverpool* 



There are many other townships which do not send Repre^ 
sentatires to the Assembly, such as Rawdon, Douglas, ParrsH' 
bcro, Aylesford, Wilmot, Sherbrooke, Dalhousie, Clements, 
Clare, Tuskct, Chester, Antigonish, Guysboro, Arichat, &c# 
It is to be regretted that the representation is not more en- 
larged, not that the interests of those townships are neglected, 
but because the assembly is not composed of a sulRcieRt 
number of members. There are also districts or settlemcirts, 
which though comprehended in particular counties, are not 
coDtaincd in any township. The counties are not well divi- 
ded, some being disproportionably large. Halifax comity 
covers nearly one-quarter part of the Province, and Annapo^ 
lis county is about one hundr^ miles in length. From tnis 
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arrangomrnt jurors and witnci^scs sometimes experience much 
inconvenience, whose attenihinre is required at so great a 
distance from their homes. The diHiculty of aj)portioning 
the representation has in some instances obstructed a better 
division of the Province, Tt is the opinion of a gentleman of 
great information in the colony, that it would be advisable to 
form an entire new representation. He proposes that fifty 
persons .be elected by the Province at large, or in other 
words that every freeholder should vote for fifty members, 
who would not represent any particular county or town, but 
the whole country. This idea is novel and somewhat singu- 
lar, biit the plan has many advantages, it would destroy all 
local, partial, and conflictory interests, it would be the means 
of electing more suitable persons, and it would afford facili- 
ties of making many improvements in the country to which 
a jealousy of unequal representation is at present a barrier. 
Halifax chooses four coantj' and two to\vn members, all the 
other comities two, and the towns, mentioned in the foregoing 
table, one. The qualifications for a voter or representative, 
are either forty shillings, yearly income from real estate with- 
in the county or town, or a title in fee simple of a house and 
the ground on -which it stands, or one hundred acres of land, 
five of which must be under a state of cultivation, ^t is also 
requisite that this title be rpgistcred six months before th^ 
teste of the writ, unless it be by descent or devise. The 
whole' number thus elected as members of the House of As- 
sembly is forty-one. * - 

There were originally three sorts of governments establish- 
ed by the English on the continent of America ; Charter Go- 
vernments, such as those of Rhode Island, and Connecticut 
in New En2:land. Proprietory Governments, as Pennsyl- 
vania and Maryland ; and Royal Governments, as Nova 
Scotia. A Royal Government is immediately dependant 
upon the Crown, and the KiTig remains Sovereign of the 
country. He appoints the Governor and officers of state, 
and the people only elect the representatives as in England. 
The council in Nova Scotia is not an elective and representa- 
tive body, but is created by the Governor, who appoints for 
life,' and is at once a. privy council and legislative chamber, 
consisting of -twelve members. The legislature meets gene- 
rnllv in wiulpr, and continues the session from six to ten 
vecks. • It has the power' of making lt)cal ordinances not 
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irepugnant to the laws of England, and the King reserves the 
, right of disannulling any law within three years after its publi- 
caiion. The artificial refinements and distinctions incident to 
the property of the mother country, the laws of police and 
revenue, such especially as are enforced by penalty, the 
modes of maintenance for the cler2;.y, the jurisdiction of the 
spiritual courts, and a multitude of other provisions, are.nei- 
ther necessary nor convenient for such a colony, and there- 
fore are not in force there. The principal business of the 
legislature consists in investigating the public accounts, .and 
appropriating the revenue, which after the discharge of the 
civil list is chiefly applied to the improvements of roads and 
bridges, bounties for the encour:igeraent of agriculture, and 
sometimes for promoting- the fisheriest As its jurisdiction is 
confined to the limits of the Province, and as there are no 
direct taxes in the country, the, above mentioned biisines?, 
together with some acts or laws principally of a local nature, 
usually occupy their attention. Sometimes however, business 
of a more general interest comes before them, when tlie de- 
bates are often conducted with ability and spirit. The le- 
gislature contains some public speakers who would make a 
respectable appearance in the deliberate bodies of a much 
older country. The men of business both in. the council and 
assembly are chiefly lawyers. 

o 

CHAPTER III. 

Cltmafe^ lakes^ springs^ cascades^ natural and imported fruitSj 
hortulan, plants^ forest trtts^ mineral and fossil bodies^ wild 
animals^ birds ^ fishes ^instcts^ and disorders^ 

¥T has been the peculiar misfortune of this country, to be 
*- represented by every geographer or gazetteer who has 
written upon its climate, as a gloomy cloudy region, constant- 
ly enveloped in a dreary fog, which obscures the sun, and 
impedes vegetation.* Nothing can be more distant from the 
truth. This strange misrepresentation can only be account- 
ed for, by supposing that the information of these authors 

— ; — f - 

* In an anonymous description of J^'^ova Scotia published in 
Edinborough in the year 1787, the soil of t}\is ^country is repre^ 
sented to be in general loo spongy or, wet to beat* the foot of a 
man^unltss congealed by frost. 
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las* be^n derived from persons^ whose knowledge of tlieco«i!if' 
try cxteni^ed no further than Halifax, which, with two o^' 
three exceptions^ on the Atlantic skle of the Province, is the 
only place visited by fog. In th« interior, the aky 16 clear 
Sand serene the grfeate^t part of the year.^ The air is more 
temperate than- could be expected, f his arises as in. Scot- 
land, " partly from the variety of its hills, valleys, riversy 
lakes, and still more from* its almost insi>lar situation, and 
Vicinity to the sea, which afford those warm breezes that not 
enly soften: the natural keenness of the air;, but by ..keeping: 
it m perpetual agitation, render it pure and heialihy.'^ What 
Charles the second observed of England;, may with great 
propriety be applied t<>Nova Scotia^ Be" said lie thought 
that the best climate^ where he could be abroad in the air' 
^ith pleasure, or at least without^ inconvenience or trouble,) 
the most days in the year; If this be the test of a good cli-- 
Ihate, this country maybe allowed a very tolerable ohe.^ 
Therfe seldom occurs a day tot)'hdtor too cold for travelling., 
fo; the spring during April and part of JVfey, the wind is* often; 
tvotn: the eastward which occasion^ a dlbudy x^airty atoio- 
sphere; '!fhe rest of the year has a very large proportion of 
?tgreeable clear weather. It has been observed^ that the 
winters are lefes uniformly cold than formerly ,- and trhatof late 
years^ the storms of snow are neither so fr^queiit or' so- heavy ^ 
The same remark }ias been madle in Canada and in the 
United States.^ An intelligent priest, iii the island of Orleans,, 
kept for half a century, a correct meteorological table, ancF 
liis successor continued it for eight years longer. The result 
0f their observations tended to prove, that the medium of 
coFd in winter had* diminished ei^ht degrees in that periocL 
Dr- Williams in his history of Vermont observer that by 
^ remarks I made in tte university of Cambridge Sdr sevens 
years, from 1780 till 1788,- J found the mean heat in the. 
mojith of December to be 29* deg.- 4'miri.- in January it was? 
22 deg. 5 min. and in February it was 23 deg. 9*min.> These 
flumbers express the present temperature at Boston. If this' 
computatit>n be admitted^ tHe change of temperature at Bbs-» 
ton, from the year 1630 to r78S, must have been from^t'en to* 
twelve degrees/' Dr. Mease in his philosophical observa-* 
tibns on the climate of Philadelphia, observes that a consider*- 
able change has taken place in the climate of Philadelphia^ 
common with the state at large, during the last forty yeacsw 



"XBe winters are not so coIJ and variaWc as before tlie pe» 
riod just fi)entioiicil. The Delaware for many years pa^ 
has iiQi at^rdedtbu diversion of skaiting forinorc than ino 
>vcek3 at 3 (inie, while forn^erly during four or six iveejis, if 
^as ibe sctnf of pastime and manly exer<:ises. 

The followin:; tallies will exhibit the daily temperature of 
Jhc three winter an 1 summer months in Nova Scotia, 
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It is impossible to ascertain, with any degree of precision^ 
the portion of Keat felt in any part of Aiqerica, merely by 
measuiring its diistance ii-Qcf^ th? equator. The maxims which 
jHire founded upon experience in the old hemisphere, will not 
japply tQ the new, where cold maintains a manifest preponder- 
^hcel Varioiis causes contribute to render the climate • of 
America different from that of thp old Continent. America 
jaidvances much nearer to the pol^ than either Europe or Asia, 
poth these have larger seas to '^ the north, which are open 
jjuring part of th^ ycai!| and evei^ ^^^^, covered with ice, the 
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wind that blows over thcjn, is less intensely cold, than that 
which passes over land in the same high latitudes. But iu 
America the land stretches from the St. Lawrence towards 
the pole, and spreads out immensely to ^he west. The wind 
in passing over enormous i^ountains covered with snow and- 
ice, becomes so impregnated with cold that it acquires a^ 
piercing keenness ; so that qyef the whole continent of North 
America a northwestwardly wind and cpld are synonimou^ 
terms. Thjs difference in h^at is supposed by the author of 
" Recherches sur les ^n^ericans," {o be equal to 13 degrees. 
Pr. Mitchell contends that it is equal to fourteen or fifteen 
degrees, but if he alluded to the Eastern States^ the climate i^ 
essentially altered since he wrote on the subject, for nine or 
ten degrees is now admitted to be a fair comparative differ- 
ence. 

The g[round in Nova Scotia is generally covered with snow 
from the twenty-fifth of Deccmbej* to the fifth of March, du- 
ring which lime the farmers draw upon sleds their wood aud 
poles from the forest, and carry their produce to market.^ 
The relative proportion of snow to water may be a.^certained 
by means of a long cylinder, closed at one end, and im-. 
inersed in snow until it reach the surface of the ground. It 
will thus ppfitain a column of snow equal to. the depth that 
ha$ fallep, aiad on being dissolved will shev the quantity of 
wa^tpr to which it is equal. It is difficult to say when spring 
conjmences, as it is ratl^er late and irregular in its approach- 
es, partly owing to the. quantity pf snow retained in the 
WQod^ by the spruce and other evergreens long after it has 
disappeared frani the cleared hnd, and partly from the influ-; 
ence of the ice which at this seasbn passes the coast. ' But 
when vegetation commences, it is very rapid, and sometimes 
two or three days make a very perceptible change in the 
verdure of the foliage. The summer heat is moderate and 
I'egular, and by no means intense, there seldom being more 
than a week of very warm weather. The Eiutumns are pecu- 
liarly fine. The temperature in the middle of the day is. si-, 
milar to that of May, moderated ^y a fine clear elastic 
healthy air, which gives a gi'eat cheerfulness to the spirits.. 
This wxather continues sometimes until the first of Decern-, 
ber as in 182^, with this change only, that as the season ad- 
vances, the air becomes cooler at morning and evening;. At 
mid-day the sun is warm, but the breeze being generally fi'OOV 
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^e norih-\^cst is bracing. In no respect is this country so 
misrepresented as in rls climate, which is extremely healthy 
and pleasant, and never visited by any of those local or epi- 
demical disorders, with which other countries are jjD jnuch 
afflicted. • Halifax, which is often the only place risited by 
strangers, is by no means so pleasant as the interior, and of- 
■fers perhaps as poor a specimen of climate and soil, as any in 
the province. Few parts of the world are so well watered as 
Kova Scotia. The rivers, brooks, springs and streams of 
diifereht kinds are very numerous. In addition to these there 
are lakes in every township, some of them connected one 
with the other for a great distance. The number of these 
lakes has never befen ascertained, but it is supposed to be 
^ery great* Locktrood in his Survey of the Province states, 
that the &pace occuplied by water is equal to one-third of the 
fiuperfieics of the country. Some of tnese lalkes are extreme* 
ly beautiful, containing in general one or more small islands, 
which are covered with a luxuriant growth of wood, and vary 
in every imaginable shape. The land in the neighbourhooa 
of them is often undulated in the most romantic manner. In 
several infetances they nearly intersect the Province. From 
the head of the Shubefhacadie River they extend with Ijttle 
interruption to the neighbourhood of Halifax. It has been 
in agitation to connect these waters with Bedford Basin, 
thereby forming an Inland conitnunication with the capital 
and the Bay of Fundy. The ffrouhd has been . accurately 
surveyed, its practicability •established, and the expense as- 
certained not to exceed £S5,000* This work if once com- 
pleted^ will not only be the meatis of affording Halifax im- 
mense exports of Coal, Slate, Plaister of Paris, Lumber, 
Staves, Produce, &c* but in the event of a war with the 
United States put the internal trade of the country beyond 
the reach of interruption from the enemy. The advantage 
resulting from an inland communication of this kind would 
be incalculable* There is also a connected chain of lakes, * 
comineucing within a mile or two of St. Margaret's Bay, and 
emptying into the river St. Croix hear Windsor ; and ano»- 
iher near Annapolis, which, wijh.a very small portage, make a 
water communication with Liverpool on the other side of the 
Province. This track is always pursued by the Indians 
when travelling across the country, who take their canoes 
"With them. A similar line of lakes lie between Tusket and <\ 
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the Atlantic. These lakes afford great faciliij' for mill work, 
both as natural reservoirs of water, and for floating timber 
and logs. In some of them there are trout of excellent fla-* 
Vour*: jitreat quantities of Sainton and gaspereanx^ ^Smelts 
and other fish are taken in the spring df the year in their pas* 
ftage to the lakes to spawn. . 

f he quality and flavour of the irater in Nova Scotia va- 
rids; Ai in every other country, according to the. strata of soil 
and mirieral and fossil bodies through which it flows. When 
passing through a* peat moss or heavy soil it is discoloured 
and brackish^ but when percolated through gravel, sand; or 
lime-stone, is lucid arid wholesome : consequently there is 
as great a' variety in the quality of the water, as there is of 
the soils. There are many springs of water strongly impreg-* 
nated with iron, depositing a rusty brownish sediment in their 
course. This flavour is sometimes so strong as to prove 
medicinal even to cattle that drink of it. There are also a 
few salt Springs of which the brrne is much stronger than the 
ocesin. From one of th^se, near the river Philip in the east* 
ern part df the Province^ a considerable quantity of very 
excellent salt was manufactured in 181 1^ There is another 
at Pictou, which was worked for several years upon an ex- 
tensive scale. Ft is believed there are no springs of healed 
watei* in the country; * 

The cascades or cataracts of Nova Scotia are of a very 
dimir^utive sisse when compared with those of any other part 
of America^ The largest is at Nictaii in the county of Anna- 
polis. » This beautiful i^ater-fall is formed by the precipitous 
descent of all the waters of the south branch of the Annapo- 
lis rivei' ovei* a ledge of about twenty feeft in height. The 
weight of water which passes the falls is iri the spring of the 
year very great, and the sotlnd is heard for many miles, par- 
ticularly during the slillnpss which prevails in the atmosphere 
previous to a shower of rain. The Sherbrooke fella dis- 
charge by nd means so large a body of water, but their 
height is much greater,* and the scenery infinitely more wild 
and rorgantic. They are situated in a very retired unfre- 
quented part of the country, between Sherbrooke and Hor- - 
ton Corner. The fall is foBmed by a brook, which, after 
winding its siniious path, between two small a'clivities cover-- 
^d with a tall growth of forest trees, dischargees itself over 
the abrupt descent of the mountain into a valley about thirty 
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^e iieet beneath. . lialf wta j the UX ii *bi:x)k«n jbgr^a pqfeft^ 
ing l)ed of rock, bj wbicti it is Again xhrow^ o^ to a distance* 
fThere is oo cultirated grOuad in tlie oei^hbourhood. ^I'bf 
sky, the woods, aod water arc the omy obj^ts vi»iblgf 
tThere aire maDj others, but too small to require a pariiqu^ 
account. 

The fruits of a country form a good criterion of the cli- 
mate, and therefore mention should oe made of those of Nova 
iScotia. The wild fruits are, the wild gooseberry, cran«b«rry, 
ch^ke-chcrrv, bramble-berry, black-berry, raspberry, straw*, 
berry, blue^Dcrry, black or wild cherry, Indian pear, beech* 
nut, and haael-nut»^ The exotfc fruits which thrive well and 
are perfectly naturalized to the climate, are pears of TarioUd 
kinds, all the varieties of English plums, apples of very iu* 
perior quality, both of summer and winter fruit, quinces, roajr^* 
duke, black and white heart cherries, and other varieti^ft^ 
black, white, and red currants, gooseberries. Apricots, peach* 
es, and^grapes, if assisted by the shelter oi wooden Kii<:^'$y 
high ground sloping to the south, or brick walls, will thrive 
about as well as in England. It has often been assert^ hjr 
the Acadians and Indians, that a wild grapeexisted in the 
country, and although this was long doubted, it has beenlate^ 
ly confirmed bj the discovery of a large quantity of ^native 
vines, covering about an acre and a hall of J^Qd, ^ar^I^b^ 
This grape is said ^o resemble that ojf Massachusetts^ 
and -will aff(H*d valuable stocks for ^aAiag* 

The hoMulan plants and roots, afe water ahd i9|U#k n^lolft 
of different varieties (which are easily raised in the open air)^ 
cucumbers, squashes, potatoes, and artichokes, cauliflowers^ 
f^sbbagcs^ beans and peas* Hops are "an invariable and SUf% 
fcrop, and may be^rafeed in'gpcat abuadatice. BubifdiiMS iand 
Sfndiafi -corn are -cultivated 4o 4i^great exteD^ CaPfot s, -onv 
Ions, parsnipis, and bect^, — thyme) tw^t marjoram, and ^age^ 
>— Turkish thubarb, ichi^es, celery, caraway, mfustard^ 
land asparagus are mpteor less to be found injilmost ftvrry 
good kitchen*garden in tfae.country. The grains cukivs^ed 

* Tht aulhar is indibtei to Ihat scietiltfic gentUmarij Dr* 
Alderson (62d Regt. Pooi)^for a (Talalogut of our natvctptunU 
which ha has been enabled fo arfangefrcim, personal observation^ 
hnd zoith the assistance of that valuable member of Society l^ilua 
Smith. The iist wiU 'ktjmini at tht eixd of this cKapteu 



hy tie farm«tf , iw summer and winter wheat, ire, }ffttk^ 
wheats h9(t\ejj and oats. These produt^tions speak more iii 
fevourofthte climate than the most laboured panegyric, for 
H is Well known that m^ny of them will not thrive under a 
coM Variable atmosphere, which Nova Scotia has always 
been represented to possess. 

ThiB natural forest-trees arc elm, cherry; white, black, yel- 
low jind gray birch, r^doak, beech ; white and yellow pinev 
fir; white, red and black spruce; hackmatack 6i* joniper^ 
cedar ; black, white and mouptain ash ; while and rock ma^ 
pie, larch, poplar or aspen, hornbeam, dogwood, &c. 

The minerals of Nova Scotia are but littfe khown ; fteithcr 
the British govertiment or provincial legislature having lakr 
en any i5tep$ to procure a scienlrfic survey of the country..* 
Hence there seems to be no person in the colony to direct si 
stranger's ihqfi\ries, anid very few who have thotight raucb 
upon the strbjefct. The riiost valuable at present is the coaL 
This is fo<ind at Sydhey in Cape Breton to a great exteirf, and' 
of betief quality than in any part of America. It is as high- 
ly valued as thart from Newcasde, and will bring* as good ar 
price in market. Were the trade? of the colotiies opened to the 
United States, this would become an article of great export^ 
and rtve^ extensive employment to shallops, , sea-men, labour- 
ert, &t* In the district or Pictoil^ coal. is discovered in many 
places* . • 

The following is a comparative analysis of the Sydney ani 
Ffctoii eoal*^ 

ANALVSIS. 



? 100 parts.. 


Carbon. 


Bitumen^ 


Ashes. 


Volatile 
Matter. 


' Sydney, 
Pictou, 


40.fS 
SO. 


55.8 

58.ed 


4.0 
lh20 


■ 



' In Ctfmbertand, Douglas and Granville it is also found, but 
lias been worked Fn Nova Scotia at Pictou and in Cumberlandi 
Only. There is riot niuch consumed within the colony^ ex- 
cept at Halifax and Windsor, and in very small quantities at 
one or two other places* A portion is exported to St. John^ 
N.fi. but the greatest quantity is either used at Halifax or shipr 
pcd from thence to the United States. By reference to the 
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ttbl«s c<mUiiaed in chapUr YUh the amount exported firom ; 
itictou and Cape Brie ton will bpfounJ stated at lar^efor a . 
period of tcji jeara. Tfee pext in value is the Plaist^ of 

Tbp jQOflapositlqn * of this article may be thus e3q[>res5ed : 
Of sulphuric acid one proportion 75 , 

Lix9e one dp, 5,5 . 

♦Waller two do. 17 each 34 
Plaister or gyps^qfi is chiefly found in the. county of Hants, ^ 
although there is some in Cupiberland, Id the parts Qf Hali- 
fax county bordipring pn. Uauts^ and Wt 4be Gut of Canso. 
There are varipvs kinds, but it is genefajly known by the 
divisiQn pf hard and soft plaister. The hard plaustcr 13 firm- . 
^ in its texture, and oiore difficult to man^facture than the 
other, and consequently not much valued. The soft is of 
different shades pf cplour, and of diiferent degrqps of indura- 
tion. Windspr, Newport a^dShubenacadie are thepUces 
where the greatest quantity is to be met with. It is on high/ 
\u'oken grou)^d ijvhefe the rocks are principally worked, to 
«ave f-helabour of digging. This fossil is by no means a 
«plid body. JUargp veins of earth are scatterefj through the. 
rqpks, soi^eumes red and other coloiur^d clays^ and npt un- 
iVequently layejrs pf lime, all vrhich it is necessary to clear., 
away at ir^uch expeqce. 'the mpde ql working.it is by bla§t-. 
ing witl| powder, and breaking with the pict-axc. This^ 
sapne is pxpprted to ih^ United States, where it is ground in ^ 
mills^ and applied as a dressing for land. The result of the. 
applic^ition is beyond belief^ aqd appears rather the effect of 
ipagic Chajaof oiauuref. The whole quantity exported annu- 
ity from all parts, may ajnount to one hundred thousand. 
ipn§. Essential as this pianure is to the IJnited States, and. 
abundant as it is in Nova Scotia, it has produced but little 19 
the colony. The trade has been always attended wjth so^fie 
fatality. Of fetter, and generally io (he hands of very poor- 
people. It is also singular that the inhabitants pf Nova Sco- 
tia, who are so much employed in transporting this manure 
ibr the Americans, have pever made a fair experiment of its 
virtues themselves. U is possible it will not have so great an. 
effqet in Nova Scotia, as in the. States, because the dews are 
qot so heavy, nor the heat so great ; but it is very improbable 

- — —i^BiMW^— — mwri^iii ij I . -^ r. -.^— ^.>— — ^» 
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* Se€ Litters ofAgricola: 



tliSt 11 IS witlrout>lBc»ey, p.artic^iferiy wh^ti cafcmerf** 
This article ougjhl to be mamifectured m the Province', and^ 
sbf{)ped in the same manner as' flour, in- barrels, in w^hich 
shape it would be much more.marketaljle. It woul^ also be 
€*pbsed to Ifess waste and breakage, which in the present 
mode of transportation is very great. 

Lime is very abundapt in certain parts, but prefers the neigh- 
bourhood of the plainer, consequently the county of Hapt^ 
cot^tains more llm:e than any o;hcr part of the Province. 
The post road fi-om 'Halifax to Windsor nearly divides (he 
Province Into two eoual parts and is ih the direction of ea^t 
and west, f n th^ whole tract of country in the south side 
oT that road there is no great quantity of lime but at Chester. 
0n the north side, lime of various quaHtics. is every where ' 
to te found*' > As a manure it han been but lately used, and 
no exportatioiT^.bave ever taken place, ^ither ip its crude or 
i&anufactured state , but the use of it is Dccoming more ^xteti-" 
^ed,an.d its properties i^iore known and valued. 

Slate of the first qualjlj', and fully equal to the Welsh, ha» 
been found in Rawdon in Hants, County; and should Wind- 
sor become a free port, under thelati^act of parliiitnem, 
it ii pi^bbable it mat be shipped to the United States, 
td, a great .extent. Slate is not confined to RawdoTi,but 
the quality of that which, has been discovered there, is 
esteemed the best. It occurs also m the Eastern part of the 
tounty of Halifax, at Mount ArdoiS in Newport, At Bear 
ifeiyet* in Clements, &c. Free stone iii in great ab^mdance, 
biit accompanies tfie coal in general,, as lime does the gypsum. 
The feest quarries that are Worked are near Pictou, from 
nf hence the materials of the Governtncnt House and Province 
Building at Halifax were taken, and at Henet^cove, where 

* Since this chctpler wais prepared Jhr the prt&$^ikt Author 
has understood that the Atlomey-General has rnadt an tscp^ri' 
rn«n/, during tke last summer^ which has proroed very sdHsfaC' 
tgry in its results. The plaister was burned m a clhy kiln^ /fte 
crown of which wtis capered so as to prevent the escape of the 
sulphuric acid. After it was sufficiently calcined the plaisttr 
aW its covering toere hotk. spread upon apiece of very poor land 
as a superficim dtessiiig. The ground {whick had been prevt- 
fyiisly prepared) was thtn sown with iurnips^ and the crop prcmtd 
a ttry abundant one\ 



<SAitfPfi(iitttf qiiiirrriedtf which theCisHvgiiile Aeaidctij-A 
Windsor was bni\U In ihttse places the stone it of aTerjp aii 
mfitar nature, of -a fine grijtin, dark olive colour,, and dote <f»f 
fure. TKere is a great y arret j in the qualitjy oobur, and 
teixture of freestone, ineeneralin Nova Scotia, and* there aiw 
jfew townships which ao not contain it, in. greater or less 
quantities. At the entrance of the Basin of Minas, thene is a 
^txine of a dark red colour and coarse gram, which ia remar- 
kable for resisting the effect of fire* When first raised it is 
very soft, and r^qnires to be graduaily heated, but whei^ 
thoroughly burnt, it ivili endure in ovens, or the backs and 
jambs of chipineys Tor any number of yeare. Thiere ar^ ^ 
quarriesalso ip CDnibGrhi)u ; of which grind stones ^re ma- 
nufactured, and shipped to different part§ of the Province,, 
to New Brunswick, and to th^ American linf$s» This article 
i^ beginning to foi*ni a large export, and will eventually 
^e very valuable, ^}lt for this as well as other ex;)o^ts the 
Pi*ovince is much'in want of a market, inconsrqoence of ihe 
l^tratned tradj^ with A-m^erica. Clay suitable^ for bricks ia 
abundant in many places, but few are manufacttired except 
at Dartmouth, Cumberland and Annapolis, and seldotti ex* 
jported but from the latter plac«, from whence 'some few 
thousands are annually shipped to New Bfunswick« 

Iron ore has been discovered m several places, k^utin the 
^eatest quantity in the county of Annapolis* If o experi^ 
menj^ have been made upon it in ^ova Scotia to ascertain its 
quality. It was once in agitation ti> commence a foundry 
ihere, and the house of Sir Brook Wataon & Co. of Londc^ 
had a quantity of tb;» ore shipped to Englapd, for the purpose 
of essaying its value, preparatory to the ondertaking; but t(ie 

t Project was abandoned, efilherfixmi the difficulty of procuring 
abour, orundf r the impression that the popul^itipn of> t^t 
icountry was then too limited to afford a smicient mark«t& 
In the^recent g^arits of land all mines of tbis'kiftd;are reaervdd 
to the King-; aftd consequetitly cannot be worked tut by peiv 
■mission. ' Some Bmall pieces of copper have been: fittttno mt 
Cape pore,' on the nortnside of (be Basin of Miwas:; buf not 
sufficient to establish a w*tt fbnnded* expectation, of ^finding 
kny Inihe ri«h enough fo pay fer the working td itu It is'ja»- 
certained that liead exists in several cbnnties; :aiid mangaoes^ 
is in great abtmdane^ hi the township, of Newport^ Ordther 
)psi^jgft littie ta kntmii* A mikditioit «xJ9U «bm»§» the AcadiwM^ 
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fhat tile French goyemftept was awftre of silver om eabliiid; 
ifi several places, and they name some of their ancestors who 
were sent to the Afississippt wbe^i. these people ,were resaov- 
ed from the coutitry, who were acqua^inted with the spota 
where it was to be met witb« Many people attach credit 
to this story, but time alone must decide whether it be true 
or not. ^ ^ 

The native animals nre. neither nupaerous nor troublespo^e. 
The following is acuta logue^ 



Grey Moose, 
Carraboo, 
Bear, 

Black Fox, 
Red Fox, 
Grey Fox, 
Lynx, 



Weasel, 

MaVtin, 

Minx, 

Otter, 

Woodchuck, 

Rabbit, 

Flying squirrel 



» 

Red Squirrel, 



Ground Squir- Loup Cervicr^ 



rel. 
Field Mouse, 
House Mouse, 
Black Mole, 
Beaver, 



Musquash, 



Rat, 

Field Rat, 

Porcupine,* 

Racoon, 



The heaver is a valuable animal and is now becoming 
scarce from the constant warfare which the Indians wage 
{igainst their whole tribe* There is som.e(hing so uncoknmoi^ 
in the manner of erecting their habitations, that although re^ 
peatedly described, perhaps some account of them will be 
acceptanle. ^ Their houses are always situated io the war 
ter, sometimes they make use of a aatur^l poD4, hut general^ 
ly they choose to form one, hy building; a dam across some 
brook or rivulet. For this purpose they select a number of 
trees of soft wood, generally of less than six inches ^iameler^ 
but sometimes of sixteen or eighl»^en in^es. These ifeey fell 
and divide into proper lengths, and place them in the water, 
00 th^t the length of the sticks n^ake the width of the, damt 
These sticks they lay in mud or clay, their tails serving them 
for trowels and their teeth for axes. These dams are six or 
eight feet thick at bottom, sloping on the. side opposed to the 
streamt and are about a quarter as broeid at top as at bottom. 
Near the top of the dara they have ojne or more waste ways, 
XJT iliding places to rmrry off the surplus water* Th^ forma- 
tion of their cabins is no less remarkable. They consist of 
two stories, one under the other, but both rtbove water. They 
•are shaped like, the oval beehive, and of a size proportioned 
to the nnm^ber t>f irrhabitaints. The walls of the lower apart* 
inAU,:aretwo or three. feet thick, formed like, their dams, 
th»ei>f.the apper story are thinnier, ai^d this whole on the 
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iitttde phitstered with mud. Each family conducts and nihff^ 
bits its own cabin. The upper apartments arc curiouslj 
strewed with leaves, and rendered most clean and confort- 
able* Before a storm they are all employed in repairing 
and strengthening their dams. They retain this industrious 
habit even after they are domesticated. In Summer they 
roam abroad and feed upon leaves^ twigs and food of that 
kind. These heavers are considered the same species as 
those in Europe, but are vastly superior tathem in every re* 
spcct. The birds al'e not so numerous or so various as in 
more cultivated countries. They delight to live in the neigh* 
Bourhood of their greatest enemy, — man. 

The following catalogue contains a list of most of the- 
known birds of the Province with their popular names. 



Horned Owl, 

"Whooting OwF, 

Little Screech 
Owl, 

Bam 6wl, 

Great Gray Eagl/e, 

Bald Eagle, 

Hen Hawk, 

Chicken Hawk, 

Pigeon Hawk, 

Sparrow Hawk, or 
Least Hawk, 

Raven 

Common Crow, 

Blue Jay, 

Cuckoo, 

Whet-Saw, 

Pigeon Wood-pecker 

Speckled Wood- 
Peckcr, 

Great Crested King- 
Fisher, 

Humming Bird, 

King Bird, 

Pewit, or Black Cap 
Fly Catcher, 



Lesser Pewit, or 
Brown & Greenish 
Fly Catcher, 

Wild Pig<;on, - 

Black Bird, 

Robin Red Breast, 
or Field Fare, 

Cherry Bird, 

Summer Red Bird, 

Cat Bird, or Chick- 
en Bird, 

Birch Partridge, . 

Spruce Partridge, 

Rice Bird, or Bob- 
lincoln, 

Gold-finch, or Yel- 
low Bird, 

Towhe Bird, Pewce 
or Cheweek, 

Spring Bird, 

Winter Sparrow, 

Litde Field Sparrow 

Snow Bird, 

Blue Bird, 

Water Wagtail, 

Summer yellow bird 



Tomtit, 

House Swallow, or 

Chimney Swallow, 
Martin, 
White bellied Swal- 

low. 

Barn Swallow, 
Great Bat,or Chuck- 

will's Widow, or 

Goat Sucker, 
Whipi^oor Will, 
Night Hawk, 
Murr, 

Great White Gull, 
Great Grey Gull, 
Little White River 

Gull,. 

Mackarel Gnll, 
Irish Shoal, 
Crane, 
Marsh Bittern, or 

Indian Hen, 
Old Wife, 
Dipper, 

Blue winged Teiil,' 
Whistling I>uck, 
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Wlutc Curftw, 
lueMer Field Cur- 
lew, 

Bea sid« Leiwi^ Cur- 
lew, 

Meadow Saipe^ 
Xaittle Pond Soipe; 
Blue winged Duck, 



{LaFge .spotted Loon^KSseat JBlack Owkf 
^or Great speckled Sea JDuck, 



Diver, 

Red Sheldrake, 
Ortolan, 
Black and White 

Wild Goose, 
White Brant Gcfose, 
Great particoloured Yellow Leg Plover,; 
Brant,or grey Goose 



Water fien, 
Alother Carj's 
Chickea, 

Kildee, or Cbaitfei^ 
mg Plover; 



There are; two kinds contained in this catalogue which Ae* 
rit description on account of their rarity and beauty, the 
tHiimtHing bird and boblincoln. The farmer is the smallest 
of all the feathered inhabittints of the air. lis appearance 
surpasses description, on its h^ad is a small tuft of jetty blacky 
Its breast is red, Irs belly white, its back, wings and tail -of 
xhe fioest .J>ale green. Small specks are scatiered over it 
with inexpressible grice, an>i to crown the whole, an almost 
inperceptihle down softens the several colours nnr] produces 
Ae.mdst pleasing shades. They are of two kinds ; one Las a 
carve^l and the other a strait bill. The boblincoln is a small 
bird of black and white colour, and dwell? in the meadow 
Jand where it builds and rears its youn*^ before the mower 
be^inis to invade his rctrremeiu wiih the scythe. It has » 
peculi'^rlv sWeet nnd melodious note, and is the only bird in 
Nova Scotia that sin^s while on the wing. These birds are^ 
most numerous in the large dyke mairshcs, and their approach; 
is hailed as the surest symptom of the commencement of sum^ 

mer- : 

The following is a list of the fish that frequent the coast: 
^md harbout^ of this cQltin^y. 

WhaJ'6!(viefy scai^e) 

Dolphin, 

Porpoise, 

gvaippu^, 
elugai(very scatro 
Thresher, 
Skaite, 

DogKiah, ... 



LiUDip Pish, 


Halibut, 


Golden Bream^ or 


Red Perch, 


Sun Pish, 


White Perch^ 


Eel, ^ 


Sea BasS) 


Haddock; 


Shiner, 


Cod, 


Periwinkle, 


Frost Fish, 


Barnacle, 


Pollock^ 


Laiid Shdl Clam, 


Flofundcr, 


SpecMe^ ]Viack;»pe^ 
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Sjitipoo, ^MPK*""! jinji"! Jl.*fci 

Salincu?' Trout, Long ^hell Clam, ^woraFuh, 

TroiiU O^Mw, '' Crab, 

SiQeb, &col)oi», , Lobster, 

HerrHig, Mionoiv, ' Shrimp,' 

Stad;^ Sole, ' Cray Fish, 

Hard-bead, MummfchOj|, Muscle,'' 

^^ yifc, Anc kdyy, '" Popkle, 

There are no Tenomous snakes or dangerous reptiles la 
Nova Scotia. The onlj iroublesome insects are the mos- 
quitots ai^d hjjaclt lUc$. Tiiese little insets are the onir 
enemies a person trayelline in the woods has to fear.' He u 
neither alarmed by the altigatqr, stirprised by tj 
attacked by the luVking rattle-snake, 'fhe only 
will ever venture resislapce, is the female bear, V 
lested she wil] invariably ayo^d him, and allow 
sue fais'joum'ey. The following is a list of most ol 
of Nova Scotia. ' ', ~ 



Horned Beetle, 
Water Flea, 
Lady Fly, 
Goat Chaffer, 
Fire Fly, 
Skipper, 
Water Beetle, 
Wasp, 

Stinging Fly, 
Father long legs,. 



Moth or Miller, 

Hornet, 

Humble Bee, 

Wild Bee, * 

Art, 

Caterpillar, 

Earwig, 

black Beetle, • 

Blossom Eater, 

Apple Siloih or Can- 



Coctrot^h, 
Grasshopper, 
Cricket, 
Locust, 
Black F^, 
Brown Ply, 
Horse Ply, 
Mosquito or Jtfos* 
chelto, 
Butterily, 
Night Fluttcrer. 

Local disorders are unknown in this country, but con- 
sumptions and inflammatory col^s and fevers, are pcrfcyps 
more common than others. The Medical iVofession labours 
under every discouragement, for want of some law to protrct 
it from qujcks and unqualified intruders. Any perjoti who 
thinks proper to style himself Surgeon or Docldr, which ip 
this country are used as synonimous terms, may, without 
licence or examination, comroeBce his fraud upon the fears 
or ignorance of the coinmunity. The number of these 
wretched pretenders is very gjreat, and the injury committed 
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if theni, otien Attended with, serious cionsequet)ces; ISfot^ 
withstanding these difficuUies, there are many' practitioners* 
of respectable information and regular education, but they 
•etdom acquire more than a cohipelency on account of the 
number^ of. qualified and unquaSfied persons who are em- 
ployed hf the public* 

^ A lAtt of Plants indigenous tb Koha Scotia^ eomprtiing iht 
fff^i remarkable and valuable that have y^et been discweredJ* 

TREES. 

Vernacular Kom^^- Scientific' J^ames^ 

Gemiset Species^ 
LarchyHackmatack oiJtinipfer, Pinus'^ tarix^ 
White Pine, — — Strobuif, 

Yellow Pine^. -^ Silvestris, 

Balsam Fir, ---*- Balsamifera^ 

Iftountgiih Fihe^ ^ Pinea, 

Black or yellow BireB, Betula Nigra^ 

White Birch,. Alba, 

Dwarf Birch, Nana, 

Beech,' Eagus Silvatibay 

Sugar Rock curled or > Acer Sacfcharinumi 
Bird's E^e Maple, \ ^^^^ bac^jnarmum^ 

Red flowering or white Maple,. — Rubr4im, 

Dwarf Maple, — Nana, 

Elm^ Dlmus Americana, 

Itbrnbeam, Garpinus Ostia, 

Red Cherry, PrunHs Avisum, 

Choke Cherry, Virgimea, 

White Cedar, Thuya Occidentalism 

Trembling Poplar, Populus Tremula, 

White Poplar, . -Alba, 

^'Sic'l,^'^ *"" ^''''^'''' I ^^'^''* Aucuparia, 

Oak, Quencus Rober, 

White AsK^ FraxinuB Araericanft 

Aldc;r, Betula Aluus, 

Balsam Poplar, ' Populus Balsamifora, 

Button Wood or Sycamore,, Plantalius Occidentalism. 

Thorn, Crataegus crus galli. 

Fox: Berry,, Mcspilus Canadensis^ 
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SHRUBS, 

♦ irnccular ^amts* Scientific Xame$l 



Witch Hard, 

Pood Bush, ' 

Water Elder. 

Moose Bush, 

Uaple leaved Yibamvin, 
■ Red berried Elder, 

JSlack berried Elder, 
. Black Cnfrant, 

&ed Currant, 
-Goose-berfy,' 

Red berried Hoi^ejsuckle, 

Slue hiried Honeysuckle, 

Dicrvilla, 

Evergreen GaB Berry, 

Black Whortle Berry, 

Swamp Whortle, 

iled Whortle^ 

Blue Berry, ' 

Crane Berrr, 

M^icJe^ iiair, 

Lalbrador or Indian Tea, 

Crimson flowering Bttsh^ 

VfAd Rosemary, 

Round leaved iindromeda, 

itaspberry, 

Blaok-beity, 

Dew-berry, 

Creeping Mack-beny, 

Bog Apple, ' • ' 

Dalibarda, 

:$piraea Frutex red, 
— — white^ 

Candleberry Myrtle^ 

Dutch Myrtle, ' " 

Sweet Fern, 

Juniper, 

Savin, 

Dwftrf Laurel, 

Silver leaved LaUrel, 



Genus et'Sptcits. 
Hnmamcflis Virginica, 
t)ephalanthu8 OccidentaliU)' 
Viburnum Opulos, ' 
Viburnum Lantana, 

- V ' ■ ■ Acerifolium, 
Sambucus Racemosa^ 

, ^ Nigra, 

■Ribes Nigrum, 
"— Rubrum,' 

— Uva Crispi, 
Lonicera Alpigena, 

! XvIotteuiB, 
- ■■■ Diiervilla, 

. Prinos Glaber, 
yacciniuni Myrtillus 

:-:-f Frondoaum 

" Vitis Idea^ 

— ^7— . Albunji, ' 

— ' Oxycoiccos, 

' Hispiduliim 

. Ledum L&'flfoiium, 

Rhodora Canaden^is^ 

Andromeda polifolia, 

- — — Ca:iyculata^ 

Rubus tdsus, 

': Fnxtlcostts, . 

^Skxatilis, 

' Hispidus, 

: Chamiifemorus, 

Dal^arda, 

. Spir^Ba Tementosa, 

' Salicifolia, 

Myrica Cerifera, 
Myrica Gala, 

'■ Aspleni-folia, 

Juniperus communis, 

Sabina, 

Kalmia Angustifolia^ 
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Glauca, 



», I 



Berrj brann^ heath, 
Bear berry, ■ 
PoteSn liry, 

Sumachf 



Si 

Sf:itntific J*am 
Genii* it Sptcu 
Empetrum Album, 
Arbutns Uva Ur&i, 
Rbu« Radicans, 
CanadensiJi. 



Seeded Swainp Grass, 
Wild Millet, 
Small wild Oai; 
Elymars, 

Bearded Thatch Grais, 

Cotton Grass, 
Sweel Flag, 
Chair maker's Flag;, 



RgeonbAiry,. 



Sea Plantain,. 
Hairv tlant^in, 
Shepherd's Needle^' 
Sweet Cicely, 
Sarsaparilb, 
Prickly do. 
Spikenard, 
Convolvulus, 
Sea shorfe Loveag^, 
Ground Kiit, 
Ground ^ut, 
Canada True love, 
Nodding Trillium, 



GRASSES. 

Briza Medea, 
Panicum Bfevifolium, 
Avena Spicata; 
Elymns CanadeAsis, 
Elymus ArenariuS, 
Dae ty lis Cynosurbides, 
Eriophdrum Alpiiiiim, 
Acorus Calamus, 
Typha AngiiElifolia. 
PLANTS. 

Comus Canadeifsis, 

Circsa Alpina, 

Utricularia subi^ata, 

Sisyrinchium Bermudianum, 

Mitchella repens, 

ConVallaria, polygohaturo, 
- racemosa, 

i^al, -^^^^^.^^ tHfoiia 
liey — -■ — bifoliai 

Plantago Major, ' 
— — Narjtiina, 

Lagopiis 

Scandtx Pecten, 

— — Odorata, 
Aralia Hudicaiilis, 
<■ Spinosa, 

Raceinosa, 

Convolvulus A^vensis, 
Ligusticum Scoticuiii, 
Clay ton ia Virginica, 
Bunnium Bulbocastanuin, 
Trillium Erectum, 

" Cerfaiiiht, 



fi 



Thrift, 

Blue flowered pcMfd ^wi^; 
Chickweed winter ^recfi. 
True Primrose, 
SmaH lf(yWel;e(i Primrdii^,' 
r French Willbw, 
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American . Sanicltf; 
Prince^ Piofiy, 
Winter Green, 

MountaiifTea^ 

May Flower, 

Indian Cups^ 

Chocolate root, 

Gold threads or snak^ foot, 

Wild Tulip, 

Herb Robert, 

Dragon Rooti 

Blood Root, 

Fumitory, 



Ladies' SnrpcK, 
Leontice, 
March Marv^bld, 
Yellow Vitilfet, 
Blue Vidlel, 
White Violet, 



Cancer Robt^ 
Linnea, 
Chelone, 
Meadow Rue, 
St. Johft^s Wbrt, 
Arrow he4d, 
Thistle, 
Mullein; 
Royal Rocket, 
Green Briar, 

Scull C«^Pi 



Stwinjh /TMMC* 
Genus et Specitt* 
Statice Limonum, 
Pontederia Cordata, 
Trientalis Europaea, 
(Enothera biennis, 

Parvilteftr, 

Epilobium Angtisttfoliumv 

« Palustre, 

Mitella repens, 
Pyrola UmbellaTtf, 

Rotundifolia^ 

Pyrola Secunda, 
Gaultheriit rep^tis^ 
Epigaea repCns, 
Sarracenia purpurea^ 
Geum Montanum, 
Helleborus triiolius, 
Tulipa Silvestris, 
Geranium RobertianuWi 

Arum TriphylKin, 
Sanguinaria GanaiS^'risfe, 

Fumaria Cuctrlata, 

Spectabili^i 

Cardamine Tfifoliai^ 
Leontice Thalictrbra**k^ 
Caltha PalustriSj 
Viola Gatiadenafs, 

— • Paltf^triff, 

^ Lanceolata, . 

Obliqua, « 

Lathraea clandestindf, 
Linnaea borealis, 
Chelone Acadiensis; 
Thalietrum disiciim; 
Hypericum CanadefiSe, 
Sagittaria Sagittifolia, 
Carduus Benedictus, 
Verbascum Phlomoide^; 

Phoeniceum, . 

Smilax Rotundifolia, 
ScStelaria Lateriflora, 



n 



Ventaeitiar X»aet» 



Kali, 
Dock, 



Thorough woct. 
Lobelia, 



Ladies^ slipper, 
Groundseld 
Golden rod, 
Autumnal dandeBoii, 
i^ring — 
Star wort, 



■* I » 



Virgitfs Bowjer, 
White water lily, 
Yelloi^ do. 

Sweet scented do. 
Kalm's do* 

Wood Sorrel, 



^ Cudweed or Everlasting, 

Fire finger, 
Goose grass, 



Straw berry, 
Poljgoauffifj 



Scientr/k wWimi«. 

Gtnus cl Spicies. 
Salsola Kalif 
Rumex faticAtia, 

Persicaroides, 

Marilimus, ' 

Eupatpriun perfoliatuoi, 

— '• purpureuoQ, 

Lobelia Dorttnanna, 

— Infiata, 

•Cypripedium spectabfle, 
Senecio Aureus, 
Solidago Slricta, 
Leontodon avtumnale 

•T ^Taraxacum, 

Aster Cordatus, 
— CorymbosuSg^ 

— Ledifolius, 
«— liadula, 

. — Jlstivus, 
Clematis ¥italba, 
Nymphaea Alba,' 

Lutea, 

— — Odorata, 

Kalmaiija, 

pxalis acetosella, 

■ comiculata, 

Gnaphalium Uliginosura, 

Margariteum, 

Potentella reptans, 

-; — anserina, . 
. tridentala, . 

fnitico^a, 

r norwegica, 

Fragaria Vesca, 
Polygonum Persicaria, 
. Hydropepcr, 

Sagittatum, 

— — Convolvulus* 
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CHAPTER IV. 
PopxiUtim, MUitiit, Lcfi^evitif and R«ligiom, 

DOCTOR fTlANKIilN observes that population incrcas:- 
es, as the means of subsisting a family are rendered more 
easy. In a country \f here th^ means of subsisting abound^ 
ifidre people marry early. In Europe, and in the American 
Atlantic States, the lands are every ivhcrc occupied, and let 
at the highest rate;, those who cannot arrive at property of 
Cheir own are hired by those wha have property. RLvalsnip, 
owing to the multituoe of workmen^ lowers t&e price of la- • 
bour, and the smallness of their profits takes awajr the desire 
and the hope, as well as the abilities requisite for increase by 
marriage. The state of "British America presents an appear- 
ance of a contranr nature. Tracts of'Iands waste and un- 
cultivated arc to be obtained cither by grant, or so cheap- 
W by purchase, that a man of the least turn for laboyr, is- 
ftrntshed in a short time with atr extent, which while it is 
sufficient to rear a numerous family, will maintain his pOsteri*^ 
tv for a considerable period. The inhabitants therefore of 
this colony, marry in greater numbers, and at an eariiier thne 
of life, than the inhabitants of Europe. When one hundred! > 
enter into the marriage state~ in Europe, there are two hun- 
dred in Nova Scotia, in proportion to fts extent.. And if we 
reckon four children to each marriage, in the old, we should 
allow at feast eight in the new hemispliere. If we multiply 
tiiese families by their produce; and add to that amount,' the 
number of emigrants, it will appear, that at no great distance 
of time,, the British North American Colonies will arrive at 
an immense degree of population.^* The progressive increase 
of population in Nova Scotia, has niever been accurately as- 
certained. The first census taken in the Province after the set- 
tlement qf Hftlifaic was of property. In 1 757 the inhabitants 
of the county oflTalifai rated the value of their houses, cat- 
tle and nicrcfaandize at about £295,312 10 0. Fn !»17 a 
census of Nova Scotia Proper was taken by order of the Earl 
of Dalhottsie; which was aj$ foHows.. 

County of Halifax, 30,tM 

" Annapoiisv \ 5,817 . ' ' 

Sydney, 7,1 5 f 

Qucen^s CoiintyJ / 3,09^ 

JLuncnburgv ^fi^ 



^ 
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Shclbiirn€, 4,874 

King's Count J, 7,145 

Cuqetberland, ' t,9§d 

Whiffet * M71 

Tot^l 7.8,3^5 
. Th^ ?f^9}iP\ hq^per, is ^H knajrw to hay.p been lakpi^ 
y) a very Ic^s^ inacpurAt^ mamxer, ai^d per^oi^ well ac(j|iiamt^ 
ei^ witli the cpujqitry,' are 4ispP5ed to r^te fie pppulatip^ 8^» 
mgH^al 125,000 ^t the jpirepeptpenpd, TW^ 
pc^e^l 9/ lliatvves, Scotch, Kogii^hi IrUb, iGertnans, Americai;^ 
liojralists, aad the French AcadfAans* The Germa^ifi are n.c^ 
so n^merous as the others, being ' principallj ^s found in ptir 
^ji^pbiirg ?aid CUinents» 'Thej have maqe e:f tensive qnprpye- 
jffiepis wbei^eyer thejr pe}tlea, fey thei^ jinremit^eij indo^ry# 
yKey ^re not fo JToud q( ^migration in general as the ?ubr 
ject3 pf Qceat Britain* Contented with their oiwn coiipkry, 
^ey seldom gp out of it, but lo cultiyatc other? \f hich they- 
^re not axnbitious of cpnguering. They have fertilized every 
^bujQtry under the Engfi$.h dominion to lyhich cl^ance has 
conducted ^hm. Tlie Scotch ^0 scattered^pver all parts .of 
ijhe Province, but by (ar thf greatest number are living oa 
the Tiver« pf Pictou, on the cpa^t bordering pn the ^ulf of 
St* L^a^rence;, anft the intermecliate cpuntry* The Highlanci 
Scotch ar^ not sp aflv-antageous 9 clasjs pf settlef*^,, ^s their 
Lpwlapci neighbours. Their wants are few, arid their a^ihbir 
(ipn limited to the acquirement of the mere necessaries of life. 
^ lew acres of cleared land, half a dozen sheep, ^ cow, and 
Me pr two pigs, arc all they s^eem to value or desire. Thei^^ 
^ 4^t improveoients are made .if ith great rapidity, but tl^e&c re- 
' Q)^in stat^pns^py whenever they afford subsistence. The Low- 
limders pn the contrary Xq the frugality, anc3| industry of ihe 

gi^hlanders, add fi spirit of persevering diligence, a co;i:istani 
sire pf improveaient,and a superior system of Agriculture^, 
hich rie;nc(er them a valuable acquisition to the Province, 
'he retigioin, laijguage^ customs, and sympathies pf the Frejic|i 
Lcadians, naturally attach t^^em tp; e^ch other, and induce 
them to settle tpgether as much as possible* Their largest 
and most populous settlements are at Menudie^in Cumber- 
land, Chi^encook, which lie^ to the eastward of Halifax,, 
at Clare iijkthe county of Annapolis^ and Tusket in the coun- 
ty of Shel);»i|^f • The exceptions are so ff w th^t they may 
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He saki never to intermix by marriage vith their protettifit 
neighbours. Among ituemiselvea they still converse in the 
French language which is corrupted not'only by patois, but 
by words derived from the Indians and English. Although 
tb« males are not generally imorant of the Stglish language,* 
tjiere are but ftw of their temales or children who can un^ 
deristatid it. As a people they are moral in their habits, sim- 
ple and econiaiical in their expenditures, <^heerful in disposi- 
tion, and co;utef)ted, and happy. The Abbe Raynal says, that 
in 1749 th^y computed as mueh as 60^000 head of horned' 
cattle, and that most families had several horses, though the 
tillage was carried on by oxen. They bred a great deal of 
poukry of all kinds, which made a variety in their food, for* 
t^e most part wholesome and plentiful* The common drink' 
was beer and cider, to whicn they sometimes added rum. 
Their usual cloathing was the produce of their flax, or the 
fleeces of their own afaeep. With these they made commoK' 
linens, and coarse cloths. If any of them had a desire for' 
articles of greater luxury, they drew them from Annapolis or 
liOttiflburg, and gave in exchange com, (fattle or furs. . The' 
neuttal French had nothing else to give their neighbours, and. 
i^ade still fewer exchanges among themselves, -because each^ 
separate lamily was able, and had been used, to provide foi^ 
its own wants. They therefore knew nothing of paper ciir*- 
rency, which was so common throughout the rest of North': 
AxQerita. Even the small quantity of specie, which had slip! 
into the country, did not inspire that activity in which con-* 
sists its real value. Their manners were of course extremely 
simple. Whatever little diflferences arose from time to time' 
among them, were amicably adjusted by their elders. All' 
their public acts were drawn up by their pastors, who had 
likewise the keeping of their Wills, for wrhich and their reli- 
gious services, the inhabitants f^id the twcnty-seVenth part of 
their harvest. Every misfortune was relieved, as it were, 
before* it could be felt, without ostentation on the one hand^ 
and without. meanness on the other. It was in short a soci- 
ety of brethren, every individual of which, was ready to give^ 
an4 to receive what he thought the commoa right of mankind. 
Ais soon as a young man came to the proper age, the commu^ 
nity buik him a hoase, broke up the landsabout it, and sup-< 
plied him with all the necessaries of life for a twelvemonth* 
Here he riec^ved/the. partner whooilie had chosen, «id vlio 



Brougfat hicQ ber portion in fl0cks« This family greiraniS 
prosfiered like ibe otheni. In 1 74&all together made a popo^ 
telioa of 1 8,000 souls« 

Therfe are about 1S€0 firee blatks in the Fiovince, whey 
are employed as labourers and domestic servants ; there are? 
no slaves. Formerly there were negra slaves, who were-" 
brought to the country by their masters wkejfi emt^rating^ 
from the States, but some legal diffictilties having arisen 4r» 
the course of aitt action of Trovery brought fof the recovery 
of a runaway, an opinion prevailed, that the courts wofild* 
not recognize a state of slavery, as having a^ law&il existence 
in the country* Although this question never rcceiveia ju-' 
dicial decision, the slaves were all cmancipatiedw^ The most^ 
correct opinion seems (o be that sbves may be held ii^ the^ 
c;Qlony ; and this is not only corroborated by the cenBtrQc«» 
tioD of several English acts of Parliament,' but by particular 
clauses of the early law* of the Province* The effeet pro«^ 
duced by this latent abandonment of slavery i9 bcneficialv to*' 
the country. Slave labour resembles profit on stocky or ^eor^ 
pitah, more than labour properly so called;^ The individuals 
who contemplates an establishment of this kindf takes int<v* 
consideration the cost of the necessary number of slaves,' ift 
ihe same manner as he calculates the costs of t^e tend'.^ The- 
uncertainty of this species of employment aflfords another* 
ground of resemblance to commerce. Independent th^refore- 
ctf political and moral? considerations, such a system is by nd» 
means^ suitable to a colony like Nova» Scotia, where there are 
few branches of bu6ines& requiring a regular body of labour- 
ers, and where their clothing and provi^on is atr<Qfnded with; 
so tnuch'.expcnce.' 

A' great proportion of the inhabitants of Nova S<iotta live* 
to a . very advanced period. It is not uncommon to see peo- 
ple dO years old, and many have attained to the age of a 
hundred. This observation is more particularly applicable- 
to emigrants, as the settlenient of the country is yet too recent*- 
to exhibit many instances* of longevity among the natives.^ 
The people who catne from New England^ are peeuliarly^ 
long lived, a very great proportion of them reacHihg their 
eightieth year in full enjoyment of all their faruUies. UittilT 
lately this great longevity was also observable among (be-' 
Indiani^i especially the females, ivho lived to an eictreme old 
afc.. Rut the use of ardent spirits to which many o£ 
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tnitli sciees are addiettd, has contHbuted to shorten the dura- 
.tionof tbetr Ut«s, diidftisnow a rare thing to sec an aged 
Indian. In the biuma^i existence another circiundiance is als« 
remarkaUe, ikat in few countries do so mar^jr children 
littain !fio the age of puberty* This observation it flls0 
strengthened by the great proportion that children bear to 
adults. All new coimtrks are favourable to earlj marriages, 
ns the means of siibftistence are easily ac(]piired; consequent* 
iy wbejpe there are so many children, the deaths of infants 
migJrt be ^xpecbed^ according- to (he course of things in Eu« 
rop^ey tp be very ereat t — but ^h« reverse is the case in Nova 
Scotia;, idiere chmren are easily reared, and mstances of 
unprtality among them rare. 

• The militia ti^tiugiiout the American war was in a very 
effective state* At present the Legislature feels a very na* 
tural reluctance, to ioipose much military duty in a time of 
profound peace, upon ^ new settler, whose attention and con« 
tinued presence are-required upon his farm* The law enacts 
thai every ma)« from sixteen to sixtv, be enrolled as a imlitia 
man, excepting the members of the Legislature, lawyers, 
nagistrates, sui^^oons, and officers of the civil and military 
4epi^rtmeist» Every regiment, if capable, is divided into 
battalions, which 'Consist of not less than ^cio, nor more thah 
too tnetu Every battalion is again divided isto companies 
wfaifih ciRwist of not less than 30 nor more than 80 men. 
Every regiment, battalion, or company is called out four 
dines a year i^a three days^ previous notice, by companies 
twice, and in regiment or battalion twice, and 4he whole is 
undev the superintendence of two military inspecting field 
' officers, who review the militia on the d^ys c^ regimental 
meeting. Some years ago a quantity of arms was furnished 
totte militia, to the. use of which they were well trained. 
The Scpiaddrils introduced by Sir George Prevost, the only 
e&ctuai mode of discipUning st militia, have rendered sonie 
companies iiearly as expert in their exercbes ^s regular 
troops. 

There are several religious denominations in this country. 
The proportion perhaps, as applied to the population, may 
be assumed to be, Roman Catholio one quarter, Church of 
England and Methodist, one tjuarter, Baptist one quarter, 
and the Church of Scotland, and other dissenters one quar-. 
ier^ The tolerant laws of this country arc of a nature to 
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produce great hannMy among all classeB of Dimenten, and 

the Established Chwrch. The Church of Enghmd is sup* 
ported in iUk country by the benevolence and liberaHtjr of 
the Society for propugating Christian Religion* The cfaurchH 
es hav,c been erected partly by subscription, and partly by 
funds belonging to His M^ijesty to which the^ society has oc-i 
cabionally contributed* They are in general handsome 
Wooden buildings, well finished and painted, and add very 
much to the appearance of the country* The clergy of this 
church are about twenty-eight in number, and are under the 
control of a bishop, whose jurisdiction extends over th« 
province of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. The salary 
of the clergy is £200 sterling a year, to which may be added 
the proceeds of small glebes, parochial fees, and other per- 
quisites, the whole of which at the present period,' when bills 
lure at a great premium, and the price of wages and provisioit 
- 80 m;icb reduced, afford the clei^man a very comfmlable* 
maintenance. The church is increasing in the Province, 
and its congregation contains a large portion of the reqpecta<» 
ble inhabitants. The Roman Catholics were for many yeam 
under control of a vicar general, and afterwardii of a mshop 
who has recently died, and at present no successor has beea 
"otppointed. In their late bishop, The Rev. Dr. Burke, not 
• pnly that church over which he presided, but the Province 
in general have expcpienced a great loss. He was a man of 
profound and extensive learnings of great and unaffected 
piety, of condescejiding and affable manners, and of the most 
charitable and humane disposition. By all classes of socie- , 
ty, and by every denomination of christians throughout No:- 
ya Scotia, as well as in many parts of Canada, where he wa& 
many years actively ^mpbyed among the Indians, he was 
regarded with great respect, and when dead was universally 
lamented. The subordinate clergy of the Catholic Churen 
amount to ten or twelve. This number in proportion to the 
size of their ilock^ js much smaller than that of other deno* 
minations, which Js attributable to the circumstance of the 
Catholics living more together, than the people of any other 
persuation* The Presbyterians have a provincial church 
government of their own, and have about twcnty-rftve minis- 
ters. The Methodist Missionaries aci undier the direction of 
a society in England, and are also about twenty-five in num-» 
Ver. They are in general natives of Great Britain, and of 
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iiaite yens are men of better quaKficatmis than ihtir predhi- 
cessorS) and their church i& gaining ground both in.i«specca> 
bilit J and in miosber* The Baptises are numeroua, b«t not 
fio well organised a body as the Methodists, nor are they io 
well provided with a regular cler^. The number of i4ee^ 
ing houses beionnng to all the different sects in Nora Scotit 
is very greats and speak loudly in favour of the neHgioot 
feeling of the country* In Nova Scolia, as in the United 
States, much of the ponp and ceremonies of religioa seem 
reserved for the last honours man receives before be is shut 
up in the srave for ever. As soon as any one is dead in the 
country, the nearest neighbours have notice given them of 
the day of burial, and within a short time the news is thus 
conveyed to a distance* All the acquaintances attend the 
l^neral if possible, where they are presented with refrcshi^ 
ments* When the assembly is complete appropriate hymns 
ftre sung, and a funeral sermon preached ; the corpse is then 
removed to the burying ground, or if that be at too great a 
distance, into one of the fields belonging to the iamily. It is 
esteemed in a neighbourhood as a mark of disrespect to the 
relatives of the deceased not to attend his funerah The npm* 
ber of persons, both male and female, present upon these 
occasions is often vftry great. It is not the dyiaff man him- 
self who exacts these honours, but his parents, wife or child* 
ren, who voluntarily pay them to the ashes of a husband and 
father that has deserved to be lamented. These ceremomei 
kave always more numerous attendants in small sooietied 
than in lai^r ones, because there are fewer families upoci 
the whole, the numbef' of individuals there is much larg^^ 
and all the ties that connect ihem with each other much 
stronger. 

■ ■ O ' ' ■ " 

CHAPTER V. 

I 

The Indians {two tribes)^ attacks on Canso^ treaty^ pistoms^ 
manners^ civilization^ specimens of their language* 

IN the estimate of population, inserted in the preceding 
chapter, the Indians were not included. Ai^tfaev form {| 
distinct body of pe4»ple, with customs, manners and language 
peculiar to themselves, I have reserved the account of them 
for a separate chapter* So many volumes how&vcr, have 
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been wrltteBt toxclusirely treating of the aborigtaesof Nopth 
America, and so general a similitude exists, in the colour^^di* 
alecls, and habus of the ditfereiit tribes iahabiting the 
British colonies, that a very detailed and minute description 
of tkem would be unnecessarj. There is hardly any natiam 
from the north to the south pole, to which, some antiquary ia 
ihe extraTagance of conjecture, has not ascribed the honour 
of peopling America^ The Jews, the Canaanites^ the Phceni* 
ctanSf.the Carthagenians, the Greeks, and the Scythians, in 
ancient times, are supposed to have settled in this Western 
world. The Chinese, the Swedes, the Norwegians, the 
Welsh, and the Spaniards, are said to have sent colonies thi* 
ther in later aees, at different periods, and on different occa« 
sions* To discuss the merits of these different theories 
would be to enter the regions of conjecture and controversy* 
All that we know with infallible certainty k, that all the hu» 
man race sprang from the same source, and that the descend* 
ants of one man under the protection as well as in Qbedien6e 
to the command of heaven, multiplied and replenished the 
earth. But we cannot trace the branches of thi^ first fisimily, 
or point out with certainty the time and manner in which they 
divided and spread over the face of the globe. 

Europe wad greatly abtonjlshed at the immense decrease of 
the native population of the new Spanish Territories during 
the first century after the discovery of the country. In Bri« 
tish America they have also greatly deqreased, but not from 
the same causes as those in the South* No attempt has ever 
been made to enslave them in Nova Scotia, or to make them 
in any way subservient to the European settler ; consequently 
cruelty and ill-usage so abhcH^rent t'o.the nature of an English* 
man have had no share in their diminution. But the use of 
ardent spirits which they have acquired from civilized people, 
and theintroducdonof the small pox, and other disorders pre* 
viously unknown to them, have tended greatly to their de- 
crease. The diseases of Savages, though ftwer in number, 
tire like those of the animals, whom they nearly resemble in 
their mode of life, more violent and more fatal. In addition 
to these causes they rear fewer children tihan the whites. 
Among wandering tribes, who depend upon hunting and fish- 
ing for a subsistence, the pother cannot attempt to rear, a 
second child, until the first has attained such a degree of y\r 
goor as to be in some measure independent of her>^ care. 
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Prcwn this motiTe it is the universal practice oflheVdhii^ to 
rackie their children during several years, and as they seP 
dom mwnrif earty^ ihe period of their fertilitr is oVf*r before 
they can hnisk the long but necessary attenqance upon tw((y 
or three chitdren^Tn Nova Scotia, f'hey are now diminished 
to 350 famittcfl or 1500 persons* Previous to the dismember* 
ment of the Province in 1784, there were two tribes of Indi-' 
ans inhabiting tlic country, the Micmacs and Richibuctos.^ 
They were a savage and fisrocioos race, often committing 
great outrages upon tiw^ solitary and peaceable settlerv. But' 
the French who have been always remarkable for their pow- 
ers of address^ conciliated their friendship, and afterwards con** 
^terted them to Christianity. They were all Catholics,and very* 
strict observers of the. ceremonial parts of their religion* As^* 
allies of the French they were the natural enemies of the 
Englisrk. To enun>erate the various rencounters with the In*' 
dmn^y and tbe many injuries committed by them on the trade 
ol tbe country would be departing from the plan of this work' 
and extending this chapter to a size exceeding that of the- 
whole book. I shall therefore merelv cftention two of their 
attacks opom Canso, which will sufficiently evince the reso* 
lote and warlike character of tbesje people. On the 7th of 
August 1730^ a party of Indians fell upon Canso, wttkm the 
Province of Nova Scotia, but peopled every sunnner by fish- 
ermen from Massactmsetts. Suco was the secrecy, ordar^ 
and expedition, with which it was done, that tkey suirprised' 
the English in their beds,, and stripped them of every thmg ;- 
telling them they came to carry away whs^ they fbtmd upon 
their own land. The French of Cape Breton no d<>ubt ptem* 
ned this cncerpviser f&r the next day some of their veissels' 
carried away tbe plunder, inclnding^ among other things' 
2000 quintals of <Jry fish. The loss sustained by the English' 
was eslimaijed at £20,000 currency; Tfcere were but three' 
or four lives lost among the whites uf)on this occasion* The 
Indians^ were most convenient aHiea for the French. When 
an outrage was c^rnqsiteed by them, and satisfaction demand-^' 
cd of the French, they excused ihemselves from^ irrterraed- 
d^ing with them, ds^nmg as a reason that they were not 
FVenbh subjects, and therefore not under their controK 

In 1725 there was a very gefteral war commenced by all* 
the tribes in this quarter, the Richibuctos, tbe Micmacs^ 
and Pcnobscots. In the latter part of July they surprised' 



48 

Cfifi^Mii<iib<^ hal^bours near to it, and took 16 or 17 Mil 
of^fisfaiog vessels, all belonging to Massachusetts. Governor 
Pkilips -bappeiied to beat Canso, and caused two staops to be 
maaoed) partly with volunteer sailors (roui iterchants' vea* 
4ek, wtiieli ^were loadings with fish, and sent -them, und^r the 
ceBttnaod of John Eliot of Boston, and John Robinson of 
Cape Ann^ in quest of the enemy* Eliot, as he was ranging 

' tJie coast) espied seven veissels in .a harbour, called Winne- 
paug, and concealed all his men, except four or five, until he 
came near to one of the vessel^, which had about 40 Indians 
aboard, who were in expectation of another prize falling into 
their hafids. As soon a? be.was within hearing, they hoisted 
their pendants, and called out, ^Strike Eogiish dogs, and 
cotnc aboard, for you are all prisoners." Eliot answered, 
that he would ndake all the haste he could* Finding he 

^ made no attempt to escape, they began to fear they bad 
caught a Tartar, and cut their cable, with intent to nmashore, 
but he was too quick for them, and immediately boarded 
them* For about hatf an hour, they made a brave resist^ 
ance, but* at length, some of them jumping into the hold, Eliot 
threw hi& band granadoes after tbeia, which made such ha- 
vock, that alK«which remained alive took to the water, where 
they were a fair mark for the English shot. From this or a 
like action, probably took rise, a common expression among 
English soldiers, and (Sometimes English hunters, who, when 
they had killed an Indian, made their boast of having killied 
a black duck* Five only reached the shore. 

Eliot received tnree had wounds, and several of the men ' 
were wounded, and one killed. Seven vessels, with several : 
hundred qutntsils of fish, and fifteen of the captives were, reco* 
vered'from the enemy. They had sent .many of the prison- ' 
ers away and nine they had killed in cold blood.* The 
Nova Scotia Indians had the character of being nore savage 
and cruel than the other nations. 

Roblnsor^ retook two vessels, and killed scTveral of the' 
enemy. Five other vessels the Indians h?d carried so far up 
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'^^Onuity wm not confintdt^ the Indians^ the whites timnmit'- ^ 
ted many ads of barbarity. Dutinfr At same ytap that, the [ 
Canse affair happen^d^ we find a law passed by the Mttssttch^" 

setts goverfiment^ offrring rewards to those who shofuld bring m * 
Indian s&klps^ or Indian prisoners*, . 
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the Bay. above ihc harbour of Malngnsh,lli?»t they were out 
of his reach an4 he had not men sufficient to land, the enemj 
being very numerous. 

The loss of so raany men enraged them, and thqy had de- 
termined to revenge themselves upon' the poor nshermen, 
ftbove twenty qf whom yet remained prisi^ners, at Malagash 
(Lunenburg) harbour, and they were all destined ip be sacri: 
ficed to the manes of the slain Indians. The iPewowing and 
other cepemonies were performed, when Captain Blin, in a 
sloop, appeared off the harbour and made the signal, or sent 
in a* token, Yvhich had been agreed upon between him arvd 
■the Indians, when he was their prisoner, should be bis protec- 
tion. Three of the Indians went on board his vesBel, and 2^ 
greed for the rtiisom both of vessels and captives, whicih were 
delivered to hirti and the r^som paid. 

The Richibouctoo Indians, w^ho dwelt on the borders of the 
"Gulf of St. Lawrence, within the limits of New Brunswick, 
■then a part of Nova Scotia, were found by the English to be 
a most intractable tribe ; and it was not until 1 760 that they 
jfinally submitted to the 13ritisli Governmeat. 

The following is a copy of the treaty sign(»d by their 
Chief, at Halifax with the Goremor of Nova Scotia. 

" A treaty of Peace and friendship concluded by his Ex- 
cellency Charles I^wrencc, Ksq^Captain General and Gover- 
nor in Chief in and over his Majesty's Province of Nova Sco- 
tia or Acadia, with Michael Augustine,'Chicf of the Richibouc- 
tou tribe of Indians at Ha.1ifa3t,in theProvince aforesaid. 

" I Michael Augustine for myself and the tribe of Richi- 
bouctou Indians of which 1 am Chief, Do acknowledge the ju- 
risdiction and dominion of His Majesty King Geoi^e the sie- 
cond over tibe territories of Nova Scotia or Acadia, and we 
-do make submission to his Majesty in the most perfect, am- 
ple and solemn manner. 

" And I do'promisc for myself and my tribe, that I nor they 
ehall not molest any. of His Mjgesty's subjects in their settle- 
ments as already made, or that may be hereafter made, or in . 
carrying on their ccwnmerpe, or in any thing whatever within 
this the Province of his said Majesty or elsewhere. 

" And if any insult, robbery, or outi'age shall happen to be 
committed by any of my tribe, satisfaction and retribution * 
shall be made to the person or persons injured. 

" TlMbt neither I aor my tribe shall in any manner ctfiit^ 

G 
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wnj ofEis said' Sfajcsty'*s troops or sol'dfers to desert, norS* 
anj fiiannei assist in conveying them away, but ©n the contra*- 
By will do our utmost endeavours to bring them back to the 
company ,1'effim^nt, fort or garrison to which they shall belong*. 

" That it any quarrel' or misunderstanding shall happea. 
between myself and the English^ or between-them and any o£ 
my tribe, neither 1 nor they shalt takej any. private satirfactioii4 
or revenge, but we will apply for redress, according tathe^ 
Ikws established in his said Majesty's* dominion?. ^ 

" That all English prisoners nrade by myself or my tribe- 
ghall be set at liberty ; and that we will u^e our utmost endea- 
vours to prevail on the other tribes to do* the same, if any 
prisoners, shall happen ta be in their hands*. 

" And I do further promise far myself and my tnibe, that, we- 
will not either directly or indirectly, assist d^ny of the enemies 
of his mo&t sacred Majesty King George the second, his heirs^ 
or successors, nor hold any manner of commerce^ traffic nor 
intercourse with them; but on the^ contrary, will aS' much as- 
may be in our power, discover and'' make known to bis Majes- 
ty's Governor,. any ill designs which may be* formed or con- 
trived against His Majesty'is subjects — And' F do farther en- 
gage,- that. we will not trafiic, barter or exchange any eommodf- 
ties in any manner, but with such persons, or the managers of 
such truck-houses, as shall be appointed or established by His 
Majesty's Governor at Fort Cumberland, or elsewhere inNova 
Scotia dr Acadia.. 

" And for the more efiectual security of thedue performance- 
of this Treaty, and every part thereof,' F do promise, and' 
engage, that a certain number of persons of ray tribe, whicht 
shall not be less in number than two^ shall on or before the 
24th day of June next, reside as hostages at Fort Cumberland^, 
or at such other place' or^ places in this Province of Nova 
Scotia or Acadia, as shall be appointed for that purpose, by 
His Majesty's Governor of safd Province, which hostages 
shall be exchanged' for a like number of my tribe when rc*- 
quested. 

" And all these foregoing Articles and every one of them,;, 
made with His Excellency Charfes Lawrence, Esq. His Ma- 
jesty's Governor of said Province, 1 do promise for myself and'^ 
Tn behalf of my Tribe, that we will most strictly keep and ol^ 
serve in the most solemn manner. 

^ Itt^witness whereof, I have hereunto put my mark and seal^, 



«t iFIalifax, in Nova Scotia, this tenth day of March, one thou*' 
:sand seven hundred and sixty, and in the 33d year of His 
Majesty^s reign. 

(Signed) "MICHAEL X AUGUSTINE.^ 

" I do accept and agree to all the articles of the foregoing 
treaty* — In faith and testimony wiiereof, I have signed these 
preseAtSi and have caused oiy seal to be hereunto affixed, 
this 10th day of Marcl) in the 33d year of bis Majesty 'g 
reign, and in the year of our Lord 1 760. 

(Signed) '^CHARLES. LAWRENCE. 
"** By his Excellency's Command, > 
" R. Bulkley, SecVy/' J 

. As this tribe is no longer a part of the Nova Scotia Indians, 
1 shall in the succeedi|)g part of this chapter confine my re* 
snarks to the Micmacs, whci dwell exclusively within the 
precincts of the Province^ 

In size they resemble tVe Europeatis and vtrj like then 
in height, from five feet eight inches to six fecti. In colour 
ihey are similar to the Lascar of the East Indies^ they are 
iieither blacl( nor iQul^lto, but a reddish brown, with hi^h 
cheek bones, large lif^ a^d mouths, long black coarse hair, 
by no means curly or wooUy like that of the ne^ro. The 
males in general have fine intelligent penetrating eyes* They 
are broad shouldered and bandy legged, (owing to the liga« 
tures that hpkl then^ when infants on the cradle or board \) pos« 
sessed of live ^eatest activity of body^and tapable of enduring 
exce^ve fat^e and hvu^ger, when pleasure or necessity re* 

?uire, but at other times they are extremely indolent and lazy, 
i^hen sober they are silent and thoughtful, very shrewd and 
sensible in their remarks.* When intoxics^ted by liquors,which 
is too often the case, they are riotous and quarrelsome among 

■ - ■■■■! I T— iwi II ^ , J !■. ■ . !'■> ■ I ■iiii«» ■■ 

. * An Indian some time since^ entered a tavtm to purchase 
:s9me spirits^ far which ter^ shillings per gallon toas demanded^" 
wlun the retail price at Halifax was abijut h^Jf that. sum. Upon 
his expressing his astixnishment at the extravagant price^ the 
landlord endeavoured to explain to him^ the loss of interest and 
expense of conveyanccy <md illustrated the remark by telling 
him that the expense of keeping a hogshead of rum was as great 
as that of maintaining a cow. The Indian replied with great 
readiness and some humour^ " may he it drinks as much water ^^ 
(flUuding to i^s ady^lUrati^n) " hut certain no cat so mwih hqy^l 
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each other. In the woods, they are as much at home as the' wifef 
iitiimjkls of the forest. They can travel without a compass ta 
^jiy given point, and cttn trace footsteps^ which are impercep* 
tible to any eye but their own. With respect to costume 
m place of the fqrs worn by them when they were dis- 
covered by the Europeans, they now use cloth, which' 
for the males is cut int6 two garmenl&; — a fiill gaiter on 
fcggmg which reaches a little above the knee, anid a kind of 
loose coat, descends below the top of the gaiter, and is se- 
ctored TOfuiid the waist by a girdle. To this girdle is fasten- 
ed a fur purse, containing their coin, a flint and steely and a 
small piece of touch^wood or fungus for lighftirig a fire. 

The covering of the feet, which is called tnogasin, consist^ 
of One piece of leather or raw hide, through the rim of which ar 
stnair cord is- Inserted, that when drawn tight, forces the 
leather to assume the shape of the foot. This is much, 
warmer than a shoe, and as it admits of the action of the toes^ 
is far better adapted for use upon ice and slippery^ 
places. The women wear the mogasjn, a large skirt of 
Broad cloth, and a blanket folded in the shape of, and used- 
rfs a, shawl. Tl\eir caps are also made of blue cloth, cut-in. 
the shape of the letter A, pointed at the top, and usually- 
edged with a red border. Both sexes allow their hair lo* 
grow in great profusion, though notUrimmed in any particu- 
lar shape, or gathered in any form by combs or ribbons, 
Aknoiig all barbarous people the situation of womeri is very 
diegraded. Mail, proud of excelling in strength and courage, 
the chief marks of pre-eminence among rude nations, treats, 
woman as his inferior,'with disdain. In tliis tribe the female sex 
are the servants of the men, and carry not only the children, ' 
but in travelling, all the domestic utensils, provisions, and other 
burdens. At home they are employed in making baskets, 
carrying water, cooking, and other drudgery- Tasks are 
imposed upon them without pity, and services are received 
without complaisance or gratitude, - When the husband$ 
are intoxicated they suffer every species of ill-usage, but. 
however severe their treatment may be, they submit without 
murmur, and in no instance re(|uire or receive the interference 
of the whites. The method they adopt for carrying their 
children is admirahly well suited to a woody country. They 
make a small wooden case, before Jtlluded to, open at the top 
fiiid the two ends, in wliich the infant-or papouse is well secured ' 
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fey 5 irat^jwvrtid laicingof Gordi Tlrisboyis.fnsterPRilii tbtf 
»eck, ^dcarnicd en the back of the mother, who bir warcU 
ing off the Ihnbs^of trees, and: bushes, prevents the chiid from 
receiting any i»jupy, which, wci'e iti oarided in any oihejf 
Inanner^ it would be impossible to prevent; .A;t ttre close ^of 
day, oi> v^benever they have occasion to encamp^ tbifr cradle 
h suspended to a large branch and sex in n^otioA. Ahha]u#b 
the d^pendance of children upon their parents^ among tfte 
Indians, far many •obvious reasons, ceases at a machi earlier 
period than in polished: society, those pensoos anetmixdi 
mistaken, who suppose that the parental solicitude of 
the one i» weakerthan that ©f the other* The Indiana feel 
Ihafull fioree of this instinct^ and as long as their progeny 
Continue* feehle and helpless, no people exceed rtliem in t«n* 
d^rtve^ atul oare^ ' » 

The ailteration producedamong the Indians by reti^on, and 
the iolluence of the Homan Catholic priests is Bagreatv thdt 
their respect for the laws and the property of the inhabitaaits'id 
truly astonishing. Itis extremely rare Ai^i an ini^tanc&of'p^cu- 
laclonoecnrsainon^t tlienu Gatde andsheep thatcxinitiBualljf 
grander tbrotigh unfrequented paths oninto'the wildierness^ are 
never molested fcy them. Th«y dont)t live In collective Bodice 
but in distinct faoiiHes, and ore continually cliianging their 

i}iane of abode, SDnnctimes they ^camp oathe barders:of :ai 
afce for fifehing, at other times they remove to the sea;9hore'to 
take porpoises ; or resort' to thehunting grounds* They gene«t 
xally undeistand the English, language and converse taitnvitft 
ftuenoyk. Their boat$, called canoesy. are built of tiinch';bark 
drawn tightly over some thin slq^sof wiood,' and'arcrfphiistered 
at. the seams-witb gums, and resinous substance?. Thesexa^ 
iH>es arebighfy ihrished, and. mnnifest 'great skill. and ingeniui^ 
tf ia'everypart.of ftheincDftstruction. They are pointed alike 
^t'both ends so as tcrbe impelled in either direction. The size 
iejproportioned :to the namberof thefamilyv and theiwhtrle w 
af<!50 trifling weight,ajs.to be. easily. carried.by one msn. They} 
are not rowed iij the same ratinnerasifeoats byoaps; but are 
both »tcerspdandpi?opelied by short paddles; The' dexterity 
with which thbse paddles are usicdiis very /great^andin stnl 
water a canioe: will outstrip anysWoat in rapidity ed motion^ 
In some parts :of Amedca'the Indians^ bavie doni«kic animalBf^ 
and a local domicile ; hfut here th^y archenemies ton^ the 
b^w^r animals;andnot their masters, theyiwaste-and: destroy! 
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but know not how to govern them, and the only species 
lo which thej are attached is the dog. Their tents are of 
the simplest construction^ requiring little time to be erected, 
and in general of too little value to be removed with them* 
They vary a little in shape, but arc generally built 
with poles placed in a conical form, like a sugar loaf. The 
poles after being well secured in (he ground, and bound 
together at the top, are interwoven with the branches 
and bark of the birch tree, which completely exclude the 
weather* In the summer the fire is made on the out side 
of the tent or wigzoam^ for the purpose of destroying the 
mosquitoes and other winged insects. In the winter it is 
lighted in the centre of the camp, (as the colonists term it) it 
having a $mall aperture at the top to emit the smoke. Their 
beds consist of a few houghs of evergreen, loosely spread upon, 
the ground, and they generally sleep in winter, with their feet 
towards the fire, which they suppose to be a preservative of 
health. 

It may be thought by those unacquainted with these pco- 

{)le, that in a climate like that of Nova Scotia, such a mooe of 
iving must be attended with the greatest bodily suffering and 
wretchedness, but this is \ery far from being the case« The 
south side of a hill or declivity in the forest is in wmter iaac- 
cessible to the north wind, and forms so complete a shelter, 
that a very slight wigwam is sufficient to protect them from 
the inclemency of the weather. It is doubted whether they 
feel the cold so acutely as the whites. A constant exposure 
to the vicissitudes of the climate, from their tenderest years,' 
no doubt renders them less sensible to its severities. In ad* 
dition to this cause of hardihood they use a good deal of oil 
with their food, which not only preserves heat in the stomach, 
but defends their vitals from the severity of the frost. They 
also anoint themselves with the fat of the bear, in summer, 
to prevent the annoyance of the black fly, and in winter to 
avoid those rheumatic pains, which they would otherwise 
suffer by sleeping in damp places. 

The winter is the season for hunting moose, carraboo, &c. 
and for taking fish in the lakes^by means of holes in the ice, to 
which they are attracted by a torch of lighted bark. At 
this iHpriod they manufacture buckets, tubs, churns, baskets, 
and birch work of different descriptions, axe handles and 
nimilar articles, with which, and the venison and fur they 
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proctrre in banting*, they puirchase broa<7 cloth, blanketf^ 
powder and shot, axes and knives, Ijquor, &c. They have 
a chief who is elected by vote, and confirmed by the priest^ 
but as they are almost insulated in Nova Scotia, and have no> 
intercoairse with other tribes, his jurisdiction! is principally 
confined to fixing the limits of hunting grounds , for (uffer* 
ent £amiiieSr in order that they may not interfere with eacb 
«>therr and in settling any diiSerences wKick may occur a- 
mong his tribe.^ Although the law of the Province vecog- 
mizes the Indians a« subjects of His Majesty, and as well exr* 
tends to them its< protection, as exacts their obedience, yet 
they never litigate or are in any way impleaded. They have 
a code of traditionary and customary laws among themselves, 
although the use of it is daily dimiMshing. Not many years; 
ago. they condemned one of their tribe to be stoned todeatbw 
Re was accordingly fiastened hand and foot,, and conveyed 
to low water mark, and placed en the tO|> of a* small rock» 
They then proceeded to the execution of his sentence, stoneot 
Ikinv^^^^ ^^^^ himifor dead.^ His faithful squaw or wife, who» 
was anxiously awaiting the event, in a neighbouring thicket^ 
approached him as soon as the executioner^ and spectatbrs* 
Bad withdrawn^ carried him to the, woods, and then recover- 
ed hiro. This is the last instance that is recollected of their 
attempting to inflict a capital punishment in. obedience to their 
own lawsv. This custom of stoning to death so analogous to 
that of the Jfews, would to a person fond of supporting a pan- 
ticnlar theory, aiford- a slight illustration of that of Finn's,, 
that they arein- fact descended from the Jews. They have* 
cemeteries of their own, and will on no account bury their 
atead in ground which has sot received the consecration oT * 
the priest. The philosophic .contempt with which they view 
the artificial wants and migratory habits of the Europeans^ 
k amazing. TKey seem to conceive tfiem? as human weak* 
nesses, from which their Creator in his bounty has exempted! 
them. Their wants are few and confined to three article&j^ 
food, raiment, and shelter. All beyond this appears to them 
saperfluous and useliess. Their idea of wealth is well tx- 
pressed in the words of Horace. 

An vis^ilare naetu exanfmem, noctesque diesque,. 
Formidarc malos fures, incendia, servos, 
Ne te compilentfugientes; bocjuvat? horum 
Semper ego optarim ; pauperrimus esse bonorum* 

Sat. Liu. 1. 1% 
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The periewJ hoWcver has now armied xvhenthry tmrsiiooli; 
to agriculture for support. Hunting and ^fishing will no longer 
mimsder in sufficie^^t quantities to their 'sul^distence. At^tenapU 
<have been made hy owe or tHX> inditUhiatU to excke an intc^ 
test inthc public in behalf of these people^ but they ba^'en<at 
•been so successful as could be wisihcaJ. Wjrhcr Bromley^ 
E«jq. has tafeen a very active pj^rt in their farour, andhas maxsle 
-several ap^^eals to the humanity of the pubiic, but he ha« 
•had a strong prejudice to contend with. An opinion prevails 
-that they a-e incapable of civilization, and that any attempt 
to .ameliorate their condition, w'^ill be \iltifnately productive ©f 
evil to tlie Indians themselves. The absurdity of this idea i» 
^nly equalled by iLe obstinacy with which it is niatnta-ined* 
The prodigious advances of cultivation in the ftovinee are 
<d>atly diminishing the extent of their hwnting groumfe^'the 
wild anivials are also becoming very scarce, and repeated 
-applications have been made to the legislature t© prevent 
them from shooting porpoises, by vrhich they derive much 
of their support. If their atte»tion is wot directed toagricul- 
-ture, they will r«ipidly become extinct. What then wiH 
|)Osticrity think of this speci-os of inen, who will exist no more 
bat in the accounts of traVeHers t Will not the times of sa- 
vages appear to them in the same J^t as the fabulous ttraes 
of antiquity do to us ? The impossibility of ctvili^h&g the la- 
dians which is so strenuously maintained m»st arise from one 
of two causes; either, frrst,, fr?>m tIlei^ total incapacity, or, se- 
condly, ' from their natural aversion to labour. If the fii»at 
^ourvd of objection required a^n answer, we might reply in the- 
words of Dr. Robertson. A human bein^, as he comes ori* 
ginally from the hgmd <!rf nature, is every where the sailie^ 
At his first appearance in tfee state of i&faincT, whether it be 
afiffong the rudest ravages, or in the most civHized nation, ine 
can discern n<& quaWty which marks any distinction or strpc- 
riority* The capacity of improvement seems to be the sdme^ 
and the talents he may , afterwards acquwe, as weH as the vir- 
t'ues he may be rendered capat^le of cxeixising, depend in a 
great measure, upon the state ofsociety in which he is placed* 
To this state his mind naturally accommodates itself^ awf 
from it receives discipline afid culture. In proportion to the 
wants which it accustoms a htiman boing to feel, aiid the 
functions in which these engage him, his inteilectual powers 
are called forth. To- the se^cwftd objection, their aversion to 
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labour, their aim repeated solicitations for grtbtsof land, and 
the circiimhtaQoe ^^ several families having already become 
proprietors of it is a sufficient reply. The Socielf i^ 
Friends in Fennsiylvania have by several experim^eots, tdfici- 
ently proved the possibility of reclainiihg the (Indians, and 
have left this subjeet no longer a matter of speculation, k 
might also be addbsd that one tribe of these p^pk on lake 
Ontario, sell. annuatlT 6,000 barrels of floury the produce of 
their on^n l^ds* k is probable that they would not all imvie- 
dialely become domesticated, and that they would ^t first only* 
make agriculture rsubsidiary to their support, but mat tbeir 
sole dependance. Thin however would be a 'great 4»b}ect t* 
attain, and would no doubt lead to their ultimate abandon^ 
ment of their present erraiic mode of life. Their ]§Dg«iag« 
is extremely beautiful, soft, comprehensive and haraiomous, 
but is so dilTerent fronr frhat of the Richibouctou ^libe in Mew 
Brunswick, that these neighbours cannot understand -each 
other. When deposing upon oath, which is sometimes the 
case, they return their answers in their own dialect to ^an in* 
terpreter. Upon these occasions they exhibit great (uency 
ana eloquence, accompanied with a fine animation of counte* 
nance, and a very apprppriat^ action. 

Subjoined are vapious specimens of their language 

EnglisJu Mienuic. 

American, Bas-ton-cow*a-che^ 

. J Father's Siister, . Liiskq, 

^""^' \ Mother^ sistor, - Sfe-quis, 

Arrow, • Ma-joc-ta-le-gan, 
Air, Kum-la-mit, 

Autumn, • Taugh-wagh, 

Brother, Wit-che-ka-teak, 

Blanket, Pc-tu-ga-no-ion, or Bla-keet^ 

Button, Pe-joc-wic-on, 

Boy (very sn^) Me-jou-a-checch, 

Boy (large) Ba-touse, 

Ball, Pe-low-wey^ 

Bow, Aa-be, 

Boat, Wel-bote, 

I M ill I ■ I ■ I i p i I I ■ ■> ' ' ^^—^1 I , ,ii ,, , ^ ^ 

Tht voweh marked art 4toiunfied like u m hat, a in name, ^m 

devopt, i iiichoiR^ and i in field. 

. H 
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Beaver, 

Bircb trec^. 

Bipcbbark^ 

Blacky 

Black clotlv ' 

Blue, 

Cbriat^ 

Cap^ (a woman^s) 
Gap, (a man'a, or hat) 

Chest, 

Canoe, 

God-figb, 

Cherry-trct^ - 

Cradle, 

Devil,.. 

Daiighter,r . 

DoHarf 

©og, 

Duck, 

Day, 

Englishman^ 

Evemitg, 

Frenchman^ 

Fisl^ 

Father^ 

Finger, 

Flint, 

Fiddle, 

Fire, 

Fox^ 

Feather, 

Girl, (smaliy 

Girl, (large) 

God, 

Gun, 

Goose, 

Hand, 

Head,. 

Hair,. 



Fib-be-nagh-att,. 
Go-beet, 

N«^be-nog*hon, 

Mashk-wee, 

Mac4o-wake, 

Mac-to-wake4-9ooi}fr 
. Mus-sor-na-mook, 

W»hich-i¥il-le^nix-cuav» 
. Me-joti*a-eheech,« 
Aaj-wes-un, 
Ab-el-c-too-a-«ic,. 
Es-ca-e-gan,. 
Que-tan, 
Pa&-choo, 
Me-te, 

Teug-he«nagh'>an'^ 
HuiMoo,. 
Un-toose, 

Nec-ta-geek, ,(g hard)) 
Kt-mooche, 
She-s!p, 
Nargueck, . 
An-glash-e-owe,- 
WeHake, 
Wen-nooch, 
Ke-in5Sch, 
Nooch, 

Un-tel-a-wig-anf, 
M&lse, 

Ab-bc-a-jidck, 
Fuc-tow, 
Who-quisk, 
Ee-guing, 
ASi-pe-ta-cheech^ 
Aa-pe-tes, 
Ke-soulk, 
Paas-cow-we,. 
Se*nunk, 
Un-put-en, 
Mo-nou-ehte,:, 
Kursa^pQB^, 
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English. 
Heaven, 
aieU, 
Herring, 
jndiam, 
Iron, 
Knife, 

Liake, (of fresh W3tei^) 
Lobster^ 

JMTapk, (wfiitc) 

M^gasin, (Indian shoc^) 

Mosquito, 

Morning, 

Vackijrel, 

liail, (Irbn, Slc^ 

Oar, 

Ouer, 

Oak, 

Paddle, 
Potato, 

Rum/ 
Root, 
Red, 

Shoe, 

Son, 

Ship, 

Sea, 

Strawberry^ 

Table, 
Thumb, 
Teeth, 
Tree, 

Uncle, 

White, 
Water, , 

Yellow, 



Jtftcmeroi 
W&-w)ok, 
Mun-doo-a-ke, 
Shoo-gin-a-mec, 
JHe-npa, 
Cus-a-woe, 
W^g-hon, 
W^is-pem, 
Wal-aoirquech, 
Un-kitch, 

Che-oc-che-moorcbe^ 
^UnH:ys<«cn, 
Ka-lo-moaoh, 

Es-kit^ppok, 
Ham*il4)Mnee, 

Pc-lai-go, 

•ilajr-how-fe-guet, 

Wan-jou-tab-OB, 

"^u-be-nic, 

Un-quan-mooHMe^ 

Ta-ba-tdte, 

A-bub-bce, 

Suc-ta-witchq, 

Ou-ta4>ee, 

Ms-quake, 

Ktl-le-dagb, 

Wan-jouk*se-nan, 

Un-que*cheech, 

.Nabig-wan, 

Ec-ke-t&an, 

Ad-wam-ke-wink, 

Pad-da-loo.tee, 
Tce-chcen, 
Ne-bee-del, 
Cum-moochy 

Un-cla-rouc-sis, 

Wab-skc, 
JSa-bogh-wan, 

Wad-ap- ec* 
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EnglUh. 
One, 
Two, 
Three, 
Four, 
Fire, 
Six, 
Sevfiii 
Eight, 
Nine, 
Ten, 
Eleven, 
Twelve, 
Twenty, 
Twenty-one, 
Thirty, - 
Thir^-one, 
Forty, 
Forty-one, 
Fifty, 
Fifty-one, 
Sixty, 
Sixty-one, 
Seventy, 
Seventy-one, 
Eighty, 
Eighty-one, 
Ninety, 
Ninety-one, 
One hundred, 



Micmac* 

Naa-cuit, 

Ta-booy 

. Seest, ^ 

Na-hoo, 

Na-?n, 

As-sa^-coaa, 

Lou-ig-i-na!^^ 

Ug^a*mul-cbiDi, 

Pes-coo*na^eck| 

Un-til-un, 

Un-til-uD-cliel-naa-rCut, 

Un-til-aB<*ch€l?t&-boo, &;c. to nineteen, 

Ta-bun-sHa, 

TarbuiHika-chel-naa-cut, &c. to twenty-nine^ 

Na sin ska, 

Na sin »ka ekel naa cut, &c. to 39, - 

Na winsk^, 

Na win ska cliel naa cut, &c. to 49, 

Na an iry ska, 

Na ai> in ska chel naa cut^ &/• to 59, 

As ta com da sin ska. 

As sa com da sin ska chel naa cut, &c, to 69^ 

Lou ig i nac da sin ska, 

Lou ig i nac da sin ska chel naft cut, &c* (0 79* 

Ug a mul chin da ^n ska, 

Ug a mul chin da i^in ska chel naa cu(,&c*lQr9ft 

Fes coo na deck da sin ska, 

Pea coo na deck (la sin ska chel naa cut, &p^ 

Pes kim tul n^g un, v 

Two hutidred,. Tft boo kcS kim tul nji an, 
Thf ee hundr^, Seest kes kii|v tul na an, ' 
Four hundred, Na hoo kes kim tul na an. 
Five hundred, Na an kes kim tul na an, 
Six hundred, As to com kes kim. tul na an, 
Seven hundred, Lou ig i nac kes kim tul na an. 
Eight hundred, Ug a mul chin kes kim tul na an. 
Nine hundred, ^escoo na deck kes kim tul na an) 
One thousand, Pid win tul na an, 
Two thousand, Ta boo pid win tul na an, 
Threp thousand S^cst pid win tal na an, 
fdur thousand, Nahoo pid wia tul na an, &c» 






fill 



English^ 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesdaji 
Thursday, 
Friday, 
Salurda^, 
Sunday^ 

One day, 
Week, 
Jort^nigbty. 
Month, 
Two months, 
yieajr, 



Micmac. 
Urn s^|ue6 e) o gwamp, 
T& bo!» el o gy^dmpf 
Seest el p guracnp, 
Ka hoo el o gwamp^ 
Quel ta<p mul timpk, 
Ked du gueg de a ic'ink^ 
Lou ig i nac ta sug e nft, 

Negh too be n& an, 
Naa cut teg ub de a hook, 
T& boo teg un de a hook, 
Ncp 191 git tep ca nu set, 
Ta boo tep ca nu sa jic, 
Nep ta gun cue* 



1, 

Thoa, 



StnguJavf 

MiCTMBCf 

Neen, 



Keel, 
Negham' 



Englith* 
We, 

YOH, 

They, 



Plurtfl 

KeBoo, 
Kelow, 
NegamoWi 



V%rh To Dttnce^ 

Singular. 
Annai-kl, I dance,, 

^mal-kan, Thqu d^ncest, 



/ikrmais-kslf He dances. 



PturaL 
Arfftal-kalrttque, We dance, 
A-maUka Werypgh, Ye or yew 

dv>ce, 
Arflial Jfal-de-jik, They da&ce. 



iMtttKfEct Tma** 
Singular, Phtrah 

A mat kt yap, I danced, A mal kal de cup. We dance4. 



A mal kape,. Thou didst 

dance, 
A Dial Jeap9 He did dance, 



A n^al kal de a hop^ Ye or you 

danced, 
A ntal kal dibDic,Tbey danced 



* Thisi prwounsi art never uttd mith the verbs as ii$]thi Eng' 
Hsk'^for exantph sne the^ la»i syllable of the ahimt specimen of 
iht verb to dance, btf whidt^ ii mill appear that the verb contains 
ike p4rs4>n and the number^ as is the case in the DelawarSj and 
Dther Indian dialects,. 
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CHAPTER VL 

C^itf towns and rivers^-^Halifiax^ Sctthmenf ofit^ Expeditinrt 
Jitted out there against tht Fretich in Cumberland^ and dt^ 
s traction of their firts^-^Capture o/Louisbourg and Isle of 
St* Jahnj- — Present state of Halifax^ its Population^ Public 
Buildings and S^iety^ — Durtmxmih^ — Lodge^ — Mount Uhi- 
acke^ — Windsor^-r^ Annapolis^ summary cf its history^ arti- 
cles of capitulation^ attempts for its recovery by the Frenfih, 
— i)ig6y,— Yarmouth^-^^Barrington^-^Shelburne^- Liverpool^ 
— iMnenkurg^ — Chester^ — Truro^ — Villages -of Cumberland^ 
CoL ChurcVs expedition there^ — Pictmif^Shubtnacadit^ and 
Annapolis Rivers^ ^Cm 4rCf 

rpHE beauty and safety of GJielioctp harbour attracted the 
•*- ' notice of speculators at a very early period, and many 
aippIication« were, at different times made for a grant of th« 
land in its vicinity* The famous projector Captain Coram 
was engaged^ in 1718, in a scheme •for settling there, a«d a 

Petition was presented by Sir Alexander Caimes, James 
Douglas, and Joshua Gee,* in behalf of themselves and others^ 
praying for a grant ^poq the eea coast, five leagues S. W. 
and five leagues N. W. of Chebucto ; when they proposed 
to build a town, and to improve the country round it in rais- 
ing hemp, making pitch, tar and turpentine ; and they under- 
took to settle 2G0 families there in three years^ This peti- 
tion received a favourafele report from the LK>rd« of Trade, 
but as it was opposed by the Massachusetts Agents, on ac- 
count of a clause which it contained restraining the fishery, 
it w^as thrown out in the Council. The eagerness with which' 
these petitions were pressed wpon the attention of govern- 
ment, induced ministers to think of taking the settlement in 
their t>wn hands. A measure of this kind had become ne- 
cessary from the many disputes, which had arisen between 
the subjects of England and France, concerning the limits cff 
Kova Scofia, which no treaty had as yet properly ascertained. 
A fort had been raised, and a small garrison maintained 
at AnnapoKs Royal, to overawe the French Neutrals settled 
in the nei|^bourhood; but this did not answer the purpose 
for which it was intended. Upon every rupture or dispute 

^■^■^^i M ■ ■ ■ I I I 1 I . I I ■■»M—»—»—^—»-^».— «»»».. ■ -p I »^— «^— «JI^— — ^W 

* The author of a well known work on Trade* v 
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feefween (he two- crowns, these plantej*s, forgetting tbe ir new* 
ii'ality, intrigued with the Indians, cooiBiunlcated intelligence 
tx> their own countrymen settled «it St. John^s and Cape Bre-- 
•d«v and did all tie ill offices thciv hatred could Mggesl. 
jigainsi the the colonies and subjects of Great Britain. 

A scheme was now formed fcHr making a new establish^- 
menty which shoidd farther confirm and ex^tend the ppopert j 
and dominion of the crown of Great Britain in that large- 
tract of country,, clear the uncultivated grounds, constitute 
communities, diffuse the benefits of populaiioiiand agricul- 
ture, and( improve the fishery of that coast,, which might be- 
sender«d a new souisce of wealik and commence to old Eng- 
llBind. The particulars of the plan having been duly considereoy 
k wa» laid before Hi»9fejesty, who approved of the desigo^ 
and referred the execution ot it to the board »£ Trade and 
Plantations^ over which the Earl of Halifax presided* This^ 
Boblemany iendued by nature with an excellcat capacitj^ 
which had been diligently and judiciously cultivated,, animar^ 
ted with' liberal sentiments^ and fired with an- eager spii'it oF 
]^trtotism,. adopted the plan with the most generous ardour^ 
and cherished the infant colony with paternal '■. afiection. The 
Commissionerji for Ti*ade and. Plantations- inamediately ad- 
vertized, under the sanction of His Majesty's authority, that 
proper encoumgement would be given.to such of the officers^ 
and private men, lately dismissed from the land and sea ser- 
vice, as were willing to settle, with or without families^ in the 
Frovince of Nova Scotia, The scheme was so feasible, and 
the encouragement SCH inviting, that in a little time from 3,750 
to 4,000 adventurers with their families were enlered^ accor-*- 
ding, to the. direction of the* Board of Trade, who, in the be* 
ginning of May, set sail from England^ under the commancE 
©f Colonel CorawalKs, whom the Kiitg had appointed theirr. 
Governor; and towards the latter end of June 1T40, arrived 
at the place of their destiftation,. the harbour of Chebucto^ o» 
tfie sea coast of the Peninsula, about midway between Gape 
Ganso and Cape Sable, one of the most secure and comme^ 

^ dious havens in the world, and^well suited for the fishery^ 
Governor Cornwallis no sooner arrived in this harbowr 

, than he was joined by two regiments of Infantry from Cape 
Breton, (which had been restored to the French by the trea- 
ty of Aix La Chapelle,) and a company of Rangers of Anna- 
polis* lie then pitched upon a spot for the settlement^ and 
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HBfiHployed the people in ckfltring the gfonncJ forlftyiftgtlie 
ibundationB of a towii ; bwt some inconvenie'nciei being di^ 
tx>vcped in this situatioFt, he cho96 another to the ndrthpirard, 
Jnear the harbonr, on. an easy -Rscent, e0nHiianding « pros- 
pect of the whole Peninsulsf, and well supplied with rivuletft 
•of freehand wholesome water. Here he began lo boiH a 
lowTi on a regular plan, in latitude 44® 40/ n&rth^ ^stnd 63** 4tr 
"vreftt longitude, and about ten mileti^ distant kcaa the moutk 
-df the harbour. To this piiace he gave tihe >nam€ of Halifax, 
-in honour of the noMentun who bgd the greatest s^bare in 
founding the colony, and before the approach of winter, 
zhofve 300 comfortable wooden hooves were buik, the whole 
enrrounded by a strong palisade^ 

In the first chapter of this book, I atCempted to trace the 
{political transfersof thi» eourttry, and stat^ that h was'fkial- 
ly ceded and secured io Great Sritain by the Treaty of 
tJtrecht. It was, nevertheless, the secret but firm di?termi- 
nation of the court of France torepossesa herself of it >as soon 
«bs the position of her affairs would warrant th<(^ attempt. The 
conduct of her agents and emtssarieff sioon gave socii strong 
indications of this design, that it wa« found necessary for tjais 
infant colony to put forth all its energies, lo secure its very 
existence. 

Before I enter into a detaUed description of the present 
state of Halifax, 1 siiall give an account of the difficulties it 
encountered in its first settlement, a«id the expeditions it fit- 
ted out against it43 enemies. 

Halifax was no sooner built, than the Frcncli: spirited the 
Ifidians of that neighbourhood to commit hostilities agajinst 
the inhabitants, some of whom they murdered, and others they 
carried prisoners to Louisbourg, where they «old them for 
arms and ammunition ^ the French pretending that they 
maintained this traffic from motives of pure compassion, in. or- 
der to prevent the massacre of the English captives ; whom^ 
however, they did not set at liberty without exacting an ex- 
orbitant ransom. 

A* those skulking parties of Indians were genefally directed! 
and headed by French commanders, repeated complaints^wcre 
.nvade to the Governor of Louisbourg, who still answered, that 
hi« jurisdiction did not extend over the Indians, and that 
their French conductors were choson from the inhabitants 
of Annapolis, who thought proper U> remain dn that »«ountrjr ' 



<4^¥r hyi(t9»t€lM to the'^hgiidli, and #<iittedn fk^ the 
"j^ccs of Great firitnm. Even while 4iie eonferenceft^ireHr 
'^carried on, feraseeftaininj^ th)e limits of Nova Scfciiisi) tkt 
«OoVernor •oPCaiMid& <letaftlied M. La Come, with sooie ttfgi^ 
4ar troaps,atid a txkly of inilida, to fortify a post mn iheBajr 

* of Chigttemo (CumbefiiMid) on pmcnce that tUa, ami !» 
^great pnH gC -the pemAMila, berongcd to hit Govar^maiN. 
' "^f he poftlieiiiofi of this ' poet siiaated on the aarrow IsthaitB 
' * wliteh cdniMiela Nova Scdtiii «irith M«w Brum wick, tiot'oidr 

*a^ifr^ ^to^elndiaat of the 'Cokitifientii free entranoe mb 
^6 P^nihsdhi, and a safe fotfeat in case oDpursuitf but^adip 

encouraged -the Frendh kihabitaats of Anilapdlyi to rise jjo 
^open rebellion against the Bn^flish Govermmmt* 

tnthe spring of the je» 4 756, General OarDwaltisvGbwi^ 

'Aor of Haitfajt, d^ta<5ned Major Lawrence with a lew «ifn 
noTedoee tbemtoobadi^tice* At kis approach ifaey bnniAd 
^eirtown to ashes, fenook their possessions, and thrHv 
^l^ms^es Under ttheprofdetion of M. La'Corne, who ^as 

)r,eii\forced, "found himself at the head of 1,M0 men, wdll|M>* 
'Tided with at^s atid ammonitiion. Major Lawmncebsing un- 
' able to eop^ l^ith bidi in the field, demanded an interv'ie^, 
^\Bt.#hich he desired to know fcnr what ibause the French inllia- 
'bitaffts of Nova Scotia Wl9 shaken off their aliegianoe ^o the 
Hefown ^f €l*eat'Srft&inj -and vkdated the ^nemrality whiih 
'thef- had 'hitherto ^ibcted to profess. The (^rench officer, 

witfadm pr^ftending to account for then* 'faehavioar, gave him 

to understand, in general terms, that be bad ordei^ todefead 

* his post, and these orders he was detemnned to'obej* The 
'^.ngHsh major finding himself too w^sak^to attadc tbrfranttdd 
."force, and haying no Oi^cr's to commit bostilittes against aoj 
'bot the Indkris and th^ir open abettors, returned to if altfakr 
^without baVing been abte 4o fulfil the purpose of Mil expedi- 
tion. Immediatety after bis r^etreat, the French ffevtrals life- 
twmed to their redpeetive farms, and in conjunctibn with the 

* Indians, tene wed their depredation.^ upon the inhabitants t>f 
Halifax and its dependent settlement. The English Grovernor, 

' Jdstty incensed at these outrages, and seeing they wodd net- 
'iber submit to theiEnglieb Go^mment themselves, ht)r aHow 
' otbers fo ^ftjpy it iffth ti^tiqtriMty^ residved td eicpel tbitn 
' eflfectMlly from the xhwititty.* Msjc/t Lawrence wds - a^n 

? , T ,ia ./ Ai i . t ,i . 1 ' » i-m i, ..iJ ..-.la.,..., m^ 1^ ,i,.i ; y . f . d i nfthlfc 4 lIl M I 



Jetacfaed wfth 1 ^603 aen, transporttd hj tea to CKjjpieefoii 
(Cumberland), where he found the French and Indians in*' 
trenched in order to dispute his landing. Notwithstanding, 
this op{x>srtion. he made a descent uriih a few comyames, 
feceived and returned a smart fire, and rushing into their' 
inirencbmentSf obK^d thern^ to flj with tihe utmost prteipitc^ 
lion, leaving a: considerable number killed and wounded on 
the spot. The fogittves sav«d themselves by croftsing a rivcr^ 
on the further bank of which La Come stood at the hfsad at 
• his troops, drawiy up in' order to p^eiva them as friends anii> 
dependantir. He had bjr this time erected a fMrt,^ which he* 
'denominated Beau Sejour;. and now the English' buifc anor^ 
ther on the opposite side of the river, which was called, after 
its founder, Fort Lawrence. This being provided with « 
' good garrison, served as a chteK: upon- the French, and ia: 
some measure restrained the incursions of their barbarian** 
Not that it effectually answered this purpose, for the Indiaas 
and Neutrals still seized every opportunity of attacking the 
' English in the interior parts of the Peninsula. 

In the course of the succeeding' year, they surprised the- 
Kttle town of Dartmouth, on the olner side of Halifax Bay^. 
where thej^ killed' and scalped a great number «f people^^ 
* and carried off some others. For these expeditions th»» 
French always supplied them with boats, canoes, arms, and 
ammunition ; and indeed they were conducted with such case 
and secrecy, that it was almost impossible to prevent their 
success. The Ihdians continued to plunder and mai^sacre' 
the British subjects with impunity, and. w^e countenanced 
by the French Govemn«ntintthat country, who no« strength- 
ened their lodgment on the neck of tbe Peninsula at Cumber-* 
land with an additional fort, distinguished by the name ^ 
Baye Yerte, and built a third at tte momh ^ St*- Jaha^s^ 
River, on the north side of the Bay ef Fundy. 

In the beginning of the yeaF 1 755^ the Assembly of Massa*' 
chusetts^ Bay in I^w England, passed ait act prohibiting atf 
correspondence with the French at Louisboung'; and early in. 
the spring they raised* a body of troops which was transpoit*- 
ed to Nova Scotia, to assist Lieutenant Governor Lawrence 
in driving the French from the encroachments, th^ had^made" 
«ipon the Province. Accordingly, towards the end of May^ 
• the Governor sent a large detachment of troops, und^ the. 
command o£ Lieutenant Colonel Monhion upon thii m^^ g 
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three frigates and a sloop were dispaiehed vp the Bar"^ 
of Fimdy, under the command of Captain fioua, to give their * 
asmatance bj sea. The troops, upon their arrival at the 
River Massaqnashy ibuod the passage stopped by a large 
tittmber of regular fsrcoB, rebel Neutrals or Acadiani, and - 
IncliailS)-4IOof whom -occupied a blockrhouse, wkh cannon, - 
-moumed on their side of the river; and the rest were posted • 
wMma a strSAg breast-work of timber, thrown up by way of - 
oistwiorkto the bloc k-house. The £nglish Provincials attacked • 
this place with sach spirit, ^at the enemy were obliged to fly, * 
vnd tea^ethctt in possessipn of the breast-work. Then the 
^omsen in the block*4iouse deserted it, and left the passage 
*.o£ the river free* From thence €k>Ionel Moukton aavanced • 
to- the -French fortoffieau Sejour, which he invested, as far 
at least as the small number of his troops would permit, on ' 
tbte ifithof June; and after four days' bombardment obliged 
it -to stirrejider^ though the French had twenty-six pieces 
of cannon nottmCed, and plenty of ammunition, and the Eng- 
lish had not placed a single cannon upon their batteries* 

The gaiihison wi^s sent to Louisbourg, on condition of Dot 
bearings arqsis in America for the $pace of six months ; and 
tbe Aoadlans who had joined the French, were pardoned, in ' 
considtratioii of their 4iavin| been forced into that service* 
Cofoael HonkUMi, after puttmg agairison into this place, and 
•d^mgiag its name to that of Gumberlakd, the next day at* > 
tacked end reduced the other French fort, upon the river 
GaspevesAix, frhieh runs into Ba^ Verte, inhere he likewise 
fixmd a largoiquaatity of provisions aad slores of all, kinds; r 
thst being the chief magazine for supplying the French !•• 
diaiis tttid Aeadiaiis 4rith arms, ammunition, and other ncces* 
«9rfss^ He then disariQed these last to the ntnnber of 1 5,000, 
aad'ui the laeacitime Oaptain Rous with his ships sailed to 
the mouth of the river St. John, to attack the new fort the 
FroQoh had erected there ; but they saved him that trouble 
by abaAdoniog it upon his appearance, after having burst: 
their cannon, blown up their magazine, and destroyed as far < 
asttbey had time, aU the works they had lately raided. The 
fii^ish had butdrWenty men killed, and about tbe same num-' 
beriWduodod^ in the whole of this expedition, the success (^ 
w4iilsb lecuf ed the trai^quility of Nova Scotia. • 

: A'p^iymrM rival and enemy still remained unsubdued in 
the iMi^bomrh^iQd, and it .was found impossible to ^arry oo 






Ca^B^taaraod (li€ Island pi S^Jdm^ }mvmiii^ ff^fi^ 
aiiApfs tfafDrQforet were m^de for the rediiieiapn .^f . iHelQ plfKOefk^ 
M^fiti Gen^ttl A«hier»t and the celebf aiecKjitReval WoUe^b^- 
ing,^htd by Admiral Boscat^€» vfkh a fleet and f<«'(^f».fipQlil. 
Ep^bftdiy tbSe. whoW armameiKt ^eoodjstiiag Qf.^^7 s»iV%i^ 
thjMT 4ep9f fture from ih<9 h^rb^wr of HaJmx! iniNoys^ Sq«H«^.. 
otl:tl^ Sdirh; of Mai]% and-oa the %et^h^^i»fK^ pwftfoi.M^ i 
trm^pQMkMcMqr^'xt the Bay of Gabaru$, erbautf ft^eo^vy^t* 
t0f'ih9 nvesivtard of Loui^^oiirg* The garriaon of ihU placoi^i: 
comiQMded bf'tbe CKeyali(rDruoorvCaA9i9ted of2iJ^^i«^ 
gi^r ti^oopsv dOQ'miliiia Iprmed of the botPgher^, af^ iowapd» 
thiBjenid of.ihje eieg^.they were reiirforc^d by 5^0 Cgknadiwi#,j 
inelndUeg' m%y Indians* The harbpur was stJc^ped^lQr; ^^, 
sUps.of ihe Utwv a»d five friga-fce*^ three erf whi<?fa ^be eneo^} : 
siM^aGi^99:thFe|iar4K>ur^d mouth, io order t<^reii^pi|in^Ci:p%qr! 
sihjb tO' the Eogiis^ shiipping^ After 2f b^ave defeittje- ol uf»- > 
W4|^a of tweaty days^ Lonisbowrg surrende«^.«M&<iloo,ite 
27th day^. of July^ three i^ompaniea of greiiadie«seoi«Miianded 
bytMaJEor FarquhairtookpoisesQionoftht weateso-^te; aiid 
K>^(uetf Whitodiore was det^at^hed in4o ihtf to^n to s&e the f 
gaitUoDv fey dowa theiv arms^ and detiver u^ ihem dolooi^: r 
OQ' ih<^«spkhade,ia6d:t)0>pott the necessary 'giiaffdi» ^m ^h^^-. 
stbceSf isik{ae£iDe« and ramparts^ Tfaoa at thi$ exp^j^&e id^ 
ahout 409}a»fii( hiUed.dfkd womided^ the Engiis^ ot^i«M^'; 
ptaaes^i^ erf*, dbe important Island of^Qapc Bitelon, and ^ t 
strong Ti>vmi of Liotii9bi»$iirg, in ^^hidir the yioters .foiaafd 93it) 
pfacea of caMoi^. with ^igbteeo oioftajs^ anda;.oofi«id^^bUi&;t 
q«Mi)rity ofistoifes and anuaviDiti«qK. The intfcchaiita awdi p^ r 
bebiiaats! iarefeiaeali! to France in. £ng}i^ bo^Smok^ h^i <hgi[> 
g^finniOin, togekhtr xruii tho«ca^&0rs,«QarihQ9*aiidiilariiMi9f c^ 
asiouuDHiQfl mall tp 3,6^7 pmoaecB^ were tr^m^raKlQd {tQiE|Rr*< 
gbnd.: The lo96 of Loujaboeirg i«Aa ^ wore ^etehil^'fei^ft^Kt 
ibt Frenelt King, ; aa k had; been attended) Ai^ith the doitm^r T 
tifln of ss>'ih^iy. considerable ships imd irigatesux Tlmfipkirtii^ ' 
calarsr.df this Mnsaction ifere iii^afiediajticly 'C^ } 

laaidV in . ia vessel liispalehed for that ptir^^^ wi& CapMtjit . 
Attbersl^ bpolherto th^ Commaaderf who.nva&.aboeiitfljat^d ; 
w)iahR#eirven pj^ir, of colours taken at LoiHsh0tiffg v thj»»eeweiOf* 
by his Majesty's .erder« carried ia- .pomfpooa fMrikde^ eeytoHMkf 
b|r<db«a^bhietKls &f hone and foot, guarda, with Uettlir/dcttlia 
Md tfuflijpete, (tofSL the Pa)»pe of Keoainsloa tn^'Sft^ Fanji^'r 



dMcbanrgd of canooik and other naisj e:tpressiooB of iriuiapb ' 
attd 'ezoltotiacu. Indeed the puilrc pejoicings for th* coom^ 
qiM9t pf LoliisbKnif g iirejrc diffTuBed through eTiery pact of :tfa«: 
Bviti&kr <d0iniiim8y and' addresses oF congratiilatmi wen .|m«^ * 
s«Di<d tSitfie King hf a*gr«wt ptfrnbtv of flourishing, loivtfs" 
and ooyy ef tttkiiJB >: *After the reduction of Cape Brtcany smis:: 
i^wp3. vmt^ flefaehed wkb a > bodjr of troops under thecoi«i.»: 
fsamof'LieiiseoantCobnBJ L^rdiKoIki to cate' posmnmru' 
of the Island of St. John, which also lies in the gttlf ^ 6i> 
Lftnqrenae, add ' by its: fertiit^y in^ cortV'attd cattief hadsinte 
ibe'. bej^iring'Of war, supplied Qu^bfec with coitSsderaUeii 
qiMi^ties of provisbn. kr^wsa^ likewise the^asyluflvto-wUefe. 
tljnrjFi^neh.NeatralspC An«(apDf)i9fied for skislteir firospcther'. 
Bttglish'CbTeraiBent $ ami (hr retrci ^ from' irhMioe. tbey aodf ^ 
;thfl.'l»di»ns' used to make their sudden iftfaptions into Notsci 
jSttotii, whiere* they perpetrated tbte' ovoot mhuman bavbaistito^ 
oft.*tl^srdlB4etice(«s9 svbjects of Gr«f?at fivftaim 

't'ittinmfcer of/inhabitants amount^ to 4^t00vvlw»8ub«>' ■ 
mftmd^ attdt-biJOH^iii tkeik* atsis; Chen^ Lvrd Rolh) tooiopos^n 
semcm'Of -the GortYvtor's -qtiarcef Sy wherr hit? founds seTCAli 
sca)p9 of Engiisikmiri^'iyfaknn'th'h stf^es: had assassinated^'^ ki;) 
caiist9i]Q6aoe of 1^ encoisrhg«ineat twj re(9iived fronr their' 
paitroha ttind aitres; vHho grati^ed fiim witH^ icrertaiii prtihiiiiiri 
for ' erefy Jgca^tp -they pfoduced. The island was stoclwAI 
.Mihnal9oye'TO,MQT beafi «£4riiL<gk tfmh\ and'someo^tbe fan»4? 
eis^raisid ea6h- l,tO0 baflhei^^of toitfl a(ifiua}|}nfprth0^iiitr<ji 
)cci ef QvelTee^ ' By aisiiebdssto4of victorfesfovvr tfaeser^iateic^ '- 
D«l> imd/iwi^hlKAiifingf ensmto, tbe mhobitaitti of Halifeii t 
xnerd plavcfe^tn ta' sitimtion t9i p^sct^^ chef setthnHent) of tini ^ 
cMttiry,! theirtitadr Tiiid lliilkA^S' tri^MiNrt iiiaiestatini;: 9mA': 
fism that <pBpi«d thd toisA^liiiS! iiierd^Hse<^ T^ith 'geeat tapidk^ f 
Iti»*i«oiii'tim nihfff iii'i«m;th sMdabcMia'i^ani&refatnflraiK' 
MdiHj Ofbmy^iarsiiiiaJisbcNHi'^'giVM^ 
ptanraiK^v seMemb laitger A^'faanri]^ t^^ .«rf tton 

c4di iKtfiidiiigs^ and t&e^ 4ncriM%U>fi(W)ea|fli bavhig eti$JbMtib6M 
pe«ifvilrtoiis M^ *btii)d 4a>fter aMJ^ boeter edjfitnss. ' * \»'^epittt 
tbejD <(Kiire « beem rerplaiEad^ ' by ^ biritdi^igs' (0f'stMi«"attili7ridkv 
whk a ik eairt now be- erected at as lotf^ a mie aathose^ of- ieood;i 
^EhatHiote iiambet* of' heoses ifi.lBlT^^^ to 1,000%'} 
bnt Has liofmidefafclNf^fniofeamd'Sfnce thPas^eriods* The mafo 7 
0kmUi 9mffme^lM<^'fAiJiib9iJB0ii^^ ^ 
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Mi«r# €t rif^hi angles. Wster ' street is di^ ivdlpa^^ ^^Wt* 
tkb side path neadjr flagged for the accoininodatk>n of foot pas* 
sengers* During the war, Halifax was thought to cootain 
about 13,000 inhabitants, and in 1818, 10,000 but tkepopi»*, 
lation at present does not exceed 9,000* It has .a mfeat, t»- 

{^etable, and fish market all extremeiyweil supplied* The- 
atter ia particular deserves notice, on account ol the qnaiilyo 
and variety: Gff .fish, the low price at whiefa it is sold^ smd^tM-: 
impoFtaace of *the eslablishinent to the poorer class ^of^thei. 
communitj^ * ' ;..*$< 

' There are two churches of the Established Religion, one-/ 
in the centre of the town, and the other in the-north*westi 
sttbtu^bs; one chapel for the Rmnan Catholics, t^fo -meeting 
houses for the Presbyterians, one Methodist chapel^^nd one 
Anabaptist meeting house. There is nothing renva#kable'ia * 
the appearance of th^e buildings* They are pUJRf sidistaii«; ; 
tial, and suited to the size of the town and' the iexteni of their" 
respective congregations* Of government establishmenta- 
the most important is the King's Dock Yard* This was com- 
menced about the jear 1758, and has been n^ oiily of infi« : 
nite. servibe to the n^vy,. during the late wer, but by itS'Tery 
great expenditure of money, of most essential advantage to 
the Province* k is tnciosied on the side towards the'towR 
by a 'high stone wall^ end contains within tt very commodious 
bbildtngs for the residence of its officers and servants, besides 
skMPes, warehouses, and workshops, of different descriptions." 
It is on a more respectable fooling than any in, Amerieai^ and * 
thrvastfluitiber of shippine: nefitted^here during the last tiren*^' 
ty yeafs, and the prodigious labour and duty perfori&ed On-: 
them, are t^dng- prbofs of its regulation and order/ The*. 
n#^ect <^ these valuable works at Ihe present peridd, cannot 
birt eMtte regret in every beholder. • The remoral of the 
It»vft] StoreS' to 'the Bermudas #fts extremely ii^tldidous* : 
Bermuda it by no means suited lor a receptaele of those/ 
articles, which, contifiually ass aiied: by the elf mate and Hisoetft 
peenBar to ihe ouiltry, sooft d^cay* It is still less cateela^. 
tdi for therHospitalv to the amecess of whicb.'tiM dicm{MifSs/j 
of' the atmosphere and the scarcity' and high pvice'ofrfxriMHM ; 
si(m seem to impose msurmountable impediments^ isdepei»>'' 
jd^ily T)f these ob|ectioas, it appears to ^be the opmio»^/ eie*' 
pewenced j^ersbns, thnt the wdrks eannotbe^completodUn" 
tb^a}merdi<Miigfiredv6»m obatacles' of a lo^al naiiMitty wtaifeli^t 



<M/M¥ir be-«?ereoifte ^Ktmoifei^ Tim Dock If ami ^ 

Halifax un tbe contrary is situated in a fine commodipus ha'r* 
t>our, in a hcaUhy cliiuatc, and ia a couBtry abounding with 
pfovisioa of aJl kinds. In the rear of the Dock Yard, und ot» 
%a elevated piece of ground that overlooks the works and 
tbe harbour^ is the AdnuraPs house, which is a plaia stone 
l>«ikling cohered with Roinan cement. This house, with it» 
«ttt-buiiding8» &Cr was completi^d in 1 B2Q ; and as its nam^ 
.itencMies intended for the use of the Admiral or Commodore 
commanding on the station* The Naval Kospiial, whicl^ 
was attached to the Dock Yayd, was unfortunately destroyed 
by fire a few years ago, and* has not yet been rebuilt. 
, There are two Barracks in the town, one on theftortb, and 
the other on the south side of the Ciiadel Hill, in which part 
0t three regiments are generally quartered. They are buili 
^ wood, aiul contain nothing pactieulasly deserving notice* 
except the Library, whieh was established by the Earl oT 
Dalhousie for the use of the officers of the garrison. 

The other government buildings are the GeneraPs House^ 
or j^sidencc of the Commandant,. the Military Hospital, built 
hy the late Duke of Kent^ and tbe Stores belonging to the 
Ordnance. 

The Colonial Buildings are Government Houses the Pro- 
vfhce Building and the Court House. The first, which is the 
residence pf the Lieutenant Governor, is built of brown free 
stone well polished, and is situated in the south end of the towiv 
The Province 6uildi«g is also erected of. an excellent free 
stone, and is the best built and handsomest edifice in IKoribr 
Ameriea. The dimensions of it arc 1 40 feet in length, 70 ii» 
width, and 42 fn height* It contains all the public Provia-* 
cial OflSces, the Secretary's, Survf^yor GeneraPs, Treasui*crV 
Prothonotary's, &c. Also apartments* for the Legislature 
and Supreme Court,, lobbies, vestibures, anti-rooms, &;c. Ik 
has two passages on the ground flboii, one extending the whole 
length 01 the buildings and one running from the front to tbe 
Bear.. It is situated in the centre 'Of the ton nr in the middle of 
a square, the whole of which is neatly inclosed with anr \t0^ 
fence* Thia building is much bcyotid the state of Novat 
Scotfa, and on too Targe and expensive a scale for the meiu)fr 
and revenue of the country. 

The Court House is a plain brick building in which theve 
ji aa £j^9Pge Room for the merchants^ and suitable apart^ 
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^inefnt* fer the Court ot'Commotk fteas. fli^rc fealio allfrgii 
wooden boflding, catted Free Masons^ HhU^ in" which the 
ptrblic assemblide fordaacfng areusjaaily h^id. 

Besides the Schools and the Poor House, eli^ewhere in> 
ticed, 'Halifax contams a Hou«e of Correction or Brkfcivel^ 
'Which was est^biidhed ifn f^ld. Persons designated in th^ 
-act, as liable to be committed to drideurell for a time not ex- 
ceeding seven years^ are desctibed vaguely as tJisordcriy 
tind idle people " who uolotioasly mispend their titne to thfe 
;neglect of their own and family's support," and thd*e Who 
•are tsonvicted of any clergyafble or ** lesser criminal oifenWri** 

There are in the township a Paper Mill, a Sugar Refinery, 
Tind a Distillery. This place also maintains Ave weekly 
Newspapers which are as well edited and fnanaged as any iii 
^orth America^ 

The fcarboar" of Halifax, which is about sitt^^n Itiiles irt 
length, is large enough to coiftain any number of shipping id 
perfect sifety. It lies nearly north and south, and t^^rnrin- 
'ates in a beautiful sheet of water, called Bedford Basin, ir^ 
*which there are ten square miles of good anchorage ground. 
A Light-House on a small island (narks the ehtrance. Thfe 
lantern is elevated above the pea 200' feet. A ^mall part/ df 
artfllery are stationed there to attend the sigftals, and are 
tutnished with two 1t4 pounders as alarm guns. 

This harbour havitig no riv6r connected with it (fOr Sack-' 
Tille riveris a mere brook), and the wind during winter pre-' 
Tailing from the north a«d north-west, there is ko floating ice^ 
tod .it very tarely occurs that it is sd frozen as to tdipede na- 
v^tion. There is an island at the entfj^nce of th^ harboor 
called M*Nabl)*s, whirh was originally granted lo Lord Corn- 
'wallis in 1?8S, and by him sold to the father of the present 
proprietor for one thousand pounds. It Contains about onfe 
thousand and nitieiy acres. Viewing Halifax from the en- 
trance of the hart)our, it hafe a v^y pleasing appearanCt*. 
It Is situated on the side of a high hill, and as it contains ^^ 
Yeral churches and public Ijuildings, which are aft on ah ele- 
•^ted ground, it appears milch larger Ihan it really is ; consfe-* 
•qirenily thtere is a felting of disappointment, at finding that 
it is TiOt watity bot effeCl. To one accustonjed'to the good 
old. sUfbstantial towns of Europe, and who has ri^ver se^^ 
America, this new and wooden town presents a nov-el 'an«^ 

Ittcefesttog wcne. Th« tmjptkVe\t Btf €^, thfe gi^t Ittequaftrf 
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(a the si^e of the houses, and the extreme diAproportian h^ 
tweea it3 public ledific^i ^ud private buildings, seldom fail to 
attract remark* There is nothing uniform here, nor can 
there )¥cU be in a place which^ anticipating a gfeat incred^e 
^iih the growth of this country, erects its pi^blic buildings for 
po&terity, sind its private Ones for the teni{)orarjr wants of the 
day* And yet the first and the last impressions metde by tbisi 
place are very dissio^ilan The incongruities w^ peculiari- 
ty of this Colony, in a short time lose their novelty, and cease 
to e|[cite remark \ and we soon begin to find thie same reli- 
gion, the sape spirit of loyalty, and, though differing in many 
Eartjculars, yet on the whole ^e same manners as in. Eng- 
md. The society is composed of the permanent inhabit- 
ants, the officers of the army and navy and their families^ 
and the officers of public departments* 

Many persons have been stri^ck with the resemblance be<9 
tweeo the society of this town, ^nd that of a watering place 
in England, from i\ie constant fluctuation which it is perrietu- 
^llv under^oin^ by the change Of its inhabitants, Oi^cers 
holding sanations under government, generally intpripiic 
largely in ;^iety, and by the tirpe they l^ave estahiislied a 
circle of acquaintance and friends,.^ ren^Qval takes place ; 
iuit this removal is no qrdmary one, it is nut to this or that 
post^ but it is to another hemisphere, from the new to the old 
world, and is attended « Ith this painful a4ditiop tp the sepa- 
ration, that it is probably for ever. The {European part 
of the society do not look forwprd to Spending thf ir latter 
days in ^ova Scotia, and the idea of boifie se)dom iptermii^es 
w^th their schemes of life* 

There is a great want pf p^rRl^^^ncy in the society, a fix- 
^e of families* This tri^nsitory state of things is mcident 
to every Colony, but it is not the liess injurious tp it* It i> 
obvious that this mode of regarding the country as a bire4 
hou&e, as ready furnished lodgings which we can quit at a 
moment^s w^iming, leaves the landlprd but little ground tp eX' 
pect, that the tenant will expend much in repair or su]DStan- 
tial improv^nents, in beautifyipg pr orpameptjng the pre- 
mises, when he intends to qujt at the eiipiration of bis lease. 
Among this class there is li^^le or nope of that feeling of local 
attachment, tliat affection for things and places, that regard 
^r names and persons, which, though apparently unimpor- 
tant in itseK) constitutes the very association of ideas, which 

J ..... . 



16 iKe parent of tfie aniar patrid^ or love of country. TBikv 
«vil has however its counterbalance, these gentlemen bring: 
with them English manners, English principles and English^, 
feeling. Thev keep alive in the Colony an attachment, not 
only for individuals in England, but for the government and! 
country itself} and, although most come with an intention toe* 
return, some settle in the Province for life. To them also Ha- 
lifax is indebted for most of its splendour and gaiety.* A mer*- 
chant on the contrary who>araa^es much property at Halifax^ 
and removes to Great Britain to enjoy the fruits of his labours,. 
exhausts the funds of the country ;. a^d large sums of money 
have at various times been transferred in that manner fron** 
the Colony for ever. There are altvays-in* ibis town' a few 
British merchants whose intention \% to return to Europe, ancif 
their hope to return .soonw The wealth of the Ph)vince there- 
fore is not xrentred at Halifax a» many people suppose. If 
we hear of large mercatitile establlahments, rich firms, &c. it 
is necessary to inquire who arc they composed of. Are they^" 
natives of the country, or arc they strangers ?/ If of the first 
class their wealth belongs to the country, and* may be place(F 
in the column of the table which estimates its riches, if noV 
their property can no more be said to belong to the town,.. 
than the ships in the harbour, which carry, ihe flags of differ- 
ent nations. It is like a caravan which halts- at a village, it 
fills it with riches to-d^yt-but it departs on the morrow. The 
real wealth of the Province therefore, is not at Halifax, it iy 
in the country, in the owners of the soil, in the respectable 
body of yeomen who hvc on their own farms; whose im- 
provements are their country's,. the individual amount of 
whose property 19 small but permanent. 

The style of entertainment, the hours, &tc. are always iir 
imitation of those at Government House, the residence of the 
Lieutenant Governor. The fashions of the place are import- 
ed frorp Great Britain ; and in respect to the dress and man* 
ncrs of the inhabitants in general, it is that of a provincial 
town in England. 

The gayest season is in winter. The first fi^ll of snow la 
Sailed as the commencement of amusement. Sleighs built^ 
decorated and trimmed in all the difierent shapes and form^^ 
that the fancy of the owners can devise, immediately m,ake' 
their appearance ; some driven with four horses, and soma 
with two, either abreast or tandem* So long as the- sn^Miv. 



ciDiftiiiues on the ground, this amtisement is prosecutecl wit^h 

threat eagerness and spirit* In the winter also there are pub- 
ic assemblies for dancing got up by subscription aofiong th« 
inhabitants, or by the officers of the difierent regiments, and 
•sometimes by both. Besides these there are balls given by 
.the Governor* These balls arc either public or private, 
cither confined to a -select society, or extended generally to 
«al) who hav.e admission to Government House* 

Of late years the town has ^een much enlivened by an 
^mateu^ theatre, fitted lip in very good taste, and plays per- 
ibrmed by the officers of the garrison and their ladies, which 
4ends to increase the gaiety of the place, and pass away the 
4iunness 9f the winter* In most other particulars Halifax 
^esen^bles a county town in Etigland, and therefore needs but 
4ittie additional observation* 

The arrival -of die jBngli^ jsackete in the spring is 
^n event anticipate4 witix much anxiely, as the recom- 
/nenceiBent of direct Jnterpp^rse with fingland* The de- 
parture of the last in autumn also excites some interest, as it 
as the period at wjiich i^ i^ usual •to anake the remittances 
which are to cloee the accoimts pf the current year. The 
cessation pf the packet swvioe .djjring winter is perfectly un- 
fiecessary, as Halifax is at ail sea^pps of the year accessible* 
jf the 4nail pan be <5onveyed every mpniih regularly by a 
government vessel from Bermuda to ijalifax as at present, 
*vhy can it not as well be sent by the p^ckjet ? Yet such has 
i>een the arrangement (or some years past* 

The ground occupied by government is a great impedi- 
ment t<^ the groswth and extjension pf Halifax, compassing it 
in widjUi, and extending it to a tedious length* Were the 
troops i?en^oved to a military post about ^hree miles from 
lown, called Point Pleasant, and the King's enclosures dis- 
posed pf to the inliabitants, it would not only benefit the town, 
l>ut contribute matorially to the ease of maintaining military 
tjiscipline* The Legialatnre, wishif)g to remedy this great ex* 
tension of the town in Jength, passed an act authorizing com- 
missioners to lease a part of the Common in tots for 999 years" 
io individuals who would improve upon them* This act 
however did not meet his Majesty's approbation, and was 
accordinsjly disallowed. 

. Opposite to Halifax on the eastern side of the harbour, 
IS^hich is there about nine-tenths of a mile wide, is situated 
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the town of Dartttlotltt^ whfch w&» laid out dnd settled in 
1750. Iti the war of 1756, the Ihdians collected in gredt 
force on the Basin of Mina^, ai^ended th^ Shubenftcadie 
Ri>er ifl their caAoes, attd at night, iurivk>isiHg the gis^t^ 
tcaiped or carried away liiost of the 9«tt(el^» Froin tkife 
Iperiod the settlement Was ahU'ost derelict, till Grovernor Parr, 
in 1784, encouraged twenty famitied to rc^ihove thither froi^ 
Nantucket, to carry on the Soath Sea fisherv; The toWn 
#as laid bm\ m a new ibnii, and £l,50Q provided for the iiH 
ht^bita^ts to erect buildings. The spirit and activity of th^ 
new Peltiers created the most flattering expectations of sue-* 
cess. Unfortunately, in 119% the failure of a btouto in Haln 
fax, e!xtenlively cohcemeri In the whdte fishery, gave a se* 
l^ete chetk to the Dartmouth Eslablishmet^t^ which was soon 
after totally ruined. A Mr. Stokes was ediployecl by thi 
iiherchabts bf Miiford in f^ngland, to persuade the Nantucket 
•Battlers to remove thkher ; the offei^s were too libclrrf to hfe 
rejected, and the Province iost these orderly ami i^dustrioul 
people, 

During the Jate war the habour became fh^ g^n^al ren^ 
dcasvous of the naVyi^nd their prices, which has materially 
enriched the place, and ext^ended thie number of btiMingfti 
Between this place and Halifax, a boat callied The Team 
Boat, the machinery of which is worked by horses, cortWantly 
plieis for the accommodation of passengiers. 

In travelling IVom Halifa:^ tO Windsor, the first object 
which attracts attention is a country seat erected by hiSi 
Royal Highness the hte Dake of Kent, Iv^hea Governor Ge-i 
neral of British America. It is called the Lodge, and k A 
Very handsome wooden building, situated on tne border dP 
Bedford Ba^in, and commanding a View of that beawtifal 
sheet of watf r, and the high hills on the op^posite side. lA 
front of the Lodge is a rotunda or Aiasic-room, in the reai\ 
the green bouse, buildings, and offices of diflferent descrip«« 
tions. The whole is surrounded by a V^ood, principally of 
birth and beech trees laid out in a Very good taste. After 
the departure of the Duke from Nova Scoria, this pfoperty 
came into the possession of Sir John W^ntworth, then Lieu- 
tenant Governor of the Province, who being unable to main- 
tain such an establishment, suffered it to fall into decay, and 
the whole is no\* in a most ruinous and dilapidated situation, 
land bears but little resemblance to its former state. |ia)ifai( 



ttnil its ehvirons arfe inUch indebted t6 Mi Rojftl H^hnMi 
wito expended large ftums of money in naking aad repftiriil^ 
roada^ erecting buildings, &c« The roads then made under hk 
ftfitboritv, hayle required but little repair until the present p»* 
ri<»i. About eighteen miles beyond the \joAgt dn Ifae tatne 
road IS a handsome country residence ^^ Mount Uniacke/* 
foekinging to Richard John Uptackev Esquire, the Attbrnejr 
Oeneralf This house \i situated between tWo very bund* 
some lakes, ike bi^rgins<»f which still retain their ancieat 
growth of wpodv A Very considerable sum of mtmcj hak 
me!^ expended at this place by the w^fth^ proprietor, and 
-fDaoy pdor families maintained upon the estate in cottages 
erected for that purpdse. It is much the largest and hand- 
fKNB^t private establishfuent in the Colony* 

Wihdsor is t^e county town of Hants County^ and is sitn^ 
-ated dearly in the centre of the province, on the banks of the 
•Aiyer Avon. The town isspfiall but vrell built and one of tkn 
firetliest in Amionca* The kcenery in the neighboirhood is 
k'emariiably fine, and the uhdula^tion of th^ land such as tapre*- 
aent a gi^at variety in the landscape. The acene is diversi- 
fied bf the serpentine witidibgs of the Avon and St. Croix ri» 
Vers,whiek»*e bordened on either side by rich and fertile mea- 
dows. The neighbourhood ot Wividaor is not devoid of trees 
nind groves, as most of the cultivated parts of the coutitry, 
havingsome of the original tenants of tbe forest still ranaria^ 
tng. There are alao a X^fW good hedees in its vicinity, which 
-groW in a very luxuriant Aiapnef,^iid which in time will be«i 
icome the most i^evalent kind of fence. The whole of thiH 
«e%hbonrhood is extremely beautiful, the luxurtaiice of tfao 
•meadows, the frequent changes of scenery, the-chafai of high 
jiills on the south dind west cioathed with wood of Tariegated 
Ifeifage, the white saife of the vessels passing rapidly tfaroi^ 
jdie vales, are some of the leading features of this landscape* 

In the town itself there is not much commerce, tha 
principal export consisting of pls^ister of Paris or Gyp« 
suta, which is shipped from different parts of tlve rivers 
roost contiguous to the quarries where this fossil is raised* 
This place is foKv«five miles from Halifax by land, to which 
there is an excellent road* It contains besides the College 
and Academy elsewhere described, a Church, a fioman 
Catholic Chapel, a Methodist, a Presbyterian, and a Baptist 
Jtl^eting House,^ and Court House. About six miles above 
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Wmdsor is a wooden bridge across the Avon, which connects 
that township with Falmouth. At the town of Windsor ano- 
ther bridge is now commenced of 1,000 feel in length over the 
«ame river, the expense of which is intended to be defrayed bjr 
a lottery. There h a small military post at Windsor, called 
Fort Edward, after his Royal Highness the late Duke of Kent, 
^bich is m<uch out of repair, and now scarcely tenantable. 
After leaving Wihdsdr and proceeding on the great western 
road, the travfeller is vefy much struck b)^ the extent and 
beauty of a view which bursts upon him very unexpectedly 
on descendbg the Horton Mountains. A sudden turn of the 
road displays at once the townships of Horton and Cdrnwal- 
lis, with the Basin of Mina«, and the Gaspereaiix and Horton 
Rivers. Beyond is a lofty and extended chain of hills pre*- 
senting a vast chasm, apparently burst out by the waters of 
eleven rivers that empty into the Basio of Minas which here 
escape into the Bay of Fundy. The great breadth and ex- 
tent of this view, the still retired verdant vale, at the foot of 
the mountain, the extended township of Horton interspersed i 

with groves of wood, and cultivated fields, and the cloud 
capt summit of the lofty Cape which terminates the chain of 
North Mountain, form an assemblage of objects rarely united 
with so striking an effect. 

The post road, after passing through parts of Horton, Corn- 
wallis, Aylesford andGranville townships, brings the traveller 
to Annapolis, formerly Port Royal. This place from the earli- 
est settlement of the country, until tKe establishment of Hali- 
fax, was the capital of the Province, and head quarters for 
the forces of France and England, as'they alternately posses- 
sed the country. Much of the history of Nova Scotia is con- 
nected with this place; for the capture of Port Royal was for- 
merly considered the conquest of the whole Peninsula. I shall 
therefore select from these occurrences, stich as I think will 
interest those who have a local knowfedge of the country. 

A Fort built there by De Monts in - - - - 1603 . 

Destroyed by Sir Samuel Argall 1618 

Granted (with the rest of the country) to Sir) icqi 
William Alexander ------ ^ 

Restored to France by Treaty ------ 1632 ^ 

Reconquered by the English and Major Sedgwick 1 654 

. Restored to France by Treaty 1667 
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" Reconquered by Sir William Phipps - - - - tS99 

Restored to France by Treat J 1G97 

Keconquered by General Nicholson - - - - 1110 
And secured to Great Britain by the Treaty) -.^-i 

^ of UtFecht - ) ^ * 

-On the fourteenth of May 1692, Sir William Phipps arriv- 
ed at Boston from England with the new charter of Massa- 
chusetts, which was^ found to include within its limits Nova 
Scotia* That government therefore issued commissions, and 
instruction for the management of the Colony, and not only 
fitted out the subsequent expeditions against the French in* 
kabitants, butt maintained tne garrison at Annapolis. The 
expenses requisite for the pp^teetion and government of thifr 
place were so great,, that they finally petitioned England to 
send regular troops there, at the national expense, which re- 
quest, as it was considered a tacit abandonment of their 
elaim to the country, wascompUed with. 

After the treaty of Utrecht, therefore, I find no farther no** 
tice taken of that part of thrir charter which contained Nova 
Scotia. Of the two last armaments dispatched by Massa-* 
ehusetts for dislodging the enemy from AnnapoliS) and the 
subsequent attempts of the French for its recovery, I shall 
give a brief account. 

In 1707 Massachusetts, assisted by Rhode Island and New 
Hampshire^ equipped ao ex^dition. for the capture of Port 
Royal, which was conveyed by the Deptford Man of Wacy 
Captain Stukely, and the Province Galley, Captain Southack* 
The land forces were under the command of Colonel March. 
They arrived at the place of destination on the 26th of May. 
Colonel March immediately landed with 700. men,, on the 
karbour side, and Colonel Appleton with 300. men,, on the 
ether side, now called Granville. The next day as March 
and his men were advancing towards tlie fort, he discovered 
about 200 of the enemy near- the summit of the hill, with 
Subercase, the Commander-in-chief, at their head. A short 
skirmish ensued, in which the French Governor had his horse 
killed under him; but the numbers being very unequal, the 
French soon retreated, leaving two of their men killed, and 
having wounded three of the English. On the 29th, Colonel 
Appleton and his 300 men were attacked by a body of Indi- 
ans joined by about 60 Canadians, who had arrived a feic 
days previous to man a Privateer that lay m the hatboui:^ 
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The J kilted twe oF the English and then retrefttett^ All ih^ 
inhabitants forsook their houses, and retired to (he fert which 
was well garrisQned. -rhey kept up a continuDl fire with 
ca|)fipn and inortars apon the English oamp, but not heaving 
anj skilful engineers, very few of their shells fell so as fo be 
any amioyMce. The Indians upon erery cfuavter, skulked 
vbout, and ahot down every man who ventured without the 
eaiiip. The English foen opened their trenohes, atid in thre^ 
or four days, having made some practicable In'eaches, d^r 
lismiiiied upoD a genaral assault ; bii advancing toward the 
-fort, and finding no deserters cpoie over, they altered their 
taHnda, and on the iiixth or seventh of June the whole army 
f«turfied. Colonel Kidknap the Engineer, and Colonel Api- 
pleton went to Beaton for Airther orders, and the rest <rf th# 
*ani^ toCaico Bay, having two men scalped, in aight, wbilei 
ttnbarking, without being able to render theei any aaaistance* 

Governor Dudley, notwitfaslanding the dilMence expressed 
1^ these ofiieers, thought of noihing short of the reduction of 
iV>rt Royal, and after so great an expense in raising such an 
armed force, and so little diaunuiion erf it, he was unwilling 
to abandon the deaign, and aent inunediate orders lor ther 
forces to remain where they were, until he should consider 
of further measures. Colonel Hutchinson, Colonel Towns* 
^nd^ aiid Mf. Leverett were seteeted to superintend the pro* 
ceedines. lliey embarked about the middle of July in a 
vessel betoneine to Captain Gerrish, wit heMl about 100 de- 
serters who had left the army dt Casco. Upon their arrival 
they found fiarties fonned in the armv, no subordination in 
the Bien, a coldness in the officers, and an aversion in the pri- 
vates to rstum to the ground they bad left* But it seems 
that the Governer had insisted, that at all events, the army 
should return to the attack. 

The tenth of August they again crossed over to Port Roy^ 
al, where rhey landed, but on the opposite side of the fort^ 
sind in every respect, in a much worse coadition than before* 
The nights were growing cold, the men sickening, and the 
nrmy in general incapable of sustaining the fatigues of a siege* 
Wheelwright^s letter to the CooMiisMo&ers August 14th shews 
the state they were in: — '^Ournot recovering the inteadeij 
ground on the opposRe side is a mighty advantage to the 
enemy, as they have an opportunity, and are improving it^ 
for citing up Urencbes in the very place we designed to laiidy 



and draw up our smtU forces. Yesterday the French, about 
eight o'clock in the forenoon, on the fort point, with a small 
party of St. John's Indians, began to fire upon our river 
guards, and so continued until about three in the afternoon : 
there appeared about one. hundred Indians and French upon 
the same ground, who kept continually firing at us until dark* 
Several were shot through their clothes, and one Indian 
through the thigh* About four in the afternoon 1 suffered a 
number of men, about 40 or 50, to go doWn to the bank of 
the river, to cut thatch to cover their tents* All returned 
well except nine of Captain Dimmock's men, who were sur* 
rounded by at least one hundred French and Indians, who 
in a few minutes killed every one of them, their bodies being 
mangled in a frightful manner* I return you Dr* EUis^s ac* 
count of the sick — God help us*'' The army continued 
ashore until the 30th, when they re^mbarked* The enemy 
then attacked them* The English accounts say that they 
killed and wounded many of jthe enemy, and finally put them 
to flight* The French say that both retreated by turns* 
£ach seemed to have been glad to be released of the presence 
pf the other* About 16 were killed in the whole expedition, 
and as many wounded* The conquest of this place vfas an 
object of too much importance to be thus easily abandon- 
ed, and accordingly, * another ^d more successful expeditioa 
was fitted in ITIO* On the 18th of September a fleet consist- 
ing of 36 sail left Nant ucket for Fort Royal, having on board a 
regiment of marines, an2r4 regiments raised in Mew England* 
The fleet arrived on the 94th September* One transport, Capu 
Taye, ran ashore at the mouth of the river and was lost, to- 
gether with 26 men* The forces were landed without oppo* 
sitbn* Subercase the French Governor had only 360 men, 
and most of them he was afraid to trust out of the fort, under 
an apprehension that they would desert to the English* A.^i 
the army were niarching up to the fort several men were kil* 
led by the inhabitants, who fired from behind their houses 
and fences, and made their escape* On the 39th the Gover- 
nor sent out a flag of truce, praying leave for some of his Ia« 
dies, who were afraid of tne bombs, to be sheltered in the 

English camp* The officer, not observing the rules of war, 
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wair put under an arrest, and an English officer sent t© tKe-' 
fort 10 acquaint the Governor with the cause of his detention.' 
The first of October the two engineers, Forbes awd Kidknap^ 
had three batteries open, two mortars and 24 cohorn mortars^ 
ready whhin a 'hundred yards' of the forf, and began their 
firing, the French returning shot and shells at the sume time* 
The same day CoL Taylor and Capt. Abercroi»bie were 
sent with a summons to surrender ; and in consequence there- 
of a cessation of artns was agreed upon, the terms of capitu- 
lation soon settled; ^T\fi the next d^y the following articles* 
signed. ■ 

*^ Articles of capftulatfon^ srgreed upon for the surrender 
of the fort at Port Royal, &c. between Francis Nicholson,. 
Esquire, General and Commander-in-chief of all the forces of 
her Britannic Majesty, Anne, Queen of Great Britain, anct 
Monsieur SubcrGasey Governor, &c. for his most Christian? 
Majesty. 

I. Tnat the garrison shall march out with their arms anif 
baggafi:e, drums beating and colours flying. 

II. That there shall be a sufficient rtumber of ships, anJ 
provisions to transport the said garrison to Rochel or Roch-' 
fort, by the shortest passage, when they shall be furnished 
with passports for their return. 

III. That I may take out six guns and two mortars, such' 
as I shalT think fit. 

IV. That the officers shall carry out all their effects, of 
what sort soever, except they do agree to the selling them^ 
the payment of which to bo upon good faith. 

V. That the inhabitants within cannon-shot of Port RovaL 
shall remain upon their estates, with their corn, cattle, and 
furniture, during two years, in case they are not desirous ta 
go before, they taking the oath of allegiance and fidelity ta 
her Sacred Majesty of Great Britain. 

VI. That a vessel be provided for the privates belonging 
to the Tvslands of America, for their transportation thither. 

Vn. That those, that are desirous to go for Placentia in* 
Newfoundland, shall have leave by the nearest passage. 

VIII. That the Canadians, or those that are desirous to ga 
there, may, during the space of on<? year. 

IX. That effects, ornaments, ^nd utensils of the ehapel and 
Rospital shall be delivered to the almoner. 

X»' I promise to deliver the Fort of Port Royal into the 
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limnds of Francis Nicholson, Esquire, for the Queen of Great 
Britain, within three days after the ratification of thi^ pr<> 
«CRt Treaty, with all the eiTectji belonging to the king, as guii<, 
mortars, bom.bs, ball, powder, and all other smalt arms. 

XI. I will discover upon my faith alUiie miiics, fugioscs, 
and casemates. 

XII. All the articles of this present Treaty shall be cxo^ 
cuted upon good fuilh without difficulty, and signed by enc h 
other, at her Majesty of Great Britain^* Camp, before Port 
Royal Fort, this second day of October, in the ninth year of 
her Majesty's Reign, Annoque Domini 1710. , 

FRANCIS NICHOLSON. SUBERCASE. 

The English lost 14 or \b men in this expedition, besides 
llie twenty-six drowned vvhep the transport was lost. Geiio 
ral Nicholsoa having left a sufficient garrison under the com- 
mand of Colonel Vetch, who was destined in the event of 
success, to the government of the country, returned with tlie 
fleet and army to Boston, arriving there the 26th of October. 
' Iq 1711 an expedition was fitted out in Massachusetts a« 
gainst Canada, wnich, although It failed of success, yei in all 
probability saved Annapolis from falling into the hands of 
the French. The garrison there was reouced to a handful of 
Hien. Between two and three hundred of the Hew England 
forces were kept thpre after the place was conquered, and 
they were so reduced by sickness, as to be afraid even of the 
Acadians alone, without any additional strength. The French 
court, sensible of its mistake, in not giving more attention to 
the preservation of that country, when it. was in its hand^, 
pressed the Governor of Canada, in the strongest manner, to 
exert himself for the rcco\nery of it. A body of troops was 
raised and ready to depart from Canada for Nova Scotia, 
when the news arrived of the departiai^ of the tleet ffom 
Massachusetts, and the force that was designed against Nova 
Scotia, was detained to defend Canada. The French inha- 
bitants of Acadia, having notice of thp force intended for their 
relief, threw aside all reserve, and became so hostile that it 
was not safe for a Englishman to appear without the precincts 
of the fort. As soon as the Acadians heard of this disap- 
pointment, they became submissive, and made acUnowJed^- 
menf of their faults : but at the same time intimated tof V au- 
d^euil, the French commander-in-chief, that his Muje^iy the 
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King of France had no better subjects, ftftd that necessity 
alone had induced them to submit. These were the inhabit* 
ants of the Banlieue (three miles round the fort) included in 
the capitulation. Many of those at a distance had not yield- 
ed to the English, and Captain Pigeon, an officer of the regu- 
ld[H, was sent up the river to reduce them to subjection, and 
to cut timber for the repair of the fort. He was surprised by 
a great number of Indians, who killed the fort major, the 
engineer, * and all the boat^s crew, and took thirty or forty 
of the party prisoners. l*his stroke encouraged the in ha 
bitants to take up arms agaii), and five hundred of them, wita 
as many Indiana as they could collect, were preparing to at- 
tack the fort, expecting an experienced officer from Placen* 
tia to head them, but tne Governor of that place not being 
able to spare one, they laid down their arms and dispersed. 
In 1746 Annapulis was again threatened with an attack of 
a very formidable nature. The year preceding, Louisbourg 
had been captured by a colonial force to the very great as-i 
tonishment of both England and France. The latter had 
conceived plans of extensive revenge on the American Pro-. 
vinces. The Duke D'Anville, a nobleman in whose courage 
and conduct great confidence was placed, was appointed to 
the command of the expedition. On the S2d of June the 
fleet left Rochelle, consisting of eleven ships of the line, thir^ 
ty smaller vessels carrying from 10 to 30 guns, and transport 
ships with 3,130 land forces, commanded by Brigadier Gene-> 
ral Cormeret. The French of Nova Scotia, it was expected 
would join them, and Ramsay, a French officer, with 1,700 
Canadians and Indians were actually in arms there, ready 
for their arrival. After a series of storms this large fleet was 
dispersed and disabled. The Duke D^Anville, in the North-? 
umberland, annved at Chebucto (Bedford Basin) on the 12th 
of September, with one other ship of the line and three trans-^ 
ports. He found in the harbour one of the fleet, and after 
waiting several days, three transports came in. Agitated, 
beyond measure, in thus disappointing the high expectations 
which this powerful armament had created in France, the 
Duke's health was so much afiTected, that he died suddenly 

♦ Thi scene of this disaster is situated ahaui seven miles c* 
lave the fort on the road to Halifax^ and is siitl calkd &oodtf^ 

Cnclc* 
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tm the 4th day after his arrival ; the French sa j of apoplexy, 
the English of poison. A few days after his deatn, yice-> 
Admiral D'Esrournelle, with three or four ships of the line, 
rejoined tlys squadron at Chebuclo* Monsieur de la Jon** 
quiere, Governor of Canada, was on board of the Northum- 
berland, and had been declared a Chief D^£scadre, which 
made him next in command to the Vice-AdmiraL In a 
council of war on the 18th, the Vice-Admirai proposed re- 
turning to France^ Four of their first rates and a fire ship, 
had either returned, or were so disabled that it was found 
necessary to destroy them** The land forces were chiefly 
on board the missing ships, and those who had arrived were 
in very sickly condition. This motion was strenuously op- 
posed by Jonquiere, who maintained that they were in a 
situation to recover Annapolis and Nova Scotia, after which 
they might return to France, After a long debate the attack 
pn Annapolis was decided upon by the majority. The Vice- 
AdmiraPs spirits were affected to such a degree as to throw 
him into a fever, attended with a delirium, in which, imagin- 
ing himself a prisoner, he ran himself thj*oujgh the body* 

Having lest both the Admiral and Vice-Aclmiral, and a- 
bove onerhalf of the forces, the remnant of this once power- 
fill fleet left Chebucto for Annapolis on the 13th of October. 
Their misfortunes however were not yet completed, for, enr 
countering a dreadful storm ofi* Cape Sable, they were so 
dispersed and weakened that they returned to France. The 
pews of the first disasters of the Jeet having reached France 
by some of the returned vessels, two men of war were imme- 
diately dispatched with orders to Jonquiere, to take Annapo- 
Hs at all events, but the fleet had sailed three or four days 
before they arrived. 

At the present period the town of Annapolis is a place of 
little importance. It contains a Court House, Church, and 
Methodist Chapel, a Government House, or residence for the 
Commandant, and very good quarters for both ofiicers and 
men. Below Annapolis about twenty miles is the town of 
Digby. The air of this place is remarkably salubrious, thq 
III ■■ ■ ' ' ' ■ ' ' ' ' ' " i ' * '1 1 " I ■ I III 

* Two of these ships^ scuttled in Bedford Basin^ are still to- 
. he wen, in r«ry cahn dear weather. The puke was a person 
ef the greatest rank^ who ^ad ever died in America at that 
period* 
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wnt€r excellent, and the town rendered particularly, agree* 
able in summer by a cool sea breeze. It is much fre(iuented 
during the autumn by company from New Brunswick. A 
packet runs once a week throughout the year, between Pigby 
and St. John^s. About three miles below the town the waters 
of Digby Basin are connected with the Bay of Fundy by a 
passage through the North Mountain, called by mariners The 
Gut, from its narrowness, which seems to have been formed 
by some violent effort of nature ; its sides being nearly per- 
pendicular. This circumstance of rivers forceing their way 
through a ridge of mountains, is by no means uncommon in 
America, although a thing of rare occurrence in Europe. 
Digby for many years past has had a large herring fishery, 
which has mucn enriched the neigh bourfaoed, but latterly it 
has not been so productive. Many causes have been as- 
signed for this failure, but it is probable that the erection of 
numerous wears, by destroying great quantities of young 
fish, has gradually diminished the nshery. 

Yarmouth, about 95 miles below Annapolis, has became 
a very flourishing thriving town. The people are generally 
in good ciiicumstances, the houses large and well built, and 
the great increase of population, proves the resources of the 
country to be good. The land iti the township exceeds 
100,000 acres, three thousand of which are marsh. 

In 1791 it contained SI 5 houses and 1,300 souls, 

In 1808 340 houses »and 2,500 souls, 

In 1816 450 houses and 3,237 souls, 

In 1822 (estimated) 540 houses and 4,500 souls. 

Yarmouth carries on a very profitable trade with the West 
Indies, and furnishes most of the vessels that transport the 
Plaister of Paris to the American shores. The Labrador 
and mackarel fishery are also prosecuted with great enter- 
prise and spirit. 

Barrington lies within Cape Sable, and was originally 
settled by twelve French families, who (ileared 200 acres* 
In 1 760 the lands now constituting the township, were grant- 
ed to 200 proprietors from the neighbourhood of Cape Cod, 
and in 1763 one hundred and sixty families had arrived, and 
brought with them their stock and fishing vessels. The vil- 
lage of Barrington was then laid out, and assumed the pleas- 
ing appearance of prosperity. In 1784, there arrived a few 
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Respectable loyalist families, whose knowledge of agrkultnre 
tended much to imjirove the place. The lands arc stonjr, 
but afford excellent pasturage, enabling the inhabitants to 
keep a large stock of cattle. They have within their reach 
every necessary of life and many of its luxuries. The popu*^ 
lation is about 1,500. 

Below Barrington is Shelburne, which was first settled in 
1764, by Alexander M'Nutt and associates, who named it 
New Jerusalem, they received grants of land from govern- 
ment to the amount of 100,000 acres, but improved only a 
small part of the Island at the harbour's entrance, and other 
inconsiderable spots. Most of the lands have since been re^ 
granted. 

In 1783 Great Britain first recognized her colonies in A* 
merica as an independent government. This event was pro- 
ductive of great advantage to Nova Scotia ; and from thi» 
period its improvement proceeded very rapidly. A very 
numerous and respectable emigration immediately took place, 
of that class of the inhabitants of the States, who, during that 
unfortunate and unnatural struggle, had adhered to their 
loyalty. These pe<^le were calculated to be of the greatest 
importance to a neW colony. They were composed, partly of 
men of property, who removed thither with their families, 
wealth, furniture, and stock of various descriptions, and part* 
ly of half-pay officers, who drew large compensations from 
gorvernment for their losses, patriotism, and services. Be- 
sides these there were many professional gentlemen of ex- 
cellent education, who were qualified to form that class, of 
which the Province was then greatly destitute. Magistrates, 
Justices of the inferior court of judicature, and country gen- 
tlemen. A great body of farmers, mechanics, trades-people 
of different descriptions, adventurers and disbanded soldiers 
of British and foreign regiments, were also in the number* 
It is to be regretted that tlie Province was pot alrogether in a 
situation of sulficicnt advancement to avail itself efficiently 
of the means and wealth of these people, and that they 
themselves settled in that part of the country in direct oppo- 
sition to the most disinterested and strenuous advice of those 
who were then best acquainted with the Province. 

Port Roseway was the chief place of disembarkation, and 
a large and spacious town was soon built there called' Shel- 
burne. It has a very commodious harbour, which, next to 
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Halifax, » esteem^ the best in the Province. This i6Wn, 
in 1783, was supposed to contain about ) 0,000 white inha« 
bitants, beside 1,200 blacks. The error of thus precipitately 
building so large a town, in A part of the Province of all 
others, perhaps the least calculated, to support so great a 
population, from the barrenness and sterility of the soil in 
Its neighbourhood, was soon manifested in its rapid deline 
and desertion. This place, once so populous and well built, 
so respectable for its great wealth and excellent society, is 
now a small fishing town, desolate and poor in the extreme* 
In October 1816, there were only 374 persons in the town 
and its suburbs, and that number nas since decreased. 

Disappointed in their views to attract thither the leading 
people of Nova Scotia, and make it the Seat of Government 
and the Emporium of the Province, most of them returned to 
the United States, or settled in other parts of the country. 
From this ill-judged enterprise, much property and many 
valuable inhabitants were lost to the Province, which other- 
wise mi^ht greatly have contributed to its welfare. The 
emigration however was not confined to Port Roseway, but 
Annapolis, Horton, Cornwallis, Windsor, Newport, Cumber- 
land, and Halifax, participated in the accession of wealth 
and population. The habits of industry, sobriety and econo* 
my, which these people introduced into the country, have in 
a great measure contributed to its present flourishing con* 
dition. 

Liverpool is the next town upon the coast. This place 
was first settled in 17S0, and. 1762 contained 90 families, 
who removed thence for the convenience of the port for the 
fishery. The population is now about 15 or 16 hundred. 
Liverpool is the second commercial town in the Province, is 
remarkably well built, and contains a number of very enter- 
prising ana intelligent merchants, who are exclusively em- 
ployed in the fisheries, West-India, and timber trade. An 
Episcopal Church, a Methodist and Anabaptist Meeting- 
house, a School and Custom house, are the public buildings. 
There is a very neat bridge erected by a corporate body 
over the Liverpool River. It is about 800 feet in length, and 
is buik upon wooden piles, which, contrary to the expecta?- 
tions of many persons acquainted with the" winters of Nova 
Scotia, have stood remarkably well. This place is connected 
ivith several large lakes in the neighbourhood, by means of 
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tkniber, ttaves^ 9ud lumber of varkHit kihdi sire %x* 
ported without the expense of land carriage. There arc 
nearlj as inany aquarc-rigged vessels owned at this port aa 
at Haiifd-x. On the south side of Coi&n^i laland^ at the en- 
tvaiice of the bai4;>our, 16 a Kght-bouse, which was first lighted 
fe I^dl6. The ligjit re Valves everj «ea0i|p two minutes^ 



and may be seen at a great distance. 

Diacoeter at ihc base, ^ feet* 
Height^ • - ^ 60 „ 

Lan^tcrn^s diameter, 17 ,, 
Height, • - • 12 „ 

Total beighty * - 75 „ 
Lunenburg was settled in 1 753 by Dutch and Germans^' 
l;raffa|3ortecl to this country at the expense of ^vernraent* 
They consisted of 300 families, amounting to 1^00 persons^ 
who were supplied with implemenls of agriculture, and ma- 
terials for building. One thousand pounds was expended in 
stock and cattle. They were maintained for three years by 
government, and until 1 7^2 considerable supplies of ilour anH 
grain wejre sent to tbcm» At that period, two vessels only 
were owned by this settlement, bat they soon discovered ah 
active spirit of industry^ which has met with the succe^is it 
merited* Vessels of dtfi^rent descriptions are now constant* 
Vy plying between this place and Halifax, carrying to mar-* 
ket cord'Wood^ lumber, hay, cattle-stock, and all kinds of 
vegetables. The population exceeds 4,500. This town, cal- 
led by the natives Malagasb, carried on an extensive trade 
with the West Indies, but during the late American war, a 
large portion of its shipping was captured by privateers ; it is 
now only recovering from the severe losses it then sustained-* 
It contains an Episcopal Church, a large Lutheran Meeting- 
house, and some smaller places of worship. It is abcnit the 
size of Liverpool or Windsor, but not so well built. The soil 
in the neighbourhood is naturally stony, but by the unfcmif- 
tiag industry of the inhabitants, and the great quantities of 
sea^weed used by them as manure, it is rendered rich and 
productive. 

In the neighbourhood, at La Have, mdy still be seen the 
remains of the French fort erected more than 188 years ago*. 
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* A list of the ttskels atrivtd (tt tht pott of Lunenhutg in 
l^2%jfrtmi the Coast of LcArador^ wiih tht qtiantiiy tsffish ani* 
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Xrtlie Head of KTaRon Bay is tituated the town of Clrtsfi^i'vi 
lirhich waf leltlcd in 1760, by thirty families from Ne^nF-' 
Englarrd, consisting of 1 44 pensons ; they brought withi 
them their stock and cattle^ and went industriously to work 
hi clearing the^ ground and inclosing their clearances. The* 
smalt isiartdr at the head enable thera takeep a number of 
sheep, and present as fine scenery as the imagination- cin* 
paint. In 1784 a* few loyalist families came hither with some 
property, but being unacquainted with farming, they expend** 
cd their money on buildings and unprofitable pursuits. Dis- 
couraged and disappointed, most of them abandoned the set- 
tlement,. and returned to thc» United Stat€s^.> There ar^twQf- 
|rist' and two* saw mills ; good sfeats for many others aire 
formed of the two principal rivers that fall into this Bay;- 
Several schooners and square-rigged vessels* have been built 
fiit this port, which- abounds' in ev-ery Wooden matt^ial for* 
thip-building. 

Truro is a small town- in the county of Halifax, and^'in th^ 
district of Colchester, a very rich fertile country, but being; 
DBearJy at the head of navigation possesses- little or no trade. 

Cumberland contains no townsr^ but* several- villages, one^ 
at Amherst, anothier at Fort Westmoreland-^ and one inhabit- 
ed by the descendants of the French Neutrals called Menu- 
die. The country about the head of the bay wa» formerly 
several times ravaged by the English- Provincials from Mas- 
sachusetts. In one ofthese expeditions the inhabitants seem' 
to have been very hardly dealt with* In 1696 Col. Churchy 
whq will long be remembered* in-Massachusetts for* his ex-" 

oil imported in them ; shewing also their tannage and the num^ 
her ofpers(ms employed. 
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ipIoHs against the celebrated Indian Cbie/ Philip, hiukf eo* 
-trusted with a force to visit I^Tova Scotia, sailed directly jL9 
iChignectQ or Beau Bassiii*. Upon thie discover/ of the Engr 
iish forces, most ;Qf the French inhabitants left their house§ 
and. fled intQ the wood^ Tiie English pursued and ^aooc^ 
<net Bourgeois, a principal iji^habAtapt, coming to ask quarter 
for hin^i^elf and fan^ilj, which was readily grantjed. Upoa 
iiis jexamiQation it appeared xhat there ^trere If^iaa^d mixed 
^¥itb the French in the wood«, and orders were thereupoa 

fivei} lo renew |he pursuit, and to offer ^uart^r tp all the 
'rench,,but |q give none to the Indians. Bourgeois was de- 
villed als9 to give notice iq all his countrjn^en, who would 
CQme in, that they should be weU received. Makny of th© 
inhabitants swr,eiidered, and it was proposed to them to ioiii 
4¥ith the English in pursuing the Indians, that upofi their 
compliance their houses should hie spari^d, such Qf their goods 
-as had been takei) should be restpred, and the rest ^pf their 
■property preserved^ This yrda^ a hard condition, wd in 
'effect <^bUging them to q^iit theij: cpuntcy, for otherwise as 
soon as the English had left them withqut s^ufficient protec- 
tion, the ii^censed IndiaQS would have fallen upon them with- 
out mercy. They theirefore ««efiised to comply, aijd their 
houses wece thereupon burnt, their cattle, ^cep,%c* destroy- 
ed, and their goods became plunder for the army. Charle- 
uroix says, that Boui^eois produced a wdti^sg, by which Sir 
William Phipps had given assurances of prpteciion to the 
inhabitants of Chigoecto., while they rjsmained faithful sub- 
jects of King William^ and that Church gave orders, that 
4K)thing in their houses, fee* should be touched ; but whilst 
he was entertained by Bourgeois, together with the principal 
officers, the rest of the army dispersed themselves, and oe- 
haved as if they had been in a conquered countrye He also 
adds thai many of the inhabitants, not trusting to the pro- 
mises of the Colonel, refused to, cpme in, and that it was for- 
tunate they did so; for soon after, he broke through all 
bounds, and left only the church and a few houses and barnt 
standing; and having discovered posted up in the church, 
an order of Fcontenac, the Governor of Canada, for the ye- 

fuiation of trade, he threateoed to treat them as rebels, set 
re to the church and the houses which he had before 
spared, and which were now all reduced to ashes. The cjm- 
tlition of these Ac^dians was truly deplorable. Their natu<« 



ral atttchraent wa« lo Ae French. For a whole cenHiry 

£ ether, ihey were once in a few years, changing their mgcB^ 
^rs ; 'and no sooner had owned themselves the subjects of 
one crown, but thej were left to fall again under the poiMs^r 
of the other. It was hardly reasonable, where proiectk»fli 
was refused or neglected, to charge them with beix)g tfaitons 
and rebels. 

Pictou is situated on the gulf shorp, and is inhabited chieflar 
by Scottish emigrants and their descendante. This tx>wn «i 
in'e^ularly built upon the side of a steep hill, and Is a place 
of much business. It is the greatest shipping port for dmbei? 
of any in the Province, and possesses in its neighbourhood, ift 
addition to this great staple article, great quantities of coal 
and free stone of superior quallity. It began to export coal 
in 1815, in which year the -first shipment was only 630 chak 
drons, in 1818 the quantity amounted to 256? chaldron** 
From that period the quality of the coal has improved in pi«Ot 
portron to the quantity raised, and will probably soon bear 
as good a price as that brought from the island of Cape Br&t 
ton. The town itself will never be much more extensivse 
than at present, as much of the trade is carried <m at the 
head of the rivers emptying into the harbour, from wfaicii iM 
coal and timber are more conveniently freighted than frim 
Pictou. 

There are sev?f al other small towns in the Province, but 
not of sufficient importance t,o merit particular description. 
The reason which nas been advanced as the cause of tber^ 
being so few large towns in Virginia, may wit/h equal |>rapri« 
ety be applied to Nova Scotia, via. That the Province b ia 
well supplied with navigable rivers, that there is not the same 
occasion for fhem as in places i^hich have merely ports of 
entry. So imcommon an advantage has no doubt'preventerf 
their forma tron m this colony, and accordingly the inhabit* 
ants, who were a-ssured that ships could come to their farms, 
and that they could embark their commodities without ^oitig 
from their own houses, have dispersed themselves npon the 
borders of the several rivers. In this situation they iiad all 
the pleasures of rural life, united to all the ease that trade 
brings into cities. They find a facility of eirtendiBg their 
cuhivatibn in the country, united to all the assistance which 
thi* fertilizETtion of bnds receives from commerce. Indeed 
|t may W questioned whether the increase of town* w<»il4 



iiMnc^e 4n}uriouft 4o fopulatioD, and iviietbcx ^icukure 
^0uld Bot lo^ dA much afi comuieroc would gain b/ it. Be- 
4Aveeft Halifax aud the eastern exlreniity of the Province, 
4l»ere are twenty-«ix excellent ports, twejve capaole c^ rer 
•ceiving €hvp% of tlfc line, and fourteen with capacity to shelter 
flaerchi^nt ve^^els^ abounding in wood, w^ter, fish, and pthor 
necessary supplies* 

The two lai'gest rivers of Nova Scotia, are the Shuben- 
acafcdte and the Ani^apoli^ The Coruec, called by waF 
of pre-eminence Shubenacadie, or The River of Acadia, 
(Sbuben being the Indian name for a river) is \ery large, 
jTspid and circuitgus. It takes it^ rise from fakes of the saniB 
.name in the county of Haliiax, after receiving the tributary 
^streams of Qay's river, Nine Mile and Five Mile rivers and 
.Stewiack, empties it^f in the 3aisin of Minas. Throughout 
its w^Ie course, the exact length of 4vhich is not accurately 
4Mcertained, it passes tbrougli a very fertilp country, whicn 
U ei\ricbes wi^ valuable and extensive maf'^bes and inter- 
<^ales* It ijs navigabl<s for lai;ge vessels for a, great dis«tance 
Jn the interior, ^nd contains in its banks ia|-gc quantities of 
-f^ais^ of |?ari^ andlipae. The larni at the bead of this ri- 
>;vfiris cavered with valuable timber, some of ]yhich has been 
recently exported to Europe^ This rivc^r, and the lakes with 
^Uch It ts connected, form a chain of water commcinicaticm 
-with Bedlord Basin near Halifax, witji tjie exception of two 
-er three portages. Tj)o rise and fall of the tide at the qnquth 
of this rtv>^ IS abqqt fifty feet, and the impetuosity of \b^ 
^current very great. The scenery is very picturesque 
^nd varied, here by the abrupt frowning cliif, with i^ 
.woody summit, and there by tl>e extended verdant mea- 
dow, by the unl^oken splkude of the wilderness, or by th/e 
ifchietrful busy sctene of cuItiy^tio|i. The Basin of Minas is a 
Hfeerpe reservoir, which receives the praters of eleven rivers^ 
—The Shubaiacadie, Cprnwallis, North River, Salmon Ri- 
-ver, C^nar, Gaspcreaux, Keniietcook, Coclunegun, Petit, S^. 
fCrotx, and Avon* From tlxenpp they' escape between Cape 
flomidon and Cape Split into the 3ay of Fundy. The 
JC^oetcook is an extensive riyer, commencing in Douglas, 
about twelve miles distance from the upper part of the Shi|^ 
ibenacftdie, and ^passing through Douglas, Ke4inetcook, and 
Newport. For fifteen «ailes this river is very deep, andfroto 
4benoe .gi^a^diially decreases, in.size and. deptL 



04 

The ebb of the tides in aU the rivers cmptytrig into the 
Bay of Fundy is very great, in most of ibem leaving the beds 
of the rivers so bare as to be easily forded, either on horse- 
back or on foot. The rapidity with whkh ^hey flow is also 
very astonishing, the tide travelling so fa&t, that it is difficult 
for a horseman, who has allowed it to pass him, to recover 
his distance again. Acpidents sometimes happen from this 
circumstance, owing to the ignorance or rashness of travel- 
lers. The change of air produced by these rapid currents 
is very conducive to health, and renders .the climate salubri- 
ous and agreeable. The great daily ebb of the tides also, 
makes the draining of the dikes and meadows attended witk 
great ease. It is us.ual on jbese dikes tp have water-gates, 
which, when the river is empty, allow the back water to es- 
cape ; when the tide reaches them, they shut themselves, and 
are kept closed by the pressure ^f the water in the river. 

The St. Croix, Avon, and Shubenacadie are much fres- 
quented by vessels employed in the plaister trade. About 
tne fifteenth of December, they became so obstiTucted by- 
floating ice, as to exclude navigation, until the tenth of ApriL 
At this period there is generally a gale of wind from thp 
southneast, which drives all the ice put to sea, and opens thfe 
rivers for the return of shippings 

The Annapolis river lakes its rise in the Aylesford Plains 
in King** County, and after its long and serpentine route, min- 
gles its waters with those of Moose and JSeaf? Rivers, and dis- 
embogues itself in the Bay of Fundy. On either side it is 
bounded by rich and extensive meadows, which, with the 
high lands on the east and west, form a most pleasing lands- 
cape, equalled by few parts of the Province in riches, extent, 
and beauty. It is navigable for large vessels twenty miles 
above Annapolis, and forty above Digby, and for large boats 
to a much greater distance Twenty miles above Annapo- 
lis it is bridged, and at that place great quantities of agricul- 
tural produce are shipped for New Brunswick, Halifax, New- 
foundland, and the West Indies. Fifteen miles nearer its 
source there is much valuable timber, the most of which is 
sawed by mills in the neighbourhood, and but little is con- 
verted into ton timber for shipment. 

The flood sets from Cape Sable to the north-westward, at 
^berate of two or three knots through the Seal Islands and 
Said Tuskcts j obstructed by these islands, its rate in increa*- 



«df te ffhr or 6rjt knot», thence taking a directioh of the sl^ore^ 
it flows past Cape St. Mary, thence N. N. W. towards 
Brier's island. The flood sets but slowly up the extensive 
Bay Saint Mary, which adds to its strength along the eastern 
»hore. This vast body of water, increasing in rapidity as 
the bay narrows, suddenly fills the Basin of Minas and Chig* 
necto with vast impetuosity, and rises as high as 75 feet. 

At Pictou there are three rivers^ which, enopty themselves 
into the harbour ; — the East-, West, and Middle Rivers are na» 
irigable for large vessels which resort to them from Great 
Britain foir timber. On these Fivers there are very £ne set* 
dements and large tracts of intervale land. The cultivation 
of the soil there notwithstanding, the timber trade, wbioh is 
generally an enemv to- agriculture^ is conducted in a very 
masterly and worKmanliKe manner.. On this side of the 
Province, the tide is not so violent as in the Bay of Fundy^ 
but it is more irregular,* being much influei^ced by the wincfs.. 
)t rises within Pieteu ha^rbour six feet* This irregularity is 
so great in the gulf of St.' Lawrence, that no tabular account 
can ever be given' of the currents. During a heavy gale of 
wind, the stream in the Gut of Canso willfoi? many succes- 
sive days run X)ne way.^ In? the other rivers there is such a 
general simikrity, that it will be sufficient to name the largest^ 
without entering into a particular description* — Macan, Na- 
pan, Gaspereauxy and the River Philippe in Cumberland.- 
Charles River, St.! Mary's, Musquodobit, Little Indian, An- 
tigonish; Salmon River, and River John, in the eastern part 
of the country : Liverpool River, Storraont, Sable, Jordan,* 
Clyde, Shelburne, Tusket, Salmon^ and Sissiboo Rivers iu 
south-east and south-west part of the Province.. 

CHAPTER VIL 

Soil and Agricult'ure:^ — M&dt of settling new Lands^ — Fees em 
Grants^ — Quantity of vacant Land^ — Average produce per 
acre^ — Cattle^ — Markets^ — Proportion ofSeils^ 4^e..4^e. 

rpHE soil of Nova Scotia is represented to partake of the 
**- cold and uninvithig character, which has been ascribed 
to its climate* One author says, " From such an unfavoura- 
ble climate, little can be expected. Nova Scotia, was till 
lately, almost a continued forest, and agriculture, though 
attempted by the English settlers, ha^ hitherto made liid^ 



fT6gt^is. Tn fnoit purti the soil i>^ fbin dhd h^itttn,* tht totn 
iC prodtices^ is of a shrtveUed kind Kke ry^, find the gra«ft in* 
Urtaixed with a cold ftporigy moss.?^ Another says, ** It 
seeoA as^ if the eiivy (hat depopulated the eoiii^iify had blast* 
ed iti" Several circinii«tances no dotyht contrrbated to stamp 
tikis character tipoA' iM country. Nova Scotia has been 
settled for 220 years, but !be aticntion o( the t'rench, who 
Occtrpiecl it for a: century amd al half^ was devoted? almost ex- 
clusively to tlrc fisheries and for trade ; antl their ag^icuhuro 
was confihed to' the diked Inarfirhes, whkh each successive 
yewryieMed a crop of grain vJkhout manore* When can* 
^inecr within the charter of Massachusetts, thart Province 
t^agf not disposed t!o incur leiiieh expend for its* settkmenty 
baving e*pended large sfums in maintaining garrisons therey 
and stipporting a govemmenf. Nothing therefore of totts*- 
qnerice was attempted towards c6k>nizihg, and the only use 
ma^ of the country* wais to form an extensive fisbiftg esta- 
blishment aft Canso, and to erect ports for trading whh the 
natives and Indian^^ Inf »his neglected state Norva Scotia cofH 
tinued until 174^, when Halrfe^ was founded* Until this tiiM 
few grants were issued, and those eoftveyed ohly smaB pieces 
of fond for terwit and fishiAg lots* Sevcf al years^ after thi« 
period elapsed, in subduing and removmg tfte French New- 
frak from the Province^ which became agaiin in a great mea* 
sure vacant, and it was not until 17ftS and 4, when the great 
emigration toofc place from New Engknd that Nova Scotiat 
comd be said to pos^iess an agricuhtrraJ poptiktion. It i* 
therefore probable that persons adverting to the length of 
lime this cf»tmtry has been inhabited, (four years before Ca^ 
nada) would acttribute the backward iM^ate of its agrictiHiirey 
rather to sterility of soil or inclemency of climate, than to a 
studied neglect by both the early French and English plant* 
ersy who pifrsued other objects of more immediate gain. The 
effective settlement of the PrWince therefore from which its 
present prosperity arose (notwithstanding the great number 
of years it has been discovet»ed and possessed) must be dated 
St 1 703, from which time until the present period, few part* 
of his Majesty's col(^ial possessions have increased more 
fapidly. I turn with pleasure frorh these authors, whos^ 
stateinents are founded only in ignorance or prejiKlke, to 
^hibit the soil and agriculture of the colony ift its true aiul 
real charctcten 
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The ^oil of a ^countryof auch an eKteat zm Nova SScotia 
Ini^st iiecessarily be various io difTerent parts, if an imagin* 
ary.Iine be drawn drriding the Province in the exact centre^ 
frQoi east to west, the north-western half will be found to 
contain by far the greatest portion of land* On the side 
towards the Bay of Fiindy^ the soil is very rich and free from 
^tane, and contains many thousand acres of diked marsh 
Jand* This is alluvial land^ and is made by the deposit of 
the tides, a sediment composed of the finer particle^ of soil^ 
brought away by the rivers and torrents in their course to the 
£ay of Fundy, of putrescent mqiter, salt^ &c* This lan4 
caUed marsh) after it has attained a suitable height is diked, 
^nd the waters of the rivers excluded. Nothing can excera 
its fertility. In many places^ particularly about Windsor 
and Tniro, it yields three tons of h^^y per acre, and has con- 
tbued to do so without pianure for fifty years past* There 
is a difference in its quality. Where the tide which ovcr« 
^ows it is not much enriched, by a long course through the 
country^ it is thin and of an inferior quality, and on the othet 
hand, that which is partly marsh and partly intervale 5, that 
is, composed as well by the sediment of salt Water, as that 
pf fresh water, it exceeds in luxuriance any land in the Pro* 
yince. The quaniity of these dikes is very great.* There 
is one m^rsh in Cumberland containing nearly as much Ian<{ 
as Romney Marsh in Kent, and of a quality vastly ^uperioi « 
There is something peculicirly agreeable to cattle m the gras^ 
growing upon these marshes, whtch has a wonderful tenden* 
^y to fatten them. This land is found in great quantities in 
Cmnberland^ Macan, Napan, Lox^douderry, Truro, OnsloWt 
Bhubenacadie, Noel, Kennetcook, Newport, Windsor, Fal- 
mouth, Horton, CornwaUis, Granville, Annapolis, 4&c. The 
i^ext best quality of land is called by a terq^ peculiar to Ame* 
Jfica, inttrvale^ an alluvial soil made by the Overflowing o( 
l|brge fresh^'water brooks and rivers in the spring and autumn* 
The quantity of intervale is incalculable. It is to be met 
With in every part of the Province, and is frequently foqnd 
ipovered with a Ions natural grass, several feet in length, and 
is sometimes called wild meadow, and sometimes intervale* 
yhe quality varies according \o the size of. the brook Or river 
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* •/!/ the keai <^ the Ba\f of Fundy there are seventy lhQ\igfind 
\ ttcrw in one connected body* 

M 
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It WBicK ft is mad^, tut in general it is vcr^ fertile andf ric6> 
'I he upland varies so much that it is difficult to give a general 
description of it, but one tract deserves notice, from its ex-^ 
tent and quality. . It commence* at Cape Blomidon in Corn-^ 
wallis, and runs iii one continuouiJ ridge of high land (of up-^ 
wards of one hundred miles in the direction o€ Digby; and 
varies from ihi'ee to seven miles in breadthv This is a very 
strong soil, and with little? exception, of a most excellent qua* 
Kty throughout, producing wheat and other gr^it^s iri abun- 
dance. In Horton and Cornwallis the upland hasf something: 
of uniform character^ and consists of a light sandy loam^ 
which possesses the double advantagiii of being early and* 
easily worked -j. and the crops raided upoh it art as great as^ 
from any laiad in the country. B«li almost evii^ry other town* 
ship contain* a great variety of soil, varying from the heavy 
clay landy to the light-est gravelly foamvand from the rfehesC 
to very indijflferent. The south-western part of Halifax coun^ 
ty is in general stony^ and requires a great deaf of labour td' 
fit it for cultivation, but the eahterh part about the three ri* 
vers jhat empty intp Pictou* Basin, the Gulf Shore, Mount 
Thom, and the whole dfetritt of Colchester, contaij^s a Targe 
portion of exceHeiU land consisting of dike, kiteifvale and 
upland. Sydney county consists more of upfand' and inter- 
vale, having but few marshes, and is itt general an excellent 
tract of country. The best pi'oof of the opinion usually 
entertained of a place, is the state of its populatioBv and this^ 
county has greatly increased of late years. 

Cumberlandy including all its different townships, 'possesses 
more valuable land than any county of its size in North Ame- 
rica. It is an immense prairie, extending in pfeces as fai*' 
as the eye can reach, and being principiilly under grass, pre- 
sents in the autumn of the year; with its niumerous hay-stacks^ 
and extensive herds of cattfe, an interesting scene. 
* Hants and King's counties rank high in value in point of soil^ 
containing larger portions of intervales and marshes of su- 
perior quality than either of the remaining four counties* 
The upland of these two counties also is more invariably 
good land. 

Annapolis county is very extensive, being one hundred 
miles in length,' and containing seven large townshijps, and 
exhibiting every variety of soil. The upper half, or the 
part between the borders of King's County and Digby, majy 
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be considered as much the best land* The valley of th# 
^DnapoUs river is qne of the most picturesque and fertile 
jpar^ft qf the Pro.vince, and retains this character for a dii- 
Jts^nce of nearly forty miles. The land upon boxh aides is^ 
^t some distance from the rivcr^ high, and gradually slope* 
with various undulations, until it descends to the meadowy 
nvhich, on either side, harder the river% 

Shelb^rne, Queeu% and {^uneohur^ oontain a large por« 
t^qn of stony laud, apd being principally inhabited by a 
coEQmeri^ial population, less attenXioa i& paid ta the improve* 
joient o/ their interior than that of the oiher caunties. In 
pach of these 4hree districts the quality of the land preponder- 
ates. The cQunties which have been thus cursorily alluded 
to, contain the whoje of Nova Scotia Properit 

The Island qf Cap^ Breton constitutes a tenth*. The soil 
pf this Island is. of ^ nioir^ uniform character than Nova 
Scotia, and for iit extent is. oiore invariably good, and the 
land well timbered and wopded* In its agriculture it is much 
inferior to Nova Scotia, much less attention having been paid 
to it than to ita 6$herie& and cpaU 

Of the fertility of t^e forest land of America, where the 
toil is naturally good^ a stranger can form but little concep-« 
tiot^. Nature has been enrichinff it for centuries, and has 
fittect it to yield .the getU^r good^rops for successive years, 
H^ithpi^t th^ additional aid pf manure. Dr. Robertson speak- 
ing of Ai^^rica fays, ^' If alk>.wance be made for the diversi- 
^ i^ the degree of heat, the soil of Am^rioa is naturally as 
rich a9d,fey«^ile as in any part of the earth. As the country 
ya.s thinjy intiiabitcd, and by t people of little industry, who 
^ad none of t,he domestic animals, which civilized nations 
r^rin such vast numbers, the earth was not exhausted by 
their consumptiorv The vegetable productions to. which the 
fj^rtiiity of the soil gave birth, often remained untouched, and 
being suffered to. corrupt on its surface, returned with in- 
crease into its bosom. As trees and plants derive a great 
part of their nourishment from air and water, if they were 
not destroyed by man and other animals, they would render 
to the earth more, perhaps, tbaa they take from it, and feed 
rather than inxpoverish it. Thus the unoccupied soil of \* 
i^erica may have gone on enriching for many ages. The 
vast number and enormous size of the trees in America, jndi-' 
catp the extraordinary yigoui' of the soil i^ its native slate* 
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1?h<in th< Europ(tii)» firtt began tq cultiratt the New Worhf^ 
Ihej were astonished at ike loxuriant pDwer of vegetation ii^ 
Its virgin mould, and \t\ severftl places the ingenuity of the 
planter is stiil employed^ in diminishing dnd wasting its sti^ 
periluous fc^rtility, in order to bring it do\^n to a itate fit for 
profitable culture.^' 

The growth of the wo^ is generaHy ati iYidex to ascertain 
the quality of the soil. Whei\ it produces black and yeIh>V 
birch aqd rock maple, or either of those tre^s^ intermixed 
with hembck and oak, or elpi, ash^ and beech, the land is tA . 
ffeneral qf superior quality. Its strength is also, manifested* 
oy the hejght and bulk of the woodyai^d the distance betweeit 
the root and the first limb of the tree j biit spruce and fir, or 
white birch and })oplar, are in general no^arks qf an inferior, 
quality* Land bearing beech of a good growth, apd pines 
0f large c^iofiensions, forms a medium between the two, and ii 
of an ordinary description. Although the first mentioned 
WQpd is a sure proof of good land, the latter, is not aj:\ infa{ii<i»^ 
l)le piark of its inferiority. 

Large fires have at diiferent th^es raged in the wilderness^ 
either by the neglected embers in the Ipdian camps br by 
other accidents \ and where these fires consumed the original 
growth, a new set af saplings arose, frequently of a diflereni^ 
description from the first* This is not peculiar to Kovai 
Scotia, but has been noted in England and Canada* Erelyn^ 
a writer of the seventeenth century, who paW great attentton 
to the rearing of forest trec,§ mentions, ^^ That when h)^ 
j;;randfather's woods were cut doWn, which consisted entirely 
of oak, there sprang up again not oaks but beecht^s, and Wheti^ 
they in their turn felt the aiie, tkelre ^rose spontaneously a 
third plantation, not of oak or beecb^ bvt of birch,^ Which 
he does not set down aiS a thing singular, bijrt merely because 
|t happehed under, his o>wn eye* M^Keixfsie, ib his Horlh 
Atherican Tour, speaking of the country bordering on the; 
Slave Lake, says, " It is covered with large tirees of sphice,^- 
pine, and white birch; when these are destroyed, poplars 
succeed, though none were before to b^ seen*" It kowit^^ 
to this circumstai\c*, that th^ settler has beeh frequently 
agreeably surprised, to find that land which he supposed t<x\ 
be of an ordinary nature, ha^ turned out ut>on cultivation to 
^?e of A vory good cjuality. The growth however of the 
y((^o^^ as fust observed, is most commonly a jpretty ^o^ cyi*- 
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if flan by ^hich to estimate the soiL The first kitid fien^. 
proves bad, the iattey sometimieft better than is expected. 

In Nova Scotia there are two descriptions of farmers, onQ 
^ho lives on a new farm, and the other who cultivates land 
"which has be^n previously tilled. It l^ay not be amiss tq 
commence with the peiv settler from the period of his ob* 
iaining (lis grant, and accompany him uAtil he tnakeft use of 
ihe plough, shewing how the grant is obtaihed, the mbde ahd 
ejtpense of tilling, and the manner in which he lives* Aai 
respects the old farmei^, I shall not state how he ought, but 
tiow he does, cultivate, what he raiies, the description of cat-* 
tie he uses, and the i^anner ip which he di$poses of his pro-* 
'^uce. 

In each distHct throughout the Province there are Boards 
pf Location composed of three or more of the gentlemen of 
the county, vfho, facilitate the granting of land. An emigrant 
pQ his arrival ieipplies to one of these Boards which sits onde 
a month* He is shewn by the secretary a plan pf tl^e couftty^ 
containing all the ungiCapteci I^nd belonging to his Majestyt 
After having made his selection, he presents a petition to the 
Poard foragrant of the spot he has chosen, if the prayer 
pf the petition is approved it is forwarded to Halifax for thei 
inspectior^ of the Governor, and the grant is issued according-^, 
iy. Th^ fees on grants, if only ohc p^spn i^ inckaed in ^ 
fa^nt, are as follow. 





Gover- 
nor^. 


Secreta- 
ry's. 


Surveyor 
GcneraPs 


Attorney 
GreneraPs 


Audita^d 
Quit Rent 

1 


Total. 


* 


£, «. 


£ 8» d* 


jE s. 


£ 5. d. 


£ 1. d. 


j^ t, d* 


im 


S 10 


3 H 10 


2 5 


13 4 


13 4 


11 6 6 


200 


3 10 


3 14 10 


a 5 


134 


a 13 4 


11 6 6 


300 


3 10 


a 14 10 

1 * 


25 


1 3 4 


1 3 4 


11 16 & 


400 


■ 

3 10 


3 14 10 


1 

2 5 


1 3 4 


1 13 4 


12 6 ft. 


600 


3 10 


3 14 10 


2 5 

• 


1 '3 4 


1 

2 3 4 


12 16 0, 



e thzn one application is included in the grant the fc«< 
arc proportion ably smaller. 



After having obtained his grant and had his boundary line 
established, the next step of the emigrant is to settle himself 
upon his new acquisition. In the mode of commencing his 
clearing, he is governed by the means he possesses. If he 
has wherewhh to subsist nimself and family for a year, he 
begins to clear the land of the wood, to build his house, and 
Femove upon his premises. If not he cuts down a few acres 
of the wood in the autumn, and leaves it to be prepared for 
the applicalon of fire, by the effects of the sun, and hires out 
6s a labourer until the expiration of the ensuing spring. As 
soon as this season commences, he bums the wood he had 
previously felled, fences his field, plants part of it with pota- 
toei, and, during the autumn, sows the remainder of it with 
irinter grain and grass seed; he then cuts down a similar 
quantity of the adjoining wood. After his crop is secure(^ 
he seeks employment again until th« following spring, when 
he erects his house. From this period he is enable(J to make 
a living from the knd, and is at liberty to devote his whole 
time to- its improvement. In the course of a year or two hla 
little farm is in a situation to keep a few sheep and cows. In 
this regular and progressive manner he proceeds for five 
years, at the end of which time, the piece of land first clear-i 
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td i^ in a situation to bear the plough* The slow but sore 
effects of time and weather, subdue the stumps and roots of 
the tlr^e^, which decay and return again to the earth froai 
ti'hetice they sprang. Each year presents a similar piece 
for the plough, according to the regular routine in which it 
has been successively cleared* 

From this stage of his settlement he may be said to cuki« 
Tate the soil, and must provide himself with the implements 
of husbandry. During the season tor planting and harvest* 
ing, and at other convenient periods, he may^ if he thinks 
proper, seek employment among the neighbouring farmers, 
and thereby acquire the means for the purchase oi stock or 
other necessaries. 

To a person acquainted with Canadian and American 
modes of settling new lands, it is a matter of great surprise, 
that the Legislature has never turned its attention to the en* 
couragement of emigrants tksid other new settlers, by offering 
them a bounty for manufacturing potash. The process is 
so simple, and attended with so little labour^ that in a woody 
country like Nova Scotia, the introduction of this -system 
would prove of incalculable benefit. A small portion of this 
article might be made by every faihily living in the forest, 
which would not only individually assist those employed in 
manufacturing it, but would increase the exports of the coun- 
try, and form a valuable remittance to Europe, more espe* 
cialiy when bills of exchange bear so great a premium as at 
present. In winter a settler has necessarily much leisure 
time, and couTd devote a large portion of it to this employ* 
ment, without neglectrog bis interest in other particulars. It 
is necessary here to describe the process, but merely, suffici* 
ent to observe, that it is little else than boiling down to a sttb* 
stance, the lie obtained from wood ashes. 

Beside this advantage, which might be reaped from the 
situation of the country, there are others that are not neglect* 
ed. Timber, staves, hoops, shingles, oar-rafters, and band* 
spikes, are, according to local conveniencies, prepared du- 
ring the leisure of the winter, and sold to coasting traders in 
the spring. 

The woods, the lakes and rivers, contain food of different 
descriptions* If the moose, deer, and rabbit, the salmon and 
the trout, gaspereaux, herring and shad, supply the wants 
and necessities of the wandering tribe of Indians, without one 
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M^ticial product of tbe land, it must be aclcnowte^ged t&at H 
i» not tfat fault of the country, if a settler cannot make a com^ 
fortable Hvitlg^ lirhd, besides these advantages, possest^es th^ 
meatis of cultivating a luxuriant sdil* To the nevr settler xhM 
sugar laaple^ree ia very valuable. In the early part of the 
spring of the year, when the sap first rises, the tree is tappe4# 
and a certain quantity of the sap or juice dratrh oiST, which 
is then boiled down, and manufactured into su£ar. In some 
parts of the cduiiti^y large quantities are ma^ an^ in most 
of the families on new farais, a .sufiki^ncv ibr their own con* 
fiiin|iliQn« The process is attended with very little labour^ 
and one tree wilt yield annually from five to eight pounds 
In the United States, they know better how to appreciate thcS 
sidranta^ of this itbe than the inhabitants of Nova Scotia. 
Sonie years agd, in two townii^ in yerQK)nt, containing no 
fiftore than forty families, 13,000 weight Of ma^ile sugar 
was made. In some pails of that State the inhabitants are 
begtmHng to line the roads with maple trees^ and it would 
certainly be terv advantageous to Nova Scotia, if its farmers 
irould adopt the same practice* The granulation of the w^ 
gar is easily performed, and the quality, colour, and flavoiw* 
of it, when well made^ is equal to any sugai* manufactui*ed in 
Ihe West Indies^ 

- As a home for a poor taetaii, Kova Scotki is $tt least equal to 
Europe; for of all the emigrants wHo come id the country^ 
notwithstanding the numerous opportunities from different 
fwrts, none return to their native land. The description of 
emigrants, who mdst promote their own interest and that of 
the Province, are farmers who carry with them from 200 to 
liOO pounds ; men who, instead of beginning a settlement 
tiiAmselves, can purchase one already commenced. The 
native is now expert with his axe, paore u^cd to the clearing 
of land, and better fitted for a pioneer in the woodst. The 
European is generally his superior iii all kinds of rural occu** 
Rations. The one is at home with his aice, the other with 
kis plough. The emigrant should therefore purchase a farm^ 
-whteh, besides suitable buildings, &c. should contain S or 400 
aci*es of land, forty or fifty of which should be cleared, and 
Che native should recede to the WcfQcls, to contend ?^gain with 
kew roads and new settlements, to which he has been accus-» 
lomed. ' To the other class of emigrants who go to Novat 
Scotia with small i^eans> it may be proper to surest, tha4 
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txpefiipnce \^u ihitwn the necesaiiy pf tbcir not beinf (Of ft^ 
gt;r to obuiiu grants f { la^d. It is fiir better for them to en* 
^age a^ wqrkmeo for u few yearn, untit (hey become acquaint* 
e4 with tb^ climate, mode of cnltivatio^i, habiti^ and maquem. 
qf the people markets, relative value of land, &,c« After, 
having; acquired thU information, there i^^ a greater probabi-. 
lity oi their selection being judicious, and their efforts suc« 
cessfuU 

The quantity of ungi^anted land is not accurately known^ 
but is estimated at 4,994,890 acres, whk^h, with 5,000,000 
of acres now granted and unescheated, makes up the 
total amount of land in the Province 9,994,880 acres* 
The method of giving fertility to sMI, consists in dividing and 
breaking its particles. This is done in two ways, by nr^ or 
by tillage. The one acts by way of calcination, the other 
by fermentation. The first is the method adopted by the. 
new settler, who boms the wood upon the soil where it 
grows, which has one great advantage over the other, it doeft 
not alter the nature of the productions so much as manure* 
Hence it arises that the gram and potatoes raised upon new 
land are always of a quality superior to those produced by 
^oil which has been regularly maTiured* The latter however 
is the system adopted by tne old farmer from necessity, an<l 
naturally leads to the consideration of his mode of culture. 

Tillage is in its infancy in Kova Scotia* The French who 
Inhabited the country prcvipus to th^ ireaty ^if Utreeht, sel- 
dom made use of manure, but continued from year to year t9 
plough the. land and sow it with grain, few soils can bear 
those repeated drafts upon their bounty without failure in the 
end ; but the diked land, which they inclosed, was too rich t^ 
be exhausted in their time, and has descended to their sue* 
eessors, not much injured by this hard treatment. The in- 
habitants who first removed to Nova Scotia, after the A<;adi« 
ans were banished, were people from New England and 
Great Britain, and consequeiiil}' brought with them haViita 
rather different from those of their predecessors. But al- 
though their system of husbandry was better, and their work 
more skilfully performed, yet they undert^tood neither the 
climate or soil so well. The French for several years pre- 
vious to their departure raised and exported a great quantity 
of grain, their successors raised Uttle^ and imported mugb^ 



flitf cfeMe rftt&er to attend to tke grastug of «att e.^' - tntikSS^ 
preference giyen to ^razine, the inhabitants were guided^ 
partly by the high price of lft(K>ur, and partly by the extent. 
of the land suitable for that purpose. This systenn of exteHi^ 
aive grazing har been continued uncil i^ithin a few jeaft^ and 
has produced one serioci^ iivfui'y to^ the country.* 

The old British settlers found that the difficulty of pro*^ 
curing labour was so great, and the price sohighy that they 
deemed it more el^ible ta purchase gi^ain'by cbe sale of the- 
cattle^ than to^ raise it themselves. In process of time not 
only strangers who* witnessed this great impdrtatfoir, Y)Ut the 
farmers who were in the habit of making It, beganf to sup* 
pose that wheal could' not be raised in abnodance, atid Novar 
Scotia soon acqiuired the Provincial term ^^ of not being a? 
wheat country*^ The demand also was increased by the 
habits of the people* The meanest and thie poorest peasant 
ih Nova Scoiiay esteemied superfine flour an article of indis*' 
pensible necessity, and regarded all tbe coarser grains with: 
sovereign contempt. This extravagance of expenditure, ad* 
dcd to the extent of grazing, rendered^ Nova Scotia almost^ 
wholly dependent upon the United States for bread. In 
lf790' nO' less than 40',000 barrels of bread and meal, and 
fl0,00O bushels of grain were imported from that country^ 
During the late war with America, when the importation of 
jknir was attendied with great difficulty and hazard, it was 
sold in parts of the Pl?0¥ince a» high< ais^ &ve pounds per 
"barrel. 

■ A gcnersJ change hafrtnften place fn this respect, to which 
many causes have contributed. Necessity is ccrtainfy the 
first and great cause of this agricultural revolution. The 
low price of labour affecting a reduction in the expense of 
tillage has als<y had its full share. But thcse^ causes were 
much strengthened by the forraation* of agricultural societies . 
rhroughout the Province, which were subordinate to a Cen- 
tral or Provincial Society at Halifax. The Contral Board it^ 
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* Among the early laiois of the Provinee^ tkerf. is tme act prphv^ 
« 'hUiag. the eospgrlatiofi ^fzohcai andfioarfrm, J^wa Scotia- - 
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§m a great measure under the tx>ntrol of the House of A«sefil- 
l»l jr ; from which it receives an anntial grant of nionej to aid 
its operations. This syitem was commettced under the aii»*. 
pices of his Excellency ijie EaH of Dalhoiiaie, whik Lieute- 
nant Governor of the r^vince, whose name wUl ever be held 
dear in Nova Scotia, while connected with this branch of tta 
eolonial advancement* The particular attention of the Earl, 
and 9f the coiutrjr at la^sge^ was directed to this object bj aa 
^non^moiis writer in the Acadian Recorder^ wju) treated 
of the agriculture ojf the country at great length and with 
jnuch^afaiJity^ and who vcrj clearly refuted the assertion that 
the Province was not capable of raising its own bread* 
T'hose essays appeared at a favourable period, and as thej 
treated of a pepulaf and interrsting tobject, were very exten- 
sively circulated! Inquiry after lime, marles, and other ma« 
nuresi, was every where prosecuted with great spirit* Socie- 
ties and associations were formed in all parts of the country, 
and very general excitement created. Ploughing matches, 
cattle shows, and pther exliibilions appeared in all the coun- 
ties. Ad improved breed of stock of various descriptionsy 
seeds, implements, £^c^ were imported from Great Britain and 
the United States* Mills for grinding oats and shelling bar* 
ley were erected in several districts. The use of bread 
made of grain of an inferior quality, became more common 
among the poor, and in short a most extensive and salutary 
change was effected* Much less flour is imported now than 
formerly, and in many districts, particularly about Pictou, 
there is a surplus* Cumberland, if all its beautiful and fer- 
tile raarsHes i^ere approprkted to tillage, could alone supply 
Nova Scotia with a sufficient quantity of bread for its home 
consumption* King's, Hants, or Annapolis tounty, could 
perhaps do the same, if und^r an improved state of ^tillage* 

That the ccjtnsumptlon of foreign grain is decreasing will 
appear from the following tables. 
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Although the chan|;« produced bj these locieties ts 
f^at, yet it is more visible in the improved breed: of Ceittle, 
in the variety and quality of the seeds, in the use of coar.ser' 
grains, and in the attention paid to manure, than in: the differ- 
ent branches of ^ork performed upon a farm. The plcttigh-' 
ing is still badly executed, land generally undraincid, poorly 
fenced, insufficiently manured, and in many places so neglect- 
ed as to become very foul with weeds. In the extient of til- 
lage there will be a great increase, but in the mode no very 
essential change will take place at present. The evil is be- 
yond the reach of the societies, ancl is rooted in local circum- 
stances, which are peculiar to a new colony. . Lands "have 
hitherto been cheap, and farms of course large ; and it re- 
quires much less ingenuity to raise 1,000 bushels of wheat 
upon sixty • acres of land, than to raise the same quantity 
upon thirty acres. So long therefore as the farmer in Nova 
Scotia can have one hundred acres of land to cultivate, he* 
will never trouble himself to discover how he can raise his 
crops upon half that quantity of land. 

It is population alone that stamps a value upon property, 
and lays a foundation for high improvements in agriculture. 
When a man is obliged to maintain a family upon a small 
farm, his invention is exercised to find out every improve- 
ment that may render it more productive. This appears to 
be the great reason why lands on the Delaware and Connec- 
ticut rivers produce to the farmer twice as much ctear pro- 
fit as those of equal quantity and quality upon the Hudson. 

If the preceding observations be just, improvements will 
keep pace with population, and theincreasingvahie of lands. 
The rotation of crops in Nova ScoticT is very simple. Pota- 
toes, grain, and clover constitute the usual routine ; some- 

5/y, Frwn cornpcWng the tfatemtnts of\ 850 and 1 822, there is 
a diminution qftht imports of very near a full half in favour of 
the latter year^d result which could scarcely have been anticipated* 

3/y, This great saving to the Province has not arisen entirely 
from the extended culture of wheats altho/t^gh that has operated 
to a certain extent^ hutfroitn the substitution of oatmeal for four ^ 
and from the increased supply of potatoes* 

4/y, /n 1 820 and 1 821 the exports exceeded the imports only irt 
one column each year; whereas in 1822 the balance is in favour of 
Ci^e Provinct in bready in oals and barley ^ and in Indian meaU 
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iMtitft eMimeticiiig with graia, but oRetmr with petatoes* Tttr> 
litps have not entered largely into the ftfriculture of the 
eoontrv. A difficulty arises as to the mode of preserving 
them during the severity of winter ; too much covering en* 
dangering them from hear^ and too little reuderine them ac« 
cessible to the cold« It is said to be ascertained by expert* 
ence, that small quantities covered with straw and earthy 
will continue in a state of preservation for a whole winter* 
But this ift not the only obstacle to their introduction. They 
are uitfortunately attacked by a host of winged enemies in 
their infancy^ and the nature of the climate precludes the 
English practice of folding sheep upon them. 

Great quantities of oats, wheat and rye are raised, and but 
a small proporticm of barley and buckwheat* Potatoes and. 
Indian corn are produced to a very great extent, and as the 
latter cannot be raised in the cloudy climate of England^ its 
cultivation speaks as loadly in favour of the cUmale of Nova 
Scotia, as any productions of. the country. Pease, carrots^ 

fairsnips, cabbages, fec« are sown on a very small scale« 
lax is seldom raised for sale, but the country is favourable 
to its prodoctioR, and its cultare is rapidly increasing* 

The hay of the country consists of a variety of grasses* 
The intervales, when in their natural state, prodoce a grass 
vulgarly called bine joint, which is very luxuriant, but affords 
a coarse and inferior food. The dikes produce clover, or 
timothy mixed with clover* Sometimes tbey bear flat grass, 
which is a plant strongly partaking of a saline nature* A 
proportion of this flat grass land is very valuable to a farmer, 
as the crop may be gathered after all his other hay is se» 
cured, and receives but little injury from the rain* Working 
oxen sometimes prefer the hay made of it to clover, and it is 
alwavs an agreea.ble change of diet for them* The undikcd 
marslies prodrice a. coarse salt grass, which is covered at 
hrgh tides by the sea water without injury. Young cattle 
are fed upon this in winter and continucin very good condi* 
tion.. This grass is alsorahiable for theinamirc.made of it, 
which is of a much superior quality to that produced by cat- 
tle fed upon clover. White and red clover, timothy and 
brown top, are the grasses usually raised upon fipland. The . 
farms in the. old townships consist generally of dike and 
iipland. The former is set apart for hay, with a sm^il por- 
tion for grain* The latter is divided into two parts, one of 



mhUch ewtaiQft H tmall piece of ground for lilligef atid tfae 
ret^ 18 a large pasture in uhich the whole of the stocky cowa, 
)ionie&) sh^ep, pigs, and young cattle feed at large during the 
summer. In the autumn so soon as the hay is gathered^ the 
stock 18 removed to the dikes to depasture upon the afteis 
grass* The properties of this grass are so peculiar, thai 
horses or homed cattle, however low in conaition} become 
completely fattened in the course of six weeks* 

Tnis system among others is now undergoing an alteration* 
The proportion of tiuage land is becoming greater, and the 
pastures consequently somewhat improved. The farmer ia 
hereby enabled to raise potatoes or other vegetable producta 
Sufficient for stall feeding, and the markets are not so much 
glutted by grass fed beef in the autumn as heretofore, but re^ 
gularly supplied at diiferent periods according to the demand* 
The cjuantity of manure is also proportionably increased, aad 
the soil thereby rendered more rich and productive. The pe«i 
riod of sowing differs according to the season and soil; but 
in general oats and wheat are sown in April ; Indian com i^ 
planted ^cording to local circumstances, at any time be* 
tvveen the tenth of May and the tenth ^r twelfth of June* 
Barley and buckwheat are sown about the first of June, and 
turnips about the tenth of July. Mowing commences about 
the 95th of July. Reaping begins in August, and is finished 
in September. 

Dung i« the only manure which has been used in Nova 
Scotia, until within these two or three years. But since the 
establishment of agricultural societies, lime has been applied 
with much success, and composting has become a general 
practke. In most districts bordering on the Bay of Fundy, 
marsh mud (of which the dikes are composed) is applied as a 
superficial dressing for grass lands, and as a manure lor grain 
crops. The effects of this application are very great, often 
producing two or three courses of wheat in suc<:ession, and 
afterwards a strong growth of grass for ' several years. Ia 
Hants, King'S, and Annapolis coimties, there are very exten-* 
sive orchards of excellent fruit. trees, and a very great quan^ 
tiiy of apples of superior quality, and cider, is anhualiy ex<f 
ported to New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and the West 
Indies. Cumberland and Annapolis counties are remarkahlq 
for the great amount of butter and cheese which they M* 
|»rt eypry season* . . 
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Atnon^ the mass of agricultural papers which hate lately 
been published, I find the followiog list of general 'prizes 



for 1821. 
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!S<im« of these results iire dout>tlesg swelled to tlie FirRert 

extent and the mode adopted for ascertaining the quaDtit|^ 

jti3iised upon an acre, was by no means accurate.. A squart 

fooA was 9cl^ted, and the produce weighed ,or nieasuredi 

pXiA the ampunt ^f an acre ^timaied by that standard, k 

ibay however be -stated miix ceirlLainty ^at thipty bushels of 

*|Nrh^at,^2 do. of Rye, 40 do. of oats, ^^ do. of Indian corn, 

jand 225 do. potatoes are considered as fair crops in good 

soil, although 00 dikes or pieces of prime land this estimat# 

Jji very far eifceedcd^ ©y coinparing this latter scale witji 

ihai df otW CQumies it ^ill l^ foundl tibat nptwithstanding 

Nova Scotia has Been d^escribed as doofiied to ^^ iff^elentinjZ 

^tcrility,^^ the prsKluce Qi its «pil will rather expe^ than fall 

fltiortof that of most States in the American Union. ^^ Ir 

Marylaxicf/^ §ays Iftprse, " the soil is of such a nature and 

^uahty as to produce fn?ra 12 to 16 bushels of wheat, or froni 

50 to 30 bushels x>flj)dian corn per acre. Ten bushels ot 

wheat and fifteen bushels pf oprn per acre, are the annual 

average crops in the State ait large.^ \^ Massachus^ts the 

.aye^a^ prcrajjioc per acre of good j;jnd wf^W cultivated has 

)>een stated as fali0^«j S0 bushels oirCftrii, SO of barley, .20 

.pf wheat, 15 of rye, and 200 of potatops. 

The Jipr^es of JNTova Scofia V^ a rwitpd^ced, c<Mitaining 
grosses of Canadian, Aioericaa, apd English stock. When 
jiis Royal pighnes? tj»e la&e thlke of Kept was resident in 
Nova ScQtia^ hjB {mpqfted -several valuable i^tallions, which 
mied the ^qHintry ^itfe a»i ^jcccllent description of cattle, but 
sincp th« 4eJ^th of those horsey, t^e ^tock hasb^n much de- 
generated. A ^^H shaped hpr^ i§ upw rarply to be met 
<«rith. Tiiey however ejfidijre much fatiFQf^ are 'extremely 
liardy, 4^ in gencjjrajj^ better bottom inan those in Massa- 
<ihusetts or Mainel The agricultural ^cipties have attempt- 
ed an improvement in the. §i?e a^d 6hape of the borset* by 
introducing foreign stalliotis pf ^IflTcrent descriptions. In 
proportion to the Qther stock of the country, there are too 
^any horses, which are frequently u^ed i? tillage when oxen 
^ould perform all the work required, hi a countrjr where 
die winters are long, and the provender valuable, this error 
4& attended with very bad consequences, not only to the indi- 
vidual who is at the expense of rearing and providing for 
. ihem, but the community at large. 

TJie hoi-ned cattle of the coimtry arc very superior, which^ 
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••tisidertng the little attentioii paid to breeding, must be at- 
tributed in a great measure to the richness of the pastures* 
The oxen are commonly of a red and white colour, tall, full 
bodied, short jointed, and well put together, and are both 
handsome and strong, tractable in labour and easily fatted. 
The cows, wherever well fed and attended, are also of a large 
size, and in general good for the dairy* 

The Province is at present well stocked. The demand 
for beef during the late war, was so great, that horned cattle 
became scarce ; and it is only within a year or two that the 
country has recovered from its exhausture in this particular* 
The swine is the most inferior description of stock in the 
colony, and although in some districts the breed has beea 
much improved, yet they are commonly long bodied and 
long legged, and require both time and expense to fatten^ 
Next in value to horned cattle is sheep, an article of great 
concern to the faroxer, cheap in the purchase, easily fed, and 
returning a profit in many different ways* In a new country 
they arc invaluable to a settler, by clothing and feeding 
his family, in enriching the land, and last,' not least, by de* 
Stroying the sprouts and saplings, which are constantly 
springing up in his recent clearings. The shoep in the Pro* 
vince have undergone so many crosses, that they do not pro* 
perly come under the description of any of the Endish, 
breed. They are tall^ strong, well shaped animals,^ and the 
wool neitl^er fine nor coarse, biit well suited for the pornosea 
to which it is applied. They thrive very wiell in Novs^ 
Scotia, ^nd as the winters are dry, are not subject to so many 
disorders as they are in many other counU'ies. They weigh 
from 10 to 20 pounds per quarter, and yield a fTeece from 
two to eight pounds, according to the treatment they have 
received, Miramichie and St. John in New Brunswick form, 
a market for working oxen and fat cattle, Halifax and Liver-^ 
pool, N. S, Newfoundland, and the West Indies, for fresh and 
salt beef : — oats, apples, cider, butter, and cheese, are ex-* 
ported to the same places, in quantities VJirying according tQ 
the demand. 

Horticulture is greatly neglected by the formers. A 
stranger is much surprised at the total want of good kitchen 

Sardens, so essential to the economy and comfort of a farmen^ 
fe is also astonished to see a lavisn expenditure in the erec-^ 
tiott ©r large farm houses, handsomely painted, and neatly. 
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fenced with ornaraental railings and palisadefl ; whfle tbe 
interior of the building; is not unl'requentlj cold and unfinish- 
ed. External show, in two many instances, supersedes that 
compact, neat, comfortable appearance, which characterises 
the English farmer. The winter is devoted to thrashing and 
cleaning corn, to transporting fuel, and poles for fences, and 
carrying poultry, mutton, pork, and beef to market. The 
aj3ring is sometimes tedious in making its appearance, but 
when it commences it compensates, by its rapidity, for the 
lateness of its approach. At this period there is much work 
to be done, ploughing,^ sowing, carting manure, and repairing 
fences* The summer is generally, favourable for harvesting, 
and it seldom occurs that damage js sustained by variable or 
wet weather. The autumns are peculiarly nhe, and frei- 
quently admit of field work so late. as the. first of December. 

The improvement of the provincial agriculture is very per- 
ceptible, in the great quantity of additional labour, which is 
now performed at this season. Fall ploughing as it is terrn* 
cijd, or autumnal preparation of the ground, was at one time 
little attended to, but now, great exertions ar^ made to anti- 
cipate the spring work, apd a suitable use ;is made of this 
season so essential to the due course of husbandry. On the 
whole, though much improvement has undoubtedly taken, 
place in the habits and manners pf the farmers, there is still 
room for the introduction of further industry and economy. 
Nature is too grateful, and returns every favour she receives 
with so bountiful a hand as to spoil her children by indul- 
gence* The native farmer is too apt to, speculate, to enter 
into trade, and dabble in ^mall coasting vessels, to the neg* 
lect and injury of his farm. These however are evils whieL 
will in time correct themselves. .. 

I have extended this chapter beyond the limits assigned to 
it, as I thought some detail was requisite to exhibit the agri- 
culture and soil of a country, which has h^en sooftcn repre- 
sented as incapable of producing the commonest necessaries 
of life. I shall now shew the proportion that the soil fit for 
cultivation in Nova Scotia bears to that of some other coun- 
tries. This Province is billy but not mountainous, 500 feet 
above the level of the sea Js the utmost height of any cliff or^ 
high land in the country, consequently its altitude is no bar- 
rier to agriculture. The soil of the Province may be divided 
into, four classes. — 1. Prime land, as dike and intervale,—* 
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f. tSood tipl9n<),--S. Inferior land, and — 4. Ldihd incaf^^M^- 
of cultivation. Of the proportions of these soils, it is impossu;^ 
ble to give an exdei table, as no accurate surrey ha^ betsa 
made. An^ ^^R^y #9^1 ^ palled poor land in this Province^ 
even if there b% hot j^ufi^cient $ton^ to forni the enclosures, 
and as the value of prolperiy is relative, tt|e iarniers in the 
old townships, long usied to the extraordinary ferlility of theilr 
dikes, are apt to condemn all land that require^ ^uch labouc 
or much manu|:e> Perhaps tjhe i^mivipg scale will be foumi 
ijorrectf • ., . - ^ 

Prime )and^ ^ part9* 

Good do^ 4 do. ' 

inferior do. 3 do^ 

Incapable of cultivation do^ 2 doi» 

Although the last portion i§ ^tal^d as totally unfit for cvci^ 
kind of agricullijiral pitrpose, yet it is not entif ely iiselcss, and 
in many places where liich spots are tjO! be found cjo. a farm^ 
they are appropriated to tfee groly'th of that essential art^:le^ 
fence poles, with which t})ey aru generally covered. Some, 
portion of it nevertheless h barren and ^capable of pro^ 
iducing even the hardy spryqe and fii:^ i $hall ^Ow compare 
this statement with that olf Jamaica, t^e land ^^ of the. orchards, 
of the sun, and woods of perpetual verdijre.'^ 

Jamaica is oine hundred and fifty mil^s in ii^gth, and oti 
a medium of three measurements, taken in diff<gre|)t places, is 
abiQut forty miles in breadth* Hence if the Islai^d be a sup* 
iposed level co*intry, it would give 3,840,000 acres* 

As a great pstrt of it <^nsists of high ^ 
mountains, whose superficies contain much f ^ . -. ^^ 
jh'ore land than the base alone, tV way be jt ' 

allowed, which is - - - - j — : — ' 

Total 4,080,0«) 
Deductipn for sugar plantations, i639,000 
Forfpens, ...» 2a0;000 
For coffee, cotton plaB<ad<>^^&c. 140,600 

— 1,059,000 

Which leaves more than 3,000,000 of barren wildernefss. 

Dominica contains 186,436 acres, not so much as 50;006 
of which are fit for cultivation or improvement. FiVen Ire- 
land which is so extremely fertile, if allowance be made for 
iCs mountains, watei's and bogs (one of which alone, that of 
Alkp, extends 80 miles, and is computed to iuclude 3)30,009 . 
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HHtiiSi irHI bfi (bund to contain in proportion to its exteti t 
lur greater quantity of unpro^table land than Nova Scotia. 

All that the Province requires is capital and population. 
If the country were sufficiently known in Great Britain, 9l 
large portion of that capital which is m)w transported to the 
mids of the United Stdtes, would be transported to Nova 
jScotiay where i($ investment while it toricbed the colony, 
liirould by a reaction, materially assrtst the exports of England* 
Every person settled in the colonics, is supposed (by Child 
}gi his Treaties on Trade and Colonies) to give employment 
jto three or four at home in supplying his wants, and wherevef 
the mother country does not turn the tide of emigration to 
|ier own Proyintes,, every emigrant may be consiuerjed as a 
citizen lost to the commtinity, and strangers most reap al| 
the benefit of answering his demaiMis^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TraJe^ — QuertV mibmitttd to the merch^nti^ — TtthU of arti** 
eUs ikai may be impqrUdfr&fn the Umttd SiaUff with the du* 
Hief pagabU iftereoM, — Ditl^ from tiuropt ttnd Africa^ with^ 
4H:titfi' on do*-^TM$ <>f dtuHesppigMe at the eiX!C\$ef^King^9 
duHtSf — Abstract of the trade with Great Britain and Irt* 
l^jdf^^zoiifh ihs 9ou4hern parts of Europfs^-foith the W^si 
hdie^j — with Canada^ JsTew Brunswick, and Kewfmndlani^ 
"^wiiktiu UnitUd States in foreign vessels ^ — Dp. in British 
shdpsj — Absiru^ of coal trade^ — Amount of duties collected 
^nderthe late acts tf Parliament ^ — Accovnl of dutiable arU* 
des imported into the pro$in$e in 1810, 1830, athd ]L822» 

fWiSE Trade .of Nova Scotia is not 90 great afr might be 
-*" expected from a country^ surrounded by capacious har* 
boiiPSt, and situated in the very ccDtre of the fisheries. The 
System of colonial policy excluding the Americans from tm* 
inr, has produced a cpontervailmg prohibition from them* 
ifhe operation of both these coercive measures has crampeci 
wA confined mercantile exertions very much. Nova Scotiai 
h9& no intercourse with the United States, but by means of 
HeiKfax ; which, under the late act of Piarliameht, has become 
at fcee port. By another act a trade with foreign parts in 
£impe .is p^^mUted mific certc^ui duties ^nd re^tricUoi^ 
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If hat the effects of this relaxation) nirill be^ whetlie^ ic ^\^ 
gone far enough to do good, or whether under existing cir* 
Gumstanceft Nova Scotia will be able to avail herself of the 
trade to any extent, are all subjects? to be decided by ex* 
perience. At present the commerce of the country consists, 
!• Of the .West India trade and fisheries; 2. Of the trade 
wiih Great Britain and Ireland ; 3. With the southern parts 
of Europe ; 4. With the United States and the Independent 
Governments in South America; 5. Of the Plaister trade; 
€• Of the coal and coasting trade^ and othef minor branches. 
For a view of the extent of these bi<anches of trade, with an 
account of the articles of traffic, and the amount of the ton-> 
nage of shipping employed in them, the reader is referred 
to the subjoined tables, in which the^y are exhibited for the 
period of ten years. 

The following are a selection of the queries put by a joint 
committee of the Council and Assembly, to the merchants of 
the Province, in 181^, on the subject of the late convention 
with the United States, and the trade of the Province in ge- 
neral, with their Answers thereto. • - 

QufsU Set forth how, atid in what manner, the Fishery 
carried on from the United States operates, generally, to the 
prejudice and disadvantage of the British Fisheries in North 
America. 

Jlns* The natural advantages are ours; but, by admitting 
the Americans to participate in them, we suffer in the same 
ratio that they gain. The markets of the world are open for 
the admission of their fish, either directly or indirectly ; their 
Government cherishes and encourages their fishery, by 
which means they meet British fish in almost every market, 
with advantage ; besides which, they ruin the British Fishe- 
ry by wantonly throwing into the sea the garbage and other 
filth from their vessels. 

Qu^st. Have you any, and what, knowledge as to the va- 
lue of the Fisheries appertaining to that part of the coasts of 
Newfoundland, the Straits of Belleisle, Labrador Shore, and 
Magdalen Islands, upon which a right to take and cure fish,* 
has been granted to the people of the United States, under 
the Convention lately concluded between His Majesty and 
the Government of that country ? If you have, set forth the 
same, and describe how you have acquired such knowledge; 
#Ad make i»n estimate, comparatively, as to value between 
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^-^ 
tfi^ Fishery granted hj that Conrentioa to the United SuitC 
and that still retained by Gfcat Britain in North Anierir.« ; 
setting fortb what proportion the ralue of the one bears ta 
that of the others 

Am. The Convention gives them every advantage in th« 
Cod Fishery they can wish for or desife. A general indaU 
gence in the whole we have retained would make but Uttle 
diflerence, unless we can preserve the ^tet Fiihtty. The 
overwhelming numbers of the Anerican fishermen will ex^ 
elude British subjects from participating in the Fithcries now. 
made r:ommon to both nations. 

QtuiU Will the liberty of Fishing granted by the late Con- 

'vention to the United States afford to thera any, and what, 

facilities in participating in the Fisheries still exclusively r^ 

tained by Great Britain ; and if it will, describe how and in 

what manner they will attain that obtect 1 

Ans. Unless we can preserve the Net Fishery, the Ameri- 
cans will have nearly the same advantages that the British 
hliVe in^the reserved Fisheries; besides wfcich, they wfll sup- 
ply the British Fisheries, wich stores of every kin<\ and re- 
ceive from them their green ffsh in return ; and they will, 
through the same channel, supply in a eontrsbatid way, the 
itkhabitants with all sorts of foreign commodities. 

QuesL Is there any, and what, net fishery, and to what ex- 
tent carried on from the coasts of this Province, beyond the 
limit of a cannon shot, or three marine milet from the shore ? 
If there is, describe the n^iture and value of such fishery. 

Ans, There is to a very |fi'eat extent; particularly the 
Mackarel Fishery, which is of the greatest importance, and 
18 at some seasons carried on at double that distance. Wis 
. have much causeto fear; that the ruin of th* net IGishery will 
' be the consequence, if the Treaty allows the Americans to 
come within the Headlands, keeping a cannon shot from the 
shores in the bays and harbours, tney will be in the very 
heart of our net fishery. 

QueiL Will the general permission granted to the An»eri- 
can fishermen to take fish at the distance of a cannon shot, 
Of three marine miles from the shore of this Province, ope- 
rate in any respect, and how, to the prejudice of the British 
fehery ! 

' Anf. It will, not only from the increased number of vessela 
tint J will ettiploy in the C^ Fishery 5 but particulariy Hi ik% 




latins j i; u a fisbery of vast value to this ProviolGet and ofi^ 
mijicli it 6a»; liitherto had the incHiopolj ^ but the Amepicanv 
while engaged in the Cod Fishery, will set theiv. net§ thre^^ 
■|ile»{rpip the shore, wt^ere at one sQasoa of ihe^ear they 
will meet all th^ shoals of that ^^h ;;ancl when tb.ey -run qear*' 
er tOj the shores thej cahf set t^eir nets in the nighty wh}cb is^ 
tbe time the d»h run^ and send them^in their bo^ts from thei^' 
vess.eU at an anchor three miles froq^ the shore :- this wili 
aUo apply to the Herring Fishery *^ and ifi they came within* 
tKe headfands, keeping three miles jfrom. the shores of t)ie 
bs^ys, the whol^ net finery i$ open to them ;• so is tHe Dog, 
F^sberyt'the OH of which fishery is* a most import^iRt li^anchi: 
of our trade ; but when it is consideped ti^tf. with t^^ liberty 
o? fishing^ thi'ee miles' from the shore ;; th^y can* ent^ ev^ry 
harbour and rivftr in the North American Col9nies', nothing: 
. if 1^ lor tt^e British 'fishei^men, but to scramble on the com-' 
Bion ground, having, superior numbers tocontend with ^ ujid^r 
ftvich circumstances, British fishermen, hafe their iicts at the' 
mc^cjQf the Americans^ who- carry them away by sailing;; 
t£roiigh them, without the British &hermen* having: the ^maUr 
e^itiprospect of redress* Besides^- they ruin the fehery by 
tfirowing their of&ls into the sea y while oof ^faerra^it. bring;, 
t|i.em to; the shore. 

0uesL IfBritisfi subjects were allowed' tafi^h oa the jqeasfciy 
and to enter the harbours of the Ui^iited States of . A^nerica ia?' 
the same way that the people of that country ar<raU<^yf^d to^*; 
epterthose of the British Nprtli American Colonic, ^rould 
»uch privilege be of any, and' what, advantage to/lh^^l^itish| 
fisheries and commerce ^ 

Jlns^ None,(hrtKer than it would furnish to ourpeople the- 
same facilities to carry on an illicit commerce with the peo** 
pie of that country^ wJifclithe Convention enables the Ame-^ 
rficans to carry on with the North American Colonies ; but a? ' 
right to enter for shelter, or when .in distress foif any neces*^' 
sary articles, would Rave been an acfvantage to British colo- 
ni:^l vessels^ had the Convention secured them- that privilege^' 
^ which they are now deprived. 

r " • • • 

QuesU CaB you speak as to the value of the Salmop Fishr' 
ijiry on thp coast of Labrador, a^d to what exteiit Trade i» 
«ai!^d on with the natiY^ of tbipbt.couAtrT^.m fiu^d^^ 



Vlhrn, oil, or anr otti^r stnd whk I!mimd4ftie« f— Pl^stft it 
-jBet forth particularly what jrou tkh^w ofi :^eise'6abjecrs. - 

^ns» The Salmon fishery is V^fy extensiVi^ ) iotHe tidV^ 
t9T^ ia that Fishery .bav« h^0h n)ade from this ProTftic^i 
but it Jjas been principally carried Qn by periPdns ft^n EiJ^ 
land, ^^fi^uiadtac^, Ai^d Ctk^^dk^ ^^ iradt vkh the ;na? 
^ive^ is "iralvable, and has bili^crt^ becse coaducted by tb« 
Kudson^s Bay Company and traders fipon^ Neirfeiincrianfi ; 
l>ut the whole is now thrown dpen to the Awericaioe, and Its 
Advantage* wiii almost excius^iveiy centitr with tfa£tn« 

^esU Deftcnbe iipw the Fishery on the cdaist of Labi^ 
fdor is carried pn, whether ia hdats or rfsskclsi diicl pi wfaht 
^iistance from the lai^. 

^ns. The Fishery extends trom the distaiiee lof abovl htAf 
a mile to between three or four miles from the ^lioref It ia 

ft > '. ' ' '» 

^carried <^n by vessels of frpm BQ to 80 tons burden aiid iip- 
iiirards ; theee yesse)$ Ije at anchor in ihe harbours atld |»e^id 
put tb^ boats wiih crews to the fishing ground : th^ fiitti 
«re aH ta&en by the boats betongiiig to the ures^cU, whick 
remain laid up in the harb9urs until their landing of fish is 
^oail>lete4* 

Qaai;. Do y<m faKmr whether American m Brkidh fidhu^ 
vessels are outfitted and i^avi^ated at the cheapest r^te? ana 
if you dq, etate the comparative lexpenceg, sp as to sheil^ boir 
iind in wliat manner ike adyatitag^ lies on either side^ 

jfnr. Tfiere as very li^lte diftrence in peace. 

QuesU Have you known any, and what, instances^ ti4)Tc)i 
^ici$h fishermen |^ave been forcibly Invented by th^ Ame« 
ficao fi^hermek fmai carrying on the Rshery f State whsft 
^oa kii€|W a$ idi any violence ojIFered to British sabjects <Mi 
their own shqre^, or at ^ea, by these people, 

^ns. The .complaints of injurieSj violence and oittragi, 
sustained by British fishermen from the American fishermen 
Are huijierQus and frequfent every season — pains have been 
taken to investigate the causes of complaint, which have al- 
ways proved weM founded. On the' coast o'f Labrador, thosy 
|)revfent British subjects from hoisting, their colours ; they 
drive them froiti the best fishiijg stations ; take their bait, 
•hd will not allow them to set nets for buit, until they s^FH^'j 
themBeives : This their superiority in riumber enames iheii 
to effect, and whenever that is the case they^herally cloak 
#^.]tte«se^ 
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'%u«^r. Are y#u aware ^f an j pfactkable meatM^'by whibK 
the Ameri'eaA fishermen can bt prevented from usurpinig 
rights and privikgeson the British shores, different from 
those granted to them by the late Convention f Set (prtix 
the same particufarly. 

Ans. It will be very difficult, if not impossible, to prevent 
all the evils which will grow out of this Convention : First, 
it will be necessary to explain whether the right given to the 
American vessels to enter every harbour, river and creek iii 
the North American Colonies for shelter, or to procure sup- 
plies'of wood and water, it a right only to be exercised ia 
cases of real necessity, or whether it is a right they can use 
at their will and plea^ure ; Secondly, whether they are liable 
to pay for the various lights kept up on our shores, or any 
other, and what port charges ; and lastly, a naval force, ju- 
diciously distributed, to prevent, as far as possible, the nu- 
merous abuses which the extensive privileges givien by this 
Convention, will give rise to. 

QutfU Is it your opinion that, if a commercial intercourse 
with the East Indies, and all other parts of the world, was 
added to the other privileges whien the inhabitants of the 
Britilsh Colonies in North America now enjoy, that it would 
have any, ajfid what, effect in transferring Capital from the 
United States to these countries for commercial purposes ? 

Ans^ It certainly would be a means to induce many Capi- 
talists to move from that country to the North American 
Colonies* 

Quf.sK If Freedom of Commerce, such as is enjoyed by 
the United States, was granted to the Colonies in North A- 
jneriea, in what proportion (compared with the revenue now 
collected in the United. States) would such Colonies be en*- 
bled to contribute to the revenue of the Mother Country, in 
return for such advantages t 

Ant. The establishment of such a trade would, no doubt, 
enable the Mother Country to draw a considerable revenue 
from her North American Colonies, 

Quest. What effect do you suppose the freedom of trade 
from the North American Colonies would have on the im* 
portation of manufactures, and other commodities, from the 
United Kingdom ; Do you think it woiild operate to increase 
QV dimiaish the same ? 

4ns. It would;, no doubt, 'greatly iaerease the impertatK)i| 



^froni tli« United Kingdoniv not only to supply the domestic 
consumptioo of an increased population, but also for exporta*. 
tion to other countriee* 

Que$L Can you state the probable value of the annual im- 
portations from Great Britain into the British Colonies of the 
productions of the East Indies, for the last ten years ; and 
can you form an estimate of the annual ralue of East India 
productions, clandestinely introduced into the same Colonics 
from the United States, during the same period ? 

Ansm Part of this question can be best answered from the 
different Custom-Houses ; the annual importation from Great 
Britain into this Province may be estimated for the last ten 
years at the value of from 16 to 20 thousand pounds a year, 
and the clandestine importations from the United States, at 
about from 8 to 10 thousand pounds a year, There is good 
reason to believe the clandestine importations into the Sister 
Colonies in North America, far exceed the estimate for this 
Province, and upon such excess the calculations should be 
made, according to the population of the respective Pro- 
vinces* 

Quest. Do you think that all, or any great portion of such 
British merchants, would remove with tneir trade and busi- 
ness to the North American Colonics, in case they were al- 
lowed there to trade to and from all parts of the world, with 
I the same freedom they now enjoy in the United States ? 

Ansp If such extension of trade to British America, was 
placed on a footing that merchants could depend on its per- 
manence, no doubt great numbers of British subjects would 
remove tq the North American Colonies ; their natural incli- 
nations would influence then, were it not for the injury their 
interests would sustain, were they to mote while the present 
system exists. 

QuesU What number of days does it generally take to 
make a passage from each of the following ports in the United 
States Xo Halifax, that is to say : From Portsmouth in New 
Hampshire, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Norfolk, 
Charleston; and Savannah \ and what number of days does 
it generally take to make a passage from Savannah to Ports- 
mouth, Boston, New York* Philadelphia, Norfolk, and 
Charleston ? Set down each passage separately. 

AfiB^ From Portsmouth to Halifax, the passage is from 3 
So § days ^ and from Boston It 4S accomplished in nearly 
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lAMt (htihme time; ftoia New York it tafetfi Tf(« AP^^ 
d^% frob Philadelphia, fron^ 7 to 14 days; from NbHblk^ 
from 7 to 14 days; frorn Charleston, 8 to 16 dajr$; frote 
SaVtirffiah^ 9 to 18 Anyt, |*rofti. Savanna h to Boston orPortSt 
mouth, from 8 to 16 dajfs ; from Savanpah to Philadelphia 
or New York, much the same, froth 6 to 12 days ; from Sa* 
vatin&fa to Norfolk, frqm 4 to 8 days ; frotii the ^ame plaice 
io t^hartieston, fr(^ 8 to 6 days^ 

Questf If a general freedom of commerce was permanenfkjr 
l^^tsbli^bed in the N^rtiii ^in^sricaq Colonies, could not the 
Iti'lniif^tures of ifa^ Mother CQuntry be there exchanged fbir 
the commodities of the United States, generally, upoin as godd 
terihs as they are now exchanged 14 tijie prijficipal ^diif^ 
to vrns 0f the United States ? • ^ 

Ant. They would, upon better terms, 

Quesif Turn your attention genefally to the subject Riattdft 
of this inqiiiry, and state any matter relative thereto ; whidh 
fhd^ n6t hdtve been set forth, and particuIarJy e^plaineij 
in yc^tzf aiiTTsWers to the foregoing questions* 

Jlns* If Great Britain would hold out to the merci|anti$ and 
iSi^bcrhiiSn ^ (hat country, engaged in tlie whafe and cod 
ifishfery, the enjoyment of the satne comittercial advandi^^ In 
^British North Amerrc^ which they now enjoy in tfee United 
St^es ; adding thereto all the commercial and othcfr advan- 
tages which belong exclusively to British subjects; aid 
WduM also allow them to remove with their vessels and ef* 
f€fqts Into the British dominions, ns^uraiieing th^ merchafi^ 
*dnd fisfhermen, and constituting the vessels they brififg with 
theth irfto a special and particular branch of Btitlsh Naviga- 
tion, so calculated as to naturalise their vessels as Brittth 
built ^il^, qualified to canj on the wh^le and eod fbh^jr 
from British America ; to which occupation they should te 
eifefusiv^iy febtlfti^d, and restricted flrom beiAg eiofiployed in 
any other lAranch of B^itis^h trade or comttierce ; wa, tWna 
*ur cOnt^itjjr and inlerc6tfrse with this description of peo- 
f)le, are well acqttaittifcd with their sentimerits and <!»pfnion&, 
%¥?i know the pbwerful effect it would have, if a measure {sb 
simple in itself, *o easily eJcecatcd, and ^tt^ihled Withnb eib> 
^9iiM^se) wifts carried into effect. We kftoW that, uAdel* Stfch 
encouragement, great ntimbeirs ivotrtd at 6nce reiftbye and 
tettfi?, Wnh thei^ vessels and property, irt Britferti America ; 
liitt the great advtotsigefi they woald ifiimediate]^ jh^^ 
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liMi sUch reinoiral, would <;jiii^ (bem tp ht (ollowti hf a 
^UQS^nt; succession of the same description of emigrants^ 
which no exprtioa& oi\ the. p%s|. of thip United ..Stated ^^pmI^ 
t^v^t, for it is not ia their, power to givf theai. W]l iv^tti^^l 
adtantages^ s\^h ^9. th^ British Dominmis a^rd ; suifiitist: 
ajso fmt pf their power to open for them anj neiic Co^QVmcfci^l 
rf«oiyx:eQ^ beyond what they at pr^ent enjoy. Ti)iia« Wfi. 
should soon s^ip the United States of the v^st advaiUpg^. 
tfeey^exRpcl, to d?riye from the Ifi^te Convention; and we 
should not OQily.gain^ in a commercial point of view, what. 
t)i^y wov)d lo^> but w^ shpyld add to British Bowor the 
l^incipaljfopndaUop of their natal strength — thus inpr^asing 
tJO^e B{ar\|ime Force of Great Britain, in ^tbe same ratio .that 
we should djimi^i^h theirs* 

Su|3Jo\|^ed is a list of the articUfi, which may be legaHy im-' 
ported into Hpl^xfrpia^nenpaT ooder ihe late act of Fw 
li^^t^ with a table ofduties payable thereon* 



Asses, 

llarl^y, ' 

ftpanp, 

Wsc^ity 

I^ax^r, aiidjaill sor^s 
. of iFur, . 
Bowsprits, 
Qalayan^^QSy 
Cocoa, 
Cattle,, 

Coin and Bdlioi^ 
Cotton Wool, 
Drugs of allsor^s^ 
Diamon^l^^ and P^i^- 

cious stones, 
Flax, 
Fruits and, V^g4j:?k 

bles,. 
Fqstick, and a^ spjts 

of Wood for^Dyr 



ARTICLES* 

< • 

[FJour, 

Gcain of any sort, 

Gjardta Seeds, 

Way^ 

Hemb^ 

Heading Boards, 

Horses^ 

Hides^ 
Hoops, 

Hardwood or Mill 
' Timber, 

Ix^m Corn M^^l^ 

Indigo, 

Ijiive Stock ^ anyjTar, 



Neat Cattle^ 

Pease, 
Potatoes^ 
Poultry, 
Pitch, 

Rice, 

Stavesy 
iSikins, 
Shingleiy 
Sheep, 



allow, 
rurpentiney 



{ Sort^ 

umber, 

ogwood, 

ahogany, and o-l'Tiraber, 

ther Wood {<fis Ca-fiortoise-shell, 
binet Wa^^ 
l|(a8tSy 
Mulefl^ 




Itt 



»WtlE«. 

Barrel of Wh^t Floor « not weighing more thsit 

196ft net weight, .««.«. 

Barrel of fiiscuit, not weighing more than 196 & 

net weight, - - - * • - * 
For everj Cwt. of Biscuit, - • • . 

For every 100 ft; of Bread, tnade from Wheat or 

other Grain, imported in Bags or Packages 
For every Barrel of Flour, not weighing more 

than 196% made from Rye, Peas, or Beans, 
For every bush, of Peas, Beans, Rye,or Calavances 
Rice, for every lOOfe net weight, . - - 
For every 1,000 Shingles, called Boston Chips, 

not more than 13 inches in length. 
For every 1,000 Shingles being more than 12 

inches m length, ...•«• 
For every 1,000 Red Oak Staves, . , • 
For every 1,000 White Oak Staves or Headings, 
For every 1,000 feet of White or Yellow Pine 

Lumber, of one inch thick, - . - - 
For every 1,000 feet of Pitch Pine Lumber, 
Other kinds of Woqd and Lumber, per 1,000 feet. 
For every 1,000 Wood Hoops, - - . - 
Horses, for every iSlOO of the value thereof, 
Neat Cattle, for every j£lOO of the value thereof, 
All other Live Stock, for every jElOO of the value 

thereof, -----.- 
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A Scheduh cf Articles allavfed io be exported from Ports in 
urope or in Africa^ to any of His Majesty^ s Colonies^ Planta^. 



E ^ 

tions or Islands in America or the West Indies* 



Anchovies, 
Argol, 

Alabaster, or rough 
and worked, 
Anniseed, 
Amberi 
AlmondSf 
Biscuit, 
Brandy, 



Bullion^ 


Corn, 


Brimstone, 


Cuniminseedy 


Boxwood, 


Coral, 


Beans, 


Cork, 


Botargo, 


Cinnabar, 


Cattle, 


Cascasoo, 


Carrants^ 


Caviar, 


Capers, 


Dates, 


Cantharldesi . 


Essence of Bd^^ttal 



£ «/ 


d 


6 





3 
1 


6 

4 


2 


6 


2 

3 


6 

7 
6 


7 





14 

1 1 
IS 







1 1 
1 I 
1 8 
6 
10 
10 





3 





<n> 



IjBseiicet)f Citron, 


Lentils, 


Pearlr, 


— * oi'L»eln0n, 


Lumbcfr, 


Pttftk, 


— of Orange, 


Manniby 


Punice Stone, . 


— of Lavender 


Mosaic Workis 


Peas, 


^^ of RoseS) 


Medals, 


Parmesan Cheese, 


— ofRoscfBiary 


Meaiy Qnicksrlrer, 


Em^y Stone, 


Mubk, .t>^;^:^m 


Flour, 
rriA, 


Marble, r^Bgh n^d 
worked. 


fthub^rb, 
Rice, 


— dry & wet, pre- 


Mill Timber, 


served in Bvkjtfh 


^(acnroni, 


Salt, 


dynndsog»r,in 


Mules, 


SaiMlag^^ 


jars and bott4es, 


Nuts of all kinds. 


ScnflA^ 


Figs, . 


Oilof Oliver, 


SeaiBfnon)r, 


Garden Seeds, 


— of Almonds, 


Sarsaparilla, - 


Gunl Arabic, 


Opftnn^ 


Saffron, 


— Mafetioi) 


Orris Root, 


Snfltewei*, 


— Myrrh, 


Ostrich Fe&Chef 8, JShingles^, 


— Sicily, 


Ochr*, ^ 


Sponges, 


— Ammonia^, 


Orange Buds aAd 


Staves, 


Grain, 


Peel, 


Sheep, 


Honey, 

Jalap, 

Incense, 


Olives, 

Pickfefly ia jar» aAd 
bbltle^. 


Vermillion^ 
Vermicelli, 


Juniper Berrie*, 


Paintings and Priikts 


Whetstones, 


Lava &M alC^ Stone 


PoKsiolana, 


Wine, 


for Building^, 


Precious Stones^ 


Wood Hoops» • 



A Scheduh 6f Duties pajfe^h oH Articles imported into Hii 
JUajtstv^s Coiariies^ Plantations, oir Mdnds in Afnertca or th^ 
West indies, from Ports in Enrdpie or Africa, undir l/ie Ai- 
thority of the Idte Act of ParKfimtTti. 



Wine import^(}in bottles, vi^. 
French Wine the tun of 262 gallens, j. • - 
Madeira Wine do. do. do* - - • 
Portugal Wme do. do. da. . * - 

Rhenish Germany and flun- ) ^^ ^^ ^^^ |,^ 

garyWmc S ° 

Spanish Wine, and Wirie not > Jo do do 
' olherwise enumerated, ) \ 



£ f. is 



10 10 
7 7 

7 7 



O 

o 




9 9 

« •. • . 

7 7 



TH' 



And' in addition to^the «pecified Duties herebj^ im- 
posed upon such Wines respectively, a further 
Duty for every £iOO of the true and real va- 
hte thereof, -•.--.. 

And for every Do««n of Foreign Quart Bottles, in 
which such Wine may be imported, 

Corn, Flour, Grain,) For every £l 00 of the true 

Meal, Peas, Beans, 5 and real value thereof. 

Headings, for every 1,000, 

Lumber, viz. Yellow or White Pine per l^OOO feet, 
All other descriptions, . ^ - 

Hill Timber, the like, -^ • - 

Shingles, for every 1,000, not exceeding 13 inches 
inleogtb, - - ^ - -^ - - 

Shingles, for every 1,000, exceeding 12^ inches 

Staves, Oak, Red^ or While, for every 1 ,000, 

Wood Hoops, for^v^ry l,obO; 
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- 8' a 



12 

1 1 

1 1 

1 8 

10 

7 

14 

1 1 
6 



Alabaster, 

Anchovies, 

Argol, 

Anniseed^ 

Amber, 

Almonds, ' 

Brandy,. 

Brimstone, 

Botarge^. 

Box-wood, 

Currants, 

Capers^ 

Cascasoa, 

CantharideSt* 
Cummin-seed, 

Coral, 

Cork, 

Cbnabar, 

Dates, 

Essence of Bergamot,- 

— of Lemon, 

— of Roses, 

— of Citron, 

— of Orange, 



Essence olf Lavender, "^ 

' — of Rosemary, 

Emery Stone, 

Fruit, viz. 

^ — dry and preserv- 
ed, in Sugar, 

?— wet,, preserved in 
Brdiidy, 

Figs, 

Gum Arabic, 

— Mastic, 

— Myrrh,. 

— Sicily, 

— Aitimontac,t' 
Honey, 
Jalap, 

Juniper Berries, 
Incense of frankincense 
Lava and Malta Stone 

for building. 
Lentils, 
Manna, 
Marble, rough and 

worked, i. 









O 

Of 
O 
O 

O 
O 
O 
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s 

8 



131 



OBaic Work, _ 
Medals, 
Bfusks, 
Macaroni, 
3<.uts ^ all kii^ds, 
Oil of blivea, 
— of Almonds, 

<5pium, 

Orrii Root, 

Ostrich Feathers, 

Ochre^, 

Orange bud^ it peel, 

Olives, 



Pickles iojarsiz^bottlet^ Sponges, 



jPearls, 

Precious Sjtpiies (e|L« 

cepc DiaipfENidjr), 
Quicksilvtr, 
Raisins, 
Rhubarb, 
Rice, 

Sausa|;es, 

oenua, 

Scammony, 

Sarsaparilla, 

Saffron, . 

SaiRover, 



Paintings, 

Pozsolana, 

Pumice Stone, 

Punk, 

Parmesan Cheese, 

Pickles, 

Prints, 



Vermillion, 

VermicelH, 

Wine, not in bottles, 
except Wme imjiort- 
ed into Kewfound- 
land. 

Whetstones^ 



) 



I 

IS 

8 

s 
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TABLE OF DUTIES 
PatfBbU at the Excise on the following Jtrticles^ mth the Draw^ 

i^k allowed an Liegml Exportation. 



Excise^ 
AR'jHcxES* • p«r gal 

Wildes — Champaigne, Madeira, Pcrrt, Claret, 

Lisbon, and Sherry, - - - • Is. 9d. 

All other Wine^u, - r r - Is- 5d» 

*Rum and all other disttll^ Spirituous Liquors" Is. 
^Molasses, - - • - -- id, 

§Brandj and Gin, t - t t I *• ^* 



Drais. 



per cwt 
tSugRr, - - - -. - ^3s. 6d^ 

nCoffee, per ft. id. 

Drawback &lkpmd\ 
*For a quantity not less than 400 gallons. 
:(Por do. not less than 1,000 gallons. 

§1 Id. to Quebec, and lOd. to other Colonies. 
tFor a quafltitjr not less than 10 cwt. 
}jFor do. not less than 500 &«. 



Is. 6fd 

Is. l|d 

lOd. 

fd. 
is. l|d 

2s.llcl. 
Id. 



T» 
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AU Goo(]s, Wares and MerchamtilBe impo|4fe4 ffon di0f 
port or place subjt ct to a duty of ^ per cent* ad^ v^Urutim^ 
except owned in anjr shape ky a non-resident ; in which ca^or 
they pay 6 ppr ctnU ad. voi. unless imported directly i^on 
Great Britain or Ireland. 

All articlfss from the United Stf^tffapay a dutji- of 19 g^9^ 
cent* od. vaU 

The following articles are ej^empt from S{- and 5 per ctnU 
--*Wines of ^H kinds, Brandy and Gin, Rum and other di^til*^ 
led Spirituous Liquors, l^lolasses, Brown Sugar, Co^ee^ 
jplotjir, Meal, Grain and Liimber of all kinds; Furs and Shin^ 
of all kinds, Staves, Hemp, Sail Cjloth, Cordage, Pitch, Ts^r, 
and Turpentinf, Fish and Fish Oil, Salt, Coals. Anchors^ 
Grapnels, unwrought Iron, Twine Ih4^C6 and Fi$h Hookft. 

All articles exported subject to drawback, must if landed n| 
a British port, have a certificate of the same from the Collecr 
tor and Comptroller of the Cusloms,. if in a. Foreign Porc^ 
from the Britisih Consul, or vice Copsul there resident, la h% 
produced here to ihfs ColIfK^tQjr qf l&ifci^e ; ql^^Fwi^^ i^ dra 
back will b^ allowed. 



ItfNG'S DUTIES, 
PayabU at th^. Cu».HtP»-0<^4< ^n. Ca^h a^t (&^ imt ofUhttry* 

Wines, bcm the Azores, Madeira^ and. t>Ue Island of Malta, 

£7 per ton. 
Wines^ direct from Great Britain, from Sicily, ajnclothcr Ports 
in the Mediterranean,if not the.produce of Fr'ence,10a»prktoci» 
French. Wines ca^ only l^e import^ fvom Greats lSri(9W, ai|d 

then pay the same duty* 
British P^intation Coffee, 7s. per cwt. 
Foreiga do» do. 59s. 9d. per cwt. 
Indigo, 6d. per cwt. 
Pipaento^ Jd. per lb. 

Foreign Muscovado Su^ar, 5% pep cwt. Clayed, 27s. 
Foreign Rum, not ajdmis^ble^ unless Priacv 
Molasses^ Id. 

Foreign Productions as above maybe bonded for exporta- 
tion, but no drawback i$ allowed on aay articles on which 
the duty has actuaily, bejen p^id. 



i»9 



Thcftfr dutUi^. wUb some trifling ones, in^xmcc} by the Pro- 
VinciaJ Legislature^ upon the iipport^tion ot Cattle from tb^ 
\Jnited Stutes, are the principal charge^ upop tr^de^ and 
constitute th^ sourqef of the Province. The different Har- 
Ibottfs ef the Province sif^ce 1822^ are considered as cens^ 
tutin^ the port of Haiifaji, and the districts in which Depiiiies 
are stationed as Member Ports. The fec» of the Custom- 
jtlottsey when compared with tho^e of other Colonics arc 
smalt ; and althou^ gi^^t strictnesis is obeerved in enforcing 
obedience to the laws, yet no obstnietions or unnecessary d€> 
lavs are thrown in the way of trade. The present Collector 
The Hon. T. N. Jeffery, is very much esteemed by the mer^* 
cantiie part of the Compaunity, wiio can best appreciate his 
conduct as a pubilic officer. 

PORT OP HAiLlFAX, KOVA SCOTIA. 

Abstract of th^ Trade at this poift^ Jnmardt and Ouiwards 
ftam. Great BrUain and freland fof io yMrs^ ending thtJirH 
^fMflrch J 81 9. 

Inwards. Outwards. 
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115 


27770 


I?!6 


1610 


115 


21793 


1124 


1811 


S3 


17431 


892 


1811 


88 


16986 


882 


m^ 


12^ 


265921 


1505 


181^ 
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27322 


1308 


i8ia 


6^ 


1897e 


881 


1813 


72 


15074 


762 


1914 
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25)303 


1341 


1814 


68 


1 4476 


729 


1B15 


114 


26646 


1232 


1815 
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21082 


86$ 
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90 


211069 


1082 


1816 


6a 


15696 


753 


1817 
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24566 


1212 


1817 


6» 


14019 


666 


1818 


178 


39047 


1983 


1818 


130 


273^75 


t347 


1819- 


-(Frw 


1 5th Jar 


u to 5th 


Jan, 1819 


S: 


lr97 


12 



March) Nil. || 

Article* imported-^Manufactured Goods, Coal, Salt^ Iroir, 
Copper, &c. Arrieles eMparted— Tinibei% Lun^ber, Oil, 
Foreign Siigan Fish, Skins^ Tobacco, Foreign Wool, Indigo 
l^tce, Wine, &c. 
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PORT OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA- 
Abgtraci qfthi Tradi of ih%9 porU Inwards and Outward^^ 
fromtheiouthtmpartsQjEurtptj far two y^arsj tndmg thm 
Jlrsi of March 1819. 

Inwards. Outwards. 



• 

e 

>< 


No.of 
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Nil. 1 
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618 ] 
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N 630 
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1439 
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1816 
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56 
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No. of 
vessels* 


Ton- 
nage.: 


a ■ 


1809 


Nil. 
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419 


23 


1811 


4 


654 


36 


1812 


3 


335 


16 


1813 


1 
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6 


1814 


3 


346 


21 
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3 
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39 


1816 


Nil. 






1817 


2 


341 


}4 


1818 


3 


318 


17 


1819- 


-Nil. 
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Articles imported-r-Wines, Olives, Olive Oil, Linseed Oil^ 
Raisins, Cnrrants, Figs, Grapes, Prunes, Lemons, Oranges, 
Cork Wood, Pickles, Capers, &c. &c. 

Articles exported—rPickled Fish, Fish Oil, smoked Her- 
rings and Salmon, Tiijiber and Lumber, Resii^ and Turpen- 
tine, Butter, Potatoes, Beef, Cheese, &9, 

PORT OF HALIFAX,, NOVA SCOTIA. 

Abstract of the Trade inwards and outwards with the West IiV' 
dies for ten years^ ending the first ofMarch^ 1819. 





No. of 
vessels. 
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10577 


533 
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751 


1815 
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1819 


14 


1635 


86 





No. of 
vessels. 
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1609 


I4l1 


14026 


865 


1810 


116 


12622 


696 


1811 


122 


13554 


809 


1812 


84 


11 183 


' 633 


1813 
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18361 


1034 


1814 
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25867 


1398 


1815 


145 


19373 


1018 


1R16 


137 


16602 


908 


1817 


158 


18886 


1042 


1818 


170 


19325 


1100 


1819 


31 


3187 


18B 



ns 



Imports — Rum^ Sugan Molasses^ Coffee, Cocoa, Wines^' 
Tobacco, Mahogany, Arra Root, Hides, Log Wood, Salt, 
Cotton Wool, Limes, Oranges, Grapes, &c. 

Exports— Dry Fish, Pickled do. Fish Oil, Beef and Pork, 
Smoked Herrings, Lumber, Ice, Potatoes, Soap and Candles, 
Apples, Cattle, Flour, Indian Meal, Corn, Cheese, British 
Blerchandise, Cider, Grindstones, &c. 

PORT OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA. 

Abstract of the Trade^ Inwards and Outwards^ mth Canada^ 
JftzD-Bruruwick and Xmfoundlandjfor 10 years, ending 31<l 
Dumber y 1818. 



Inwards. 



Outwards. 
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25l 
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670 
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13204 
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124 


9125 


^ 464 



Years. 


No. of 

vessels. 


Tons. 


Men. 


18091 301 
I8l0 187 


16661 
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15029 


787 


181 1 


169 


11864 
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I I8l3 
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684 


1813 
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24588 


illa 


I8I4 
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3t077 


1755 


I8I5 


176 


229II 


1417 


I8I6 


197 


22452 


1131 


1817 


160 


19066 


985 


lais 


126 


13665 


669 



Imports from Canada, — Flour, Grain, Beef, Pork, Batter, 
Lard, Soap, Candles, Stares, Fish ; from New Brunswick 
the same articles ; from Newfoundland, Salt, Wines, &c. 

Exports to Canada and New Brunswick, — British goods, 
prize goods, West India produce ; to Newfoundland — Flour, 
Bread, Pitch, Tar, West-India Produce, and sundry articles 
of the Province. 



PORT OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA. 

' Abstract of the Trade, Inwards and Outwards, with the Unii* 
td States of Americay for iO years up iathe 1st of March, 1819^ 
in British VtsseU* 
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209 



I3I9I £>93 
I218S 633 
I40^i 676 
6078 ) 316 
From Jan, 5. 

Imports— Bread, Flour, Corn, Rice, Wh^af, Tai», Pitch, 
Lumbei", Apples, Indian Meat, Cattle, tc. 

Exports — Sugar, Coffee, Kom, Malasais, Coal, Dollars, 
British MercliaDdise, Fish^ Plaistet Paris, Salt, Grindfitooes, 
Free Stone, Ii*onj Coppe r, Lead, fcc > 

PORT OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOtlA- 

Abstract oftht TrtJtdt^ lnw(trd$ and Onlwitrd^^ taoith iht (Inii^ 
erf States /of iwoyedn^ up to Is'tMoteh 1819, in/oreign te^stlfh, 
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19 


20 ' 


2159 


9S 



Imports — Bread, Corn, Flour, Beef and Pork, Oats, Tur- 
pfitttine, Indian M^t, Oni'Ons, Lumbef, Nufcj, App^toS, tod 
Pears, Candleaf, Cattle, Tobau^eo, &c. 

Exports — Sugar, Molasses, British MercbMdiS^, a«d pri«* 
Goods, Salt, Coals, Ironj Coffee, pish, Hides, Wine, Oil, &c» 
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t4* 
'" CHAMEfl IX. 

CQlonitSj-^The Courts of Lawy-^ChitfJu»tio$^*^Thi Lom^ 

VK the fi^^xmA chApier of tbto book, I M«t«d that the Legii* 
-*- l^ture of Nova Scotia, consisted oC tbfe« braDC^h^, th€ 
eioyeth^^ (JaMtsil alid AMmbiy, ifi hotftbte immitdtio& of 
Kflig^ Lot^s^ ^tid OMumMi^, and a^ iks^ dMipliet i» d^M«4 td 
«h^ fc^i&6MtefBiidki of tb^ Ooiif ts of- Jariicai4ai«*e^ atid pe^ultee 
Laws of Nova Scotia, I shaUgiV^ M account itf the Anth^tjT 
Vci^^ Iti the GovttAdt aTMst the oHgin aiMl {>o«rers of the 
t)ecttici| '^bthe^ ^t^ teiipectivelyc^tii^eei^ wjlhihoee^db^ 
j«d(8. £^l-^*Q9^rhoi* is aHoiv^ the Tkle of Sxcelkyicy 
«ilrd is ini^t^ed With the f<rilo#ing Powers. 

I^lm^Ae G^Sih^enctal and OotDlMtUdct-iil-C^ief, h« 
libs thie %^l6al Coinitiand cf all the l^nd f^tm Wit^fih faw 
6bt«di^iilB)erA, li'Ad he toftitAiesioivs all Offiic^rfe tf ibe Mi1it4a« 
tite^biB'tft the }adge6 trf aU the dt(fer»)tO»ims of Gmi>^ 

16^ l^aMr. He r^fiair^a^ft Md 6\j)p«»fi^d^s ait tf^ t^ Cu^odos, 
^tMffeei^ ^f th^Pekee, aftd otib^ ^abordf»ate 'Chril Olii^ers* 
W\$x the fitdvice 4( bk CetmeiK )i^ hoift amhority lo «unH&oti 
General Assemblies, which lie may from time to tiiftie pto^ 

r(dg«^ ^if)d di~^totc^e, K^He aldfie ^ati judge ^eiaifuU All 
i^Qth civil ^m^ojrm^tHs %6 tbe-OroWn dhes tiift diKpd^ nf, 
are part of his Patronage, aftd Whpnwef VaCanciefelieppenfe 
«ifc% 'offices, as tfl^ <«»ualty SMfed irp by the British^cf^ern- 
Ih^Qt, ilie 'Gk>vem6r ^^boihis ?pt*o tethpo^e, ai^d ihe^p^rsoiA 
^o ^ppbitil^ at^ entitled tJb ^tl ibe ettiolurpems tiH they w^ 
Mf^rseOiefd ^t hbme, and till ttie|)^roDs tiofninat^d toi^ilp«i^ 
sede tbeih'fCfi^e it) Che Cetbhy. JHe^ha^-like^i^se ailthortt;f^ 
Wheia lie ^bdHj^age l^lny ^ffeoderincfimitmliiratleiisafil ob- 
Jett bf mef ey, to extebd the *Klr^V 'pardon iwwaicdg Uriia, 
l^<fe|R 4t)l;y it) ^s^«f ^murder antjhi^ vr^^oth, and^^ti in 
these cases he is permitted to reprieveitll Che 6^itificsPtI<m«t 

ibe tibial t¥em^c. 

Secondly— The'OwWnbi' Jnnitlie 0«i?tf3% ^ ihetSf^l 
iSted!, ypmsghi^ %dle1y 4t) ahe high -C^i&n bf Gnlntc^ry, and in 

fei)cl^r^<eiti!^^ Within hi^ 'Jut4sdi^io^, fhe«ameMleti^e 
powers as are ][99l^6^^ hf'^ IrXjX^d lli|k C)bl»ee)|)r «( 



^ "tVirdly-^Thf Ctov«rn^ is Ordimrj. He hai^likcii*^ 
iQie power of granting Probate «of Wills, and Administratioo 
itf tw effects of persons dying Inte^t^t^t and grantsLicenoqp 
Ibr Marriage 

Fourthly— ThettSovernor presides in the Courtof Error, cdF 
isrhicb he ai|d the Council are Judges, to hear and determine 
•n appeals, in the^nature.-of j¥riis<af Error, from the superior 
Courts of Co^piBMn iLa«. 

Fifthlijr— The Governor is also ^Jce^Admiral within the 
Extent of his Government* As such in time of War, he issues 
liis warnmt to the Judge of the. couct^ofYice- Admiralty t# 
|;raot Gommissioiis to Privateeits* 

Lastly-The Governor, besides variotts emoluments which tr 
rise from fees,forfeitures & escheett^, has an honourable apnual 
|>rovision settled upon him, for the whole term of his Adminis* 
Oration in the Colony, and that he may not be tempted to di- 
minish the dignity of his station by improper coadescentiona 
to leading men m the Assembly, be is in general restrained bjf 
bis instructions from accepting aay salary, unless the same be 
settled upon him^by law within tbeuspacet^ one year after hia 
^Mitrance into the •Government, and expressly made irrevoca- 
t>le during the whole tecqiof his residence in the Adminbtra- 
tion* And^his appears to be a wise and most necessary re* 
•trictios- 

The members of the Council are severally aeppointed by 
iflhc Governor and are . in number twelve. Their privileges, 
|)0wei6 and offices are as follow -: 

, <Eirstr— They are sewerafly styled flonouraib}^, ithey^take 
precedency next to the . Commander-in-Chief <; and on the 
death or absence lOf the Governoir, Lieutenatit^General, and 
Ltieutentant-Governor, the eldest Member of the Council «uc* 
coeds to the Government, under tlie title of President. 

Secondly — They are a Council of State, Ae Governor 6r 
C^oamanderHn-Chief presidini^ in»person,'to whom they stand 
in the same relation as *the I'rivy Council in Crreat Britain 
4oes to the Savereign. . 

Thirdly — They are named in every Commission of the 
.JBeace, as Justices, throughout the «Ppovincc» 
. Fourthly — The Council, together with »the Commander-in- 
Chief, sit aji Judges in the Court of Error, or Court of Ap- 
|ieal in ci^il causes from the Courts of Record. 

Fifthly-^The Council is. a constituent part of the Legisit- 



lUre,. as tVelr c<znt«ntTi neceisary in the ebactrng' ifhte^nL 
lb this capacity of Legislator^ they sit a» the upper' Housev 
and distinct from the Gpyernor^ eater proteatt on their Jouv^ 
iiab after the manner of the House of Peera^ and have their 
Chaplain, Clerk, &c. 

As there waa^no^ order of hereditary Nobility in ffcrCo- 
Ibnies, out of which to constitute an intermediate body, Itkt- 
Ae Peera of England and Ireland, a Legi^ative Autfaorkjr 
w^s doubtless at ah early period entrusted to the Cfovernors^ 
and their Uouncil, acting eonjointly, and forming a middle 
branch Between the Crown on the one hand,and the Represent 
^tives of the people on the other. That thia waa the case at 
first the history of moat' of the Colonies clearly evinces. The 
Covcrnor and Council, in Ledslative affairs,, constituting, not 
awo seperate and distinct bodies, independant of eacU others 
iHit one constituent branch only ;; sitting and deliberating to-^ 

f ether. A» it sometimes became necessary to reject populat 
ills, the Governors to divert the displeasure of the Assembly 
from ihemselviestO'the- Council^ gradually declined attending 
on such occasions, leaving it tatfce board ti9 settle matters as- 
they could without their interference. The council readily 
concurred with the ©overnor's design^because their absence^ 
removing a restraint^ gave them the appearance of a distinct 
indepejidant estate; and the Crown perceiving the utility of 
*he measure, gradually confirmed the practice in most of the 
British Colonies.*' This appears to he the plain origin of the 
privileges which the Councils^in the British Provinces enjoy 
aif deliberating apart^ from the Cfovernors on all billasentup by 
the Assembly,, of proposing amendments to such bills, or of 
Tejecting them entirely without any participation with the 
©overnor. It haa been Held, says Hackstone, thatiPanim-- 
inhabited Country be disco»\'erea and planted by English sub-^ 
jects, such of the English Laws as are applicable to their si* 
tuation (which are the birthright of every British'subject) arer 
immediately in force there^ and that conquered or ceded 
countries retain their own lawa untif altered by Parliament- 
From which it appears that royal proclamations and charters 
are declaratory of ancient ri|^hts,not Creative of jiew privilege^;. 
Henc^ arose the establishment in the British Colonies, of As- 



^For tmich useful information on this suhjtct^ the reader is t^ 
" te Jerr^ to, Lang^s Bi$t. of JMinaita^ 
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iWfwie with » Uwier imeres.^ in ^vfiry 4bing ihfti c^m^c^in^ tH* 

1M Sliprf JP9 Cwft, or C^pft p( S^ii^> &we^ cwfiPtt 9f 
a Chief Justice, three assistants, and f^i^ CifQUJt A^Pcj^.^Q. 
The Cb wf Ju^tic^ is ^i4ji t>jr Gov^i^a^eik^, ^nid ki MdUiw i^o 
iijil» apnu») fi^llQwawe, is eniitJed t:^ {e^ po ^vfry A^tjo^tTT^ 
T^ Afl^fetJHHii draw their Sgjary fgftO 91 ye?f and QP§ ppwi 
Lt^f e^ l^hilUngfi and four pence nor di^ wl\?B trayeliiiig l>y ^ifi* 
t»^ of ;a. permwfpt Qrapt pf the J^egi^laturat ThU ic^Hft i;^*» 
9 JwWictioo ^xtemding 9ver the vboje Piwince ^n^trtd.iiiC 
C^ 3f ^on, «B<1 lafee? c^nmmf 1^ ^l i^^ttere €ri|irt»i|| 
'MQ civil, 13 tb^ italic paflioer as tfcf Conn Pi Kiog's Pcjp^fe 
19 K«glan<?. Jjs Ji»rWic,tipn is Jiwi^ed tf> 0y^ pp«9«^ in i|c^ 
liQUsofDebt. ItfU^-oaiica 10 thi^fB iQorK,h3 Rt H^IM'a|^ §«4 
hns -twp oircfli<« Ea^ fipd Wcsj le^ch yeiftr in ih«r m9Ft 
fkopA^lo^a com^tiiQS^ ^ whicii W9 4vi%es Jii generqi pre^i^ef 

Th^ V€r>erfi1>lc C^hief J^i^tica J^ iSon^ S. S. BIqw^^^, Esj^f 
h^B iiMsided ip tlnsCpurl fJiqc^e J 799. The patiei^C ipy^^tir 
gati^ :WJ|uGh fee ^^1^ (Bwory c^use iwrhich i.s Ir^ed bfifotrfs hi^i^ 
^he4rii|ine«i|, yet ^(|Klei:atipnf<rf temper whifih -he .eybi]bi:f§, thr 
l^opaKiaiijtyi iut^gmiyj and profow^ l^gs^lkppsirledge iyHb 
fvhioh hp dig^ifie* 4be PeijKjh, ik^yp rendiored fciqi m f>ibjeot 
irf afife^ioo «»Qt pf]^ to jthe Gei>tl^c|p -of the IS^fs b^t to i^ 

Jwblic fttJ^airgc. hm^]f\>ff^)^ <^ km 9^3 of ?iir ^fth« ^f 

*SUiai9 cjontpa qup^ ataMiH, a«»qp|09 plao^to^i}e d>Bfii^. 
Thp Bgir affords si very fair ,ahar«frf,gpip«l:pu!^licfjpeate 
9i$id inthi^ Colony gs.iii tnp^ othjsr^, .cpnt^qs tlve leAdktg 
igk^ .of ?th^ PrpyioGf • The Cpxa?i ^ ,CIo«n^n Pleap is 49 
j^oiBt Hi€|.8^9^s a/GoiitTt fOf <co«cyiTfipt jiiffajcjjcrton yfjfii 4h9 
I{i»g!$ B^qh, hut p^pnot-^eni} ,ppo€€{^ ^i ^ th$ iQQuptjf 
opTiCak* <5pg|iizanqe'f)f cripftip^l prp^^eedipgs* ^^le J,qdg€j5.^ 
^ oofl^ ^« Bpt liftwy^ns, , hut .ftfcagi^lrat^s ,0f 4h<; f?QWt^ 
Whofreskle ji^ithp^l fial|»rj apd ^it^ i(€a*y sfK^all fef §• }ii ^n 
Co(ii«t4^^»re SMije fpw^c:^ipi^$:of GOfisn^p^nne trj^* T{ie<pmiir 
^9jalbuc^ss.fSf<|niHlHs i^tftkipg j[u4gpdf»(s<H^ NiO^^Htiilldl, 
^ff QviijgrspiJl a?oo^f^t«, it «i^;^ AT^i^ip^s fyifi^ fc^iod^ 
ioj^ilSgepept cjO^nMeg^^coo^if^grto^tbe Hm^M^^x^^ 'nnAi§ 

also.]imited in its^uriadiction io..fiy£^unds. JQf all actio>ns.of 
i^Mbr-l^tiveen i!)ir<^.md §-v« powds two ^9tgf^tn^.tQ$;{^e.^Qgw 
nizance j MAm^^m^.mff PoH$flt ^aejr:§«^a^€r sum bjr^ 
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tl^gal process. Prom tke Inferior Courts an appeal \ie$ to th# 
Supreqie Court (ii possessing an authority similar to the Kiog^S 
Bench in England) tbenoe to tlie Governor and Council, who 
compose a Court of Errors and Appeal, and ihence to Eng- 
land. The oflSce of a Prothonotarj or Clerk of the Courts \9 
a patent appointment. There is a Deputy in eacb county,< 
who is a Clerk of the Supreme Court and Commcm Picas* 
There is also a Court of Sessions in each County^ vnth aa 
authority and jurisdiction similar to an inslitutiim in England . 
of the same name. There are Judgcii of Probate in the difc 
ferent districts, ivho have a Jurisdiction over all matters 
touching Wills, Letters of Administration, &;c. 

There is no provincial system of Law regulating th^ft^ 
probate offices, and the Judges are left to find their way by 
the feeble light of analogy to the courts at home. This per* 
haps will account for the irregularity aod confusion prevail-' 
ing in those districts^ where lawyers do not presida in these 
courts. There is no branch of the iurispnxdenco of the coofi^ > 
trj which requires revision so much as this department* 

The sherifts of the different counties are appointed annual^ 
ly by tiie Governor, from a list made by the Chief Justice, 

?roposing three persons> for his choice for each county* 
'his office being lucrative is in general soticiied. A sberifl^ 
IS iovariably continued from yeap tp y^ar, so long as he con*' 
tinues to discharge the duties of his office with fidelity aad- 
diligence. 

The Admiralty Court once so ably h«ld by Sir Alexander 
Croke is but little frequent<;d in peace, and has now dwin- 
dled to a shadow* Tho Chief . Justice at present performs^ 
the duties of a Judge of that c^»ait without salary* It has- 
beijsn previously observed th^t the gatney tithe, and ecclesia$«' 
tica) policy, and the resuiants of feudalism which disfigure- 
the jurisprudciice.^f Europt^an countri^ find no plaee in the • 
Prpvincial Sy Stetp of Law. Jt jrtmtifis therefor® merely to 
trape some of the leading features of the iaws of Novfi Scotia* > 
Land in general is held by one of three tides, and seldom by 
any other, by»grant, bydeed, or devise, or by descent* The * 
King i« Lord of the soil,' and is postered of all thitl tract 
wt^jch is ti^rmed unlocated land. From him tberd«ir^ all 
titli»& here are or%t»atly denivi^d* The »ode*by whieh^ the > 
Kijig conveys is by giwrnl uader the seai of the Prevince, with ' 
a conldition to sett^ and inopr^ve* Th^^ next descriptioii is^a> 

5 



<ctav«jaticc in fipt iSftplc, either by deed 6f If offmcirt,. oflS^ 
will. There arc verj few instances of entailed proper! j it*- 
thii country, and the Legislature have lately passed an Acf 
rendering the mode of barring, entails much more easy and 
txf^cditious.' Thfe other mode ia by descent.^ The statute 
of d«$tptbuiionS' of Nova Scotia- directs the estate of an intes- 
tatrtO' be divided in the following ntanner*^ onc-tfaird of the 
personal estate to the widow for ever, besides her dower or 
IJiird in housesand lands for life. Out of the residue of the^ 
personal and- real estate twosbares to tne eldest son, and the 
Bestdue to be equally divided, among the other children, and- 
such as legally represent thenu If the real efitate cannot be 
jlividedw'ithout gread* ityury, the Judge of Probates is rcquir* 
ed to order an appraisement^ at whicTj- price so fixed, the es* 
•tate is offered to all the sons successively, beginning with the 
•Idestywho have a choice according to their seniority.' Ueither 
of the sons take it ei t^e appraisement, he is bound to pay in 
1 givtrt^ timcy the proportionable shares to the other heirsJ^ 
If not taken at the appraisement it is then sold and the pro- 
ceeds^dtvided amon^ the heirs*. After the widow** death, her 
dower in^ land is divided ia like manner- It i» provided alsqf 
thtit where personal estate irf insufficicnty a»part or tKe whol^ 
of the real estate may be sold to pay the dcbt^ The- credi- 
tors of the deceased except the King, and such a»batve ob- 
tttiRed*judgment» prior tO' the debtor's death, receive an equak 
dividend* There is one more peculiarity attending land, it 
i« subject to* be 8o!d urtdet- legal process for payBieni of debts, 
at the expiration of two years after the execution has beea* 
extended upon it. The writ* are simple, and are of three 
diflfereht kindis — a Summons- or mere order to appear and de-^ 
fend9Utt> — a Capias which takes the body or requires bail 
•^^n Attachment which is a mixed writ, and both summons 
the pa'rty and' attaches as much properly as by appraise- 
ment will amount to- the sunvjsworn to. Properly so attach- 
ed, if not bailed^ or sectwity given for i*s forthcoming after- 
Judgment is immediately sold.. After Juflsrment Executions 
issues, which is a writ authorizing the Sheriff xo take body^ 
goods or lands, at the option of the* creditor. In order to» 
prevent confusion and fraud in the title to lands, rfceordin^; 
offices are established, one or more in each county, at which* 
offices all conveyances must be recorded. The officers in: 
tbe country transmit a quarterly abstract of all deeds regl£i 
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#prcaT)y them to flic head of the H^eparUxiept atfCaliliu^ 
There are no bankrupt laws iti Nova Scotia, and the only re- 
fief a tforded is by means of a law, entitled the Insoivenl 
Debtors' Act. ^Under this statute an 'insolvent •debtor or 
'bankrupt, is requircjd .within thirty days after his commil- 
inent under the execution, to petition fche Judges for relief^ 
5etting*forth in schedule all iiis. effects, debts, &c, ,\fo notify 
Ihe creditor of iKe day appointed for his examination. At 
the examination the 'plainiiff attends, andeither consents to, 
<^r opposes bis discha^rge according 'to »fche circ^unstanoeS'of 
the case* 'If the Judges feel disposed 4o gra^t the dlsobargi 
end admini&ter the oath, the creditor may require the»dc1btoir 
to be remanded for 'threie >ino.nths, but must ^upjply lhe»d^bt(^ 
Ki the intermediate time wilh^ight pounds .of go<kl :biscuit 
l)read per week. If the creditor caniiot make it appear to tht 
court at the terminatbn of that period, that there has bee^ 
fravdnp the conduct of the insolvent, hei^idischar^ed forth- 
wulv 

At an early ^period the humane a(ttentionof (he Legislature 
was directed .to the means of estabiishinf a provision for the 
infirmities and old age of the poor, and Yarious regulartions 
fcave taken ^place at differefit times. At present the poor ar* 
tftivided "inrto two daspes, — ^ihe transient -and resident poon 
The transient consists ef strangerji w^ho have 'no domicile, 
•nd have acquired no ieltlement. This class is sent to a 

{>por house at Halifax provided for their reception. The 
atier are maintiiryed ui the country. In every township 
there are iffm town meetings held annualhr by the freehold* 
ers, who yote a sum of money to be raised by the township* 
which -wilHn their estimation be sufficient for the support of 
the poor for the ensuing year* This sura is appoanion:ed by 
sworn assessors, whose business it is tp draw up a raJe bilL 
This instrument is delivered to collectors who are bound to 
realize the sum so voted and a^te.s3ed, and to pay it pvet to 
the overseers of fche poor. An appeal \\e% h6m this rate to 
the court of Sessions. A settlement Is garined in five ways,* 
by being a native of the township, "by /^crying an apprentice* 
jjhip therein, by dwdlip^ there as a sprvant for one whole 
year previous to *riie application for aid, by the discharge of 
one public -annual office,or the payment of one yearns poor rat^ 
The mode adopted by this country for the support of the 
l^r, is perhaps the beeti^akulated to ensure plenty, com-^ 
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fert, cteanlinets, and a tender humane treaiineBl, of any that 

'could be devised. In all the .towiinhips, except Halifax, the 
poor aire put out to board among the farmers, oae or more 
f>e/haps in the same family. By this means a pauper of 
good moral habits, who has been reduced by sickness or 
puisfprtune, has not his la^t hours embittered by those scenes 
of impi^eity and wickedness, of disti*ess, disease, and wretch« 
eduess, which are the living spectres and evil spirits that too 
oi'ten haunt a poor-house. In this manner, if a pauper is well 
'Qondueted, he not onfrequently remains in the same familjf 
lor years, gains the afiectiini of those around him, and en- 
joys in his latter days mere tranquility and comfort than bo 
^ver kn^w before. In addition to jLhe rate just mentioned for 
the support of ilie poor, there is a small county rate voted by 
Ihe gr^nd jury for the erection and repair of the court houses^ 
jails, and other county services. This sum is also apportion^* 
^d by assessors, and coUecied by persons appointed for that 
purpose, who pay it into the hands of the county treasurer* 
i There is also another public charge exacted either in la- 
bour or money at the option of the individual. — This is an 
.annual road tax, commonly called statute labour, in contra- 
distinction to the labour expended and procured by grants 
of the Legislature. The grand jury appoint overseers of the 
highways fpr the several districts, <one in each year, who are 
by law the authorized superintendents, of this service. These 
ioversei^rs compel the attendance of owners of teams with 
jiheir horses and cairts four days, under a penalty for non* 
utteadance of 1.3s. 6d. per oay; and all other ptrsons six 
days, under a penally of five shillings per day, except labour^- 
ers, servants, minors and apprentices, who work two dayS| 
and during eight hours each day* 

Marriages have been solemnized in three ways, — by pub^ 
lication of banns, by licence, and by certain authorized lay-* 
men in parishes where there were no officiating clergymen. 
fThese licences the Governors hav^ always directed to the 
Church Clergy, and the Dissenters wishing to be placed up<» 
on an equal footing with ministers of the established church, 
procured an Act of the Legislature to be passed for that pur- 
pose in 1819, with a clause suspending its opeiation until 
His Majesty's pleasure should be. known. When this Act 
was passed, it was accompanied by the following address to 
his Excellency the Earl of Dalhpusie then Governor of thi| 
Province. 
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HIS Maiesty^s Council and ihe House o( Assembly beg 
leave to aadress your Excellency, upon the subject of tbn 
Act for regulating marriages, and granting marriage Uc^ncef) 

.nvhich has passed in the present Session of the GeneFal Asr 
sembly, in consequence of the numerous petitions that bav4i 
-been presented by Protestant Dissenters in this Piovinci^,anc( 
ivhich Act contains a clause suspending its operation until 
His Majesty's royal pleasure shall be known thereon* 
. His Majesty Council and House of Assembly are induced 
10 address your Excellency upon this subject, because tlM^ 
are aware that representations may be made to His Majesty'i 
Ministers that the bill has a tendancy to injure the establisbod 
Church,'and confers a right upon persons to perform thensar- 
riage ceremony, who are.not Clergymen of the Church ©f 
England. And as. His Majesty's Ministers may^not possess 
that minute information of the actual state of this Provijicef 
.which would enable them to discern the fallacy of such re< 
presentations. His Majesty's Council and House of Assembly 
beg leave to state such circumstances to your Lordship, foe 
the information of His Majesty's Ministers, as may enable 
them to form a correct opinion of the policy of the measure*; 
By an act passed in the thirty-second year of his late Majesty'^ 
Reign, it is enacted ; that any person presuming to officiate 
in solemnizing any marriage, before noticaof the party's in* 
lention of marriage shall be publicly given on three sepeo'aia 
Sundays or holidays, in time of divine service, in someconf* 
cregation within the town or towns where each of the patties 
ioo reside, or for which marriage license shall not have been 
appointed, under the hand of the Governor, or Commftnder^ 
in-Chief of the Province for the time being, shall forfeit and 
>ay to the use of His Majesty's Government, fifty pounds, ta 
>e recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information ip any of the 
Courts of Record within this Province. 
. It. has been adjudged in ihp Supreme Court of this Province^ 
that all dissenting mif.isters, who publish the banns of mar^ 
riage, in their respective congregations, agreeably to tJbe terfi^ 
c^ that aot, are authorised to celebrate marriages, and suoi^ 

. dissenting ministers h^ve fRr many years celebrated the mar-» 
riage ceremony within this Province ) the present Bill ih/^e^ 
fore does not confer that right upon theaa, as they posseiseifc 

^4ad exercised it. before* 
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ft haa not howcwr be«n ihc practice for tVit Goremor or 

Commander-in-Chief to direct Kcences, authoriziug parties to 
Biarrjr without the publication of banns to anjr other Clergv- 
Oien than those of the established Church 3 but as the popula- 
tion of this Province has increased greatly, sitjce the thirty- 
second year of his J^te Majesty* Reign, and as the Dissenters 
now form a very large ai^d respectable majority, comprising 
upwards of four-fifths of HisMajesty^s subjects ia this Pro- 
vince, the Legislature have dcenried it just and polite, to ex- 
tend to them the privilegfi of marrying* fey iicence^ as to the 
inerabers of the establisht;dl Church, (or the following reasons^ 
which they request your l^xcelleia'cy wi]l be pleased to sub* 
mit to His Maje3ry''s Government. ' 

First— Because the act parsed in his lat« Majesty's Reign^ 
which estaMifehed the Church of England, held forth every 
«icouragepffent to Protestant Dissenterj to settle themselves 
ki this Province, aad expressly dedares, ** That Protestants 
dissentitigfrom the Church of fen^land^ whether they be Cat* 
irinists, Lutherans, Quakers, or'under what denomiflation so-^ 
4ftver, shaH have free liberty of conscience, and may erect 
«nd btfild meeting houses for pubVc worship, and may choose 
*nd elect no ip^isters for the carrying on divise service and 
administration of the sacrament^, acc.ording to their several, 
opinions J and. all contract made between their mi^i^ersand 
their congregations for ih^ support of the ministry, are here- 
fcy declared vaHiJ, and shall have their lull force and effect 
according to the teijior and condition thereof, and all such 
Dissenters shall be excused from any rates or taxes to be made 
^nd levied for the support of d^e established Church of Eng- 
land,^ 

Secondly— :.Sincc the pasjsing of this a,ct, the greater part 
cf the Eastern IKvision of the Province, has beep settled by 
Dissenters, and your Excellency well knows that there is not 
a single Clergyman of the established Church, from the set- 
ffenient of Sackville within twelve milef of Halifax, to the 
Township of Manchester, at the eastern extremity of the pro-' 
lince, a distance of nearly two hundred niiles, and compris- 
ed within its limits is a very large portion of the inhabitants of 
this division of the country who are cither emigrants or the 
descendants of emigrants, from Scotland and the Worth of Ire- 
land, and.generally profess the Presbyterian religion.. Youf 
l^xcellency is also aware that there k no Clergyman of 
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'fte C))iir^ o^ England, residcnl in Qu«en^s County oh tht 
south shore, or in the countj of Cumberland on the Nortb, 
and that with the exception of two Oergjmen in the populpus 
coumy af Lunenburg, and two in the extensive Couoty of 
Shelbin:ne, the Clergy of the est2(bli»hed Church are co&fined 
to Halifax^ Hants, King's Ccmnty and Annapoljs.^ 

Thirdly — That many of the dissenting ministers are mei 
of education anid respectable characters, and their respect- 
able congregations, even in those counties where the Clergy 
of the established Church reside, are in general more numeiv 
ous than those of the Church, and are equal to them in point 
of wealth and respectability of character* 

Your Excellency nust perceive from this statement, hr 
the correctness of which His Majesty's Council and th^ 
Bouse of Assembly, will appeal with confidence to .your Ex» 
ccllency'fc own knowledge of the Country, that confining 
marriage licences to the Ckrgy of the Church of England^ 
creates an invidious distinction, which ts highly injurious to 
that venerable establishment, and grating to the feelings of a 
large and respectable majority of His Majesty's subjects ia 
this Provi)>cc« Your Excellency is aware that among the 
higher classes of Society, when they contemplate a matrimo* 
nial Union, there ks a general reloctance to that notoriety 
nvhicfa the publicalioh of banns occasions, and the Legislature 
themselves have so far recognized this feeling,that they have 
authorized the Grovernor, by an act passed in the thirty-fifth 
jear of his late Majesty's Reign, to appoint persons t0 
celebrate marriages by licence, in places wherein noestablisb-^ 
cd clergyman resides. The Dissenters therefore complain, 
and we think with jiMticc, that they are obliged to submit 
to a regulation that is repngnant to their feelings^ or comply 
with a ceremony which does not accord with their faiths ami 
this they deem a violation of that law which encourages theca 
to settle themselves in the country, and which exempted then» 
from all contributions to the clergy of any other Religioi^ 
than their own« 

His Majesty's Council and House of Assembly are also o£ 
opinion, that th^ appointment of layjnen to celebrate marriage- 
es according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church. o£. 
. ■ ■ ' ■ ' ' ■ * * ' • ' 1 

,^^Most iffiht vacant missions havehtm^ll^Mt^lkt dfHt^/^^ 

thii peiiiion* . -, 
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€iig1an4i bas a tendency to lessen \)ie respect xviifch'sSoiro, 
fbe eiUertain€»J for every part of our ritual, particularly as thjt j 
f)er$ond appointed are generally from necessity DissentdrSj 
Undas lieitber of the parties who .are to be united; or the per*: 
«on who is to pierform the ceremony, belong to the Estabusk;^* 
ed Church, this sacred ordinance h someiimes treated with " 
ipvtuy, tfid ^ometiiuea altered and violated. *■ 

\ His Majesty's Council and the House of Assembly are 
nware, that it has been observed, that your Excellency issuca 
the Marriage Licence now in use, in your capacity as Ordi*' 
Aary; and that it would beabsmd-^r the Ordinary to issue 
a Licence or dispensation to a dissenting minister, who does 
uot recognize iiis authorfty in that capacity, but they beg 
leave to observe, tl^atjt is an exemption from the penalty im* 
posed by our provincial statutes, that is sought by the Dis- 
senters, many of whom came from Scotland, where no such 
penalty is imposed. And the object of this bill is to preserve 
the Licence now in use for the Clergy of the Established 
Churcfa, aiKi *o authorize your Excellency, in your capacity, 
of Governor, to grant a Licence to Dissenters which will re* 
lievf them from the penalty imposed by the Law of the Pro* 
vince* 

Hi« Majesty's Council and the Hoiise of Assembly, beg 
kave to assure your Excellency, that they proceeded to the 
consideration of this bill, with mature deliberation ; that it 
eriginatcd at an early period of the Session in the House of 
Assembly, where it passed unanimously, and wa» revised and. 
^mended in His Majesty's Council, who passed it by a ma- 
jority of two to one j that it was generally known, throughout 
tbe Province tHat this bill was under the consideration of the 
Legislatupe, yet no petitions have bf^en presented against it^ 
wd bis Majesty's Council and the House of Assembly, think- 
libat they may venture to assure your Excellency, that the 
l^iociple of it is approved of by the majority of the members^ 
efihe Church, a^a measujce calculated to remm-e jealousies, 
and to introduce and preserve that- harmony a^aiong personsT 
^different religious persuasicmi, so essential to the peace 
and happiness of the Province. His Majesty's Council and.'. 
(he Houeeof Assemby feel themselves warrantc^d.in making^ 
tfae^bove assertion, a&many of the warmest supporters of thi*^ 
1^14fi b^hfaoDs^^ v^ members of t}ie eg(abjishcc] ChurcK^ 
and profess an ardent atta^hiaenUo that venerable Institution*^ 
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Vhe parity of its doctrines, the pious sentiments and sablime 
language of its excellent liturey, the mild and toleratinr spi* 
rit of the majority of its professors, will ever commana tne 
attachment of its members, and the respect even of those who 
dissent from it; and it can only be injured in the Province 
of Nova Scotia, by the misguided zeal bf its intemperate 
friends. 

This Act however did not meet the approbation of His Ma- 
jesty, and was accordingly disallowed, and the practice coot* 
tioues as has been before stated* 



CHAPTER X. 

Hducatton^ — ktng^s College^ ColUgtatt Schooly'^Pittcu School^ 
County Grammar-schools^ — School Bill^ — DalkousU CoU 

lege^ — '-Schools at Halifax^ BromltjfU Royal Acadian 

Schoolj 4^c. 

TN recording the Public Institutions of Nova Scotia for the 
-"- education of youth, the University of King's College at 
Wirulsor eminently merits the first place. The respectabili- 
ty of the establishment, its liberal endowments, the learning 
and piety of its professors, the number of gentlemen whom it 
has educated, and the influence it exerts upon the manners 
and morals of the country, all conspire to make every Nova 
Scotian, who feels and understands the good of his country, 
regard this University as the parent of all that is good, and 
great, and learned in it. When we meet in a new Colony 
Hke Nova Scotia, or New Brunswick, men whose education 
and promise in life are perhaps beyond the st^te of the coun« 
tfy, we admire, but we seldom stop to ask for the causes ; 
but in tracing every young man of ngure in the professions in / 
both Provinces, to the Seminary where he acquired his edu» . 
cation, our enquiries generally terminate at King^s College. 
The University has a Royal Charter, bearing date at West* 
minster, the 12th day of May 1802.. By this Charter it is 
ordained that the said College shall be deemed to be an Uni^ 
versity, and shajl have and enjoy all such and the like privi- 
leges as are enjoyed by the Universities in the United King* 
mm of Great Britain and Ireland, as far as the same are ra« 
pabte of being kad aad enjoyed by virtue of the said Lette«f 
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Ij^t/ent; Amd that the students in th^ said Collegji sBaII Banf 
Hbert^ and faculty of taking the degrees of bachelor* master^ 
afid, dloptbr^ ii) the $eyerai arts, and facuhie^ ^i the appoi&Ce^ 

The* Archbishoj> of C^nterburj^ is Patron of the.lnstitutioot 
' and the fpllpwjnr persons comp^se^^ex officio, a. board of Gorv 
vernors; IKs Eicfcellenfcjr the Lieutenant-iGbvernoc, Th^ 
Eight Rtev. the Loi-d BUhop of Nova Scoda, The Hon* the 
Chief Justice, th^ Judge pf the Court of Vice- Admiralty, the: 
Speaker of the Mouse of Aisscmbly, ihf Attorney-Gfinerali. 
the Solicitor-General, the Secretary of tftc Province, and the* 
Rev. the President* The board has the power of making sta- 
tutes and by-taws for th^Jnterna} government and'regulatiorit 
of the Instiltttioni . ' * ' 

* The following extj^tfroro^ the statute*. oP the Unjversitjp^ 
lirill shew the course of studies established for the .students* . 
" 1 7th— -lingular courses- of Iccturesi, ag- sopn as the. esta- 
blishment shall admit of them, shall be read ev^ryyearrby 
the Professors in the following branches of literature, sci- 
ence, and- Igipwled^e; Each course shall b€^n in HiohaeT^. 
mastcrm, and shall be complected within the yearr-rUpan th« 
eyidences^ practice, and doctrines of the Christiai> Religion,. 
Grammar, universal and of particular languages^ 

The Greek and Eatin^ Cla»- 



. ' sics, - 

Hebrew, 

RbetbriCt 

Logic, " ' 

Mathematrcs, including; Alrith- 

' metic^ Greotnetry, Algebra, 

• Trigonometry, and the Go- 
' nic Sections, with their ap- 
' plication in mechanics and 

other useful and practioal 

• Sciences. ' ' 
Natural PK^Ioftop^yf,. 
Astronomy^ ^ •' . ^ . 
Sthics, ' 



General Jumpnidence^ 
The taw of Nature and Na^. 

tions, 
The Civil Law, and the. The- 

ory of Municipal Laws, 
jp^oliticai Science, (Economy^ 
Metaphysics, 

Geography and Chronology^ 
History; ancient and'moderny. 
Anatomy, 



Chemistry, 

The Materia Medica, antf 
The Practice of Medicine.iiM 
clinical Lecturer* 



Ifii^The four following' Professorships shall be now estab^. 
lished, to which others. shaU be added, as soon, as .the>pava»K 
li^^of the Cblleg^^shs^U render it practicablcu. 
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4orship for the present shall be joined to the Presidentshi^i 
«and the President shall perform all the duties which are at- 
tached to it, without any additiotial salaryr. 

1* He •hall read Catechetical Lectures upon the firaC 
firihciples of the Christian Religion, according to the Churck 
ofEngls^nd, upon evqjry Sunday e^yenii^e in |emi tiniie, bo* 
^ween the hotiri of «even and eight, whidi shall ;be attended 
4)y all students during their three first years* 

f . Upon the evidences of Christianity, upon every SattiN 
4ay evening at seven ^^clpckt w^ich s^li hjb stiended by thb 
%flme sturdenuu . . ; 

5. Upoft Tfcfeology «vcry Monday, Wednesday, and FrI* 
day, from tWiClye to one to all stud^ts in their fourth year. 

4. Upon^the Hebrew Langaa^en Tuesday and Tbitrsday 
ikt 12 o'clpck, to air students ddsigned fpj* holy orders durii4( 
their fourth year, and all othdr st^deJQts who shall choose to 
attend during jtheir fourth yeaiv > 

26. 2d, A Proii^fisor ;of the iMora) Sci^e^iojes mi Meia^by* 

iR^S. 

I • He shall Lecture trl Etbics and the La^ of Nature c ve» 

Sir day in term time, except Sattirdays, Stmday% and holy* 
ays, tlKC fif^t and tw^ last days fropi the iojjr of > 2 to oTOi 
His pupils shall be eBl students during the?r second yean 

4. Upap gej^eraii Jurisprudence, the Lai^ of Nations, the 
Civil Lavr, a^d the The<»'y of Municipal Law, of Govern* 
nent aend political a^cortomf every day in term, except as h4» 
fore excepted, from half-past ten to half4)ast eleven. Hi» 
pupils shall *>e all studeiitss dtiiring jfiieir third jrear. 

3. Upon M«ta©hysrcB, Histdiy witb its auxH 
jphy and Cto-^ftMogy, upon the pcfllte arts, and upon the use 
and application of science, every day in term, e^cf^pt'as bcJ^ 
fore t>.leepted^ ffoii) half-past one to Italfjiast two. His ptk* 
fih shall be all stucjents during their fourth ym. j/ 

21. Sd, A Professot-of ^athefbatics^ Katm*iail f%i^^ 
4fid A^tronon^y^ 

' 1. He shall leicture in tfie fcglief AHthtaetlc «tid Geqtne* 
t^y cVery day in teipiii, ef cept Sa^rdays, Sundays, hdy* 
days, and the first and two last dayis, from balf-past one td 
6al&p&si tyd. His pu[»U shall be all students during their 
ifecohd yeir. 

3. Iiv Algebra- and Trigonometry, and upon the CoqIo 



1M 

CectlMi, ttfm twelve to one every day in tetm, except aft 
before. Hit pupib shall be all Btudenu during their third 
•year. 

9* And in Mechanics, Natural Philosophy and Astronomy^ 
'^very day in term, except as before, from half-past ten to 
half-past eleven. His pupils shall be all students during their 
-fourth year. 

22. 4th, A Professor of Grammar, Rhetoric, and Logtc.' 

1. He shall Lecture in Grammar and the Greek and Latin 
Classics alternately every day in term, except Sundays and 
holy days, the first and the two last days, from nine to ten, 
and his pupils shall be all students during their third and 
fourth years, he shall read different books the second year 
.from those whkh he shall read the first* 

2. In Rhetoric every day in term, except Saturdays, Sun- 
days, holy<lays, the first and the two last days, from half- 
past ten to half-past eleven. His pupils shall be all students 
during their first year. 

• 3. And in Logic evcTV day in term, except Saturdays, 
Sundays, holy-days, the first and the two last days from 12 
•to one. His pupils shall be all students during their first year. 

33. Masters shall be procured to teach the modern lan- 
guages, particularly French, to whom small salaries shall 
be allowed, and whose fees for instruction shall be settled by 
ihe President. Students likewise may receiv€^ permission 
•from the President to attend instructions in the arts of draw- 
ing, dancing, music, fencing, riding, and other polite accom* 
plishments* 

It is requisite that the President shall have tafcen a regular 
degree of Master of Arts, or Batchelor in Civil Law at one 
of the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge or Dublin, in the 
United Kingdom. 

There are four lay scholarships of twenty pounds sterling 
per year, which may be held for four j'^ears. Also twelve 
divinity scholarships of £30 sterling which may be held for 
seven years. When any one of these scholarships becomes 
vacant, the Candidates are publicly examined by the Govef* 
nors, and it is assigned to him, who shall acquit himself the 
best upon such examination. 

The Students are eligible to matriculation at the age of 
Ibnrteefu Tln> period is perhaps too youthful, but is adopted 
ts the time tor admission on account of the state <rf* the cans; 



#r]r, wMch ^M$ not at present posseit a.mifiqmf maibeMf 
l^ersoQS capable of maiataioing children at a school, and sub- 
sequently at a College beyond the age of twenty* The be* 
oefits ol education, at this University are accessible to all, 
but the honours^ to those only who subscribe to the articles of 
the Church of England. The College consists of five bays 
or large wooden buildings under one roof. These bays are 
three stories in height, and consist of two suits of rooms on a 
floor, each suit containing one parlour and two bed-rooms for 
the accommodation of two students* The steward provides 
in the hall a dinner for the students, and supplies them with 
butter, bread and milk, for theii breakfast and supper at their 
appartments, where they provide such other articles them- 
selves as they think proper* In. addition to this he is bound 
to furnish them with such general attendance as is requisite* 
For this service he is entitled to receive from every student 
thirty pounds per year. The whole expense of education , 
at College, including tuition, board, clothes, &c. may be rat* j' 
j&d at £100 per year, although many limit iheir expenses to 
-a less sum* There are about twenty-eight or thirty resident 
students at the present period. 

' The situation of this College is extremely pleasant, and the 
most eligible that could be selected* It is about one mile 
from the town of Windsor,, in the centre of the Province* 
There- is a direct water communication between this place 
and New Brunswick, of which about one-half of the students 
are natives* From the uncommon ebb of the tide which oc« 
casionally leaves the bed of the river perfectly naked ; there 
is a constant agitation of the air and a change of sea breeze 
twice, a day. The climate therefore is peculiarly healthy, 
•and it is remarkable that there has o^ver occurred an in- 
stance of mortality among the stud^nUt since the first esta> 
blishment of the instkution* 

" The buildingis erected upon an elevated spot of ground, 
commanding in front a delightful view of the most improved 
and best cultivated part of the Province. In the rear the 
.•scenery is equally fine, the landscape being much embellish- 
ed by the. several windings of the rrver Avon* The ground 
belonging to the establishment contains about one hundred 
acres of land. The pvesent buildings are much out of repair, 
and it is in cmiteii^lation hereafter, to erect new ones on tba 
«ame site a» ^f^ 94 ftind^ can be obtained, for the purpose* 
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ChrMt prtm 1ft dot lothi inliabitmtt Ht thb FfiMniev 4br 
€o«fliencit)g at so «arly a period to (sdtabiish this Instttuttoai 
liotliirjg confefii more nonour^ or more utilttjr on the countr;^ 
4ban b thus ptoviding meanB for edikMihg its ydiHh) for thit 
bn^esaions and th^ p»blic. ObecKe nceJs_or»e of thfe caj^ita t 
benefits arisiag from a pu\>iie education. Although mucll 
kapptness is undoubtedly to be derived, from those resouroei 
«rhtch are thus laid up in youth, yet th^t is a secondary coftt 
aideration. *' To breajc the natural ferocity of hum an nature ^ 
to subdue the passions, to impress " tjKe pf incff)lS ot feligiort 
uiid morality upon the heart, and to give habits of bbedienc^ 
mnd subordination to paternal as wrli as political authoritl^ 
are theq^rimary advantages.?* Such is this Institution, whicl^ 
it is impossible to contemplate without the most pleasihg anti« 
cipations, that it will furnish the Colony with scholars and 

{gentlemen, who will be the ornaments of Us Church, Legist 
ature and bar, and that it will diffuse a spirit of ioyahy td 
our Sovereign, a veneration forqur holy religion, and an ati 
tachment for our most excellent constitution^ Esto Perpatua; 
Subordinate to tii.e university Viader its controul, and within 
the limits of its grounds is the Collegiati^ School. This Btiildi 
ttig is of free stone erected at an expense etce^ding five 
thousand pounds. There are apartments in it for th^ head 
master and his family, his ushers and about 40 boarders.**^ 
The principal is a Master of Arts of Oxfdrd, a Gentlemati 
whose habits, experience and education well qiialify him fop 
the situatiofi. This Establishment is in a fioui^ishing conditio 
on and the school fery numerously attended. The sip^stetfl 
of education adopted at this Acadamy is ift accordance witif 
that of the College for which it is intended as the preparatory 
Seminary^ At the school there are also twelve div^oit/ 
scbols^rsnips qf thirty pounds sterling each iK^hich may b« 
severally held for seven years or until matriculation at th€ 
ToH^ge. A g<^ female bqiardihg Schml is establrshed at 
Windsor. There is a rtty respectable Slth<kd at Pictou^ 
The intention of this* Institution is rhus ^xprirsed Irt the pre* 
mnble of the Aet which established it. « A grfcat trfajOPlty 
6f the inhabitants of the district of Pictou, being' eitheY emi^ 
^nts from Scotland or are the descendantsof emigrdtib fron^ 
Scotland, where the Presbyterian Religion prevaife* Thtf 
said Inhabitants of thA district of Pictou, of a gr^at ttstjttrfty of 
tbMi| d^iiarwfvofes^ibePi^sbyrtriaftRelf^, atidaf^dftt 
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SIMM Cw wBOtlifi^ tfaciiK' Cuikif€o ihcfstt^ At* tm ft utdectf 
^' tbiai Academy were tncoifXMrated in the jear t8:l &* These 
Irualees who must be either of the Church of England* o^ 
Scotland, are empowered to |mrcha4e tands and receive Le^ 
gacies, &c make by«l»w9^for the jlnstitutibn, ftubjecetothe 
s^probatiort of the Lieutenant Governor* This School iw 
canducted by a Presbyterian Clergyman of very respectaWe* 
acquirements, and meets- with great encouragement and sop* 
porufrom ai numerous body of dissenters* As the scholars- 
are not boarded in the bouse of the Master, bat makeprivate* 
aontracts. with the families in the Neighbourhood, or reside 
with their relations, their education costs less than where they 
are placed, under tbe. personal superintendance and immedi*' 
ate controul of the- tutor, as at- most other public schools* In* 
the year 18il an Act was passed, to establish Grammar 
Schools in eachcotrnty^ in which the- English Grammar^ 
Latin and Greek Languages, Othography^ the use of the' 
Globes, and practical branches of the Mathematics are re« 
cjuired to be taught* By this Act the Governor is empower* 
eo to appoint three trvsteea for each school, who form a- 
board for making by-la wsy choosing tutors, &€• The tutors- 
Beceive £l50 pen annum out of the provincial treasury, and 
^re compelled to educate- in their respective Schools eight^ 
poor children or orphans as. free scholars. 

There. waS' another law of* the Legislature passed in 1811' 
for the>purpose of aflbrding education to the children of new« 
settlements. commonly called the School Act. This Ihstitutt* 
on. rp^eqts gr^eat'Credit upon the good sense and liberality of. 
the House of Assembly, andhas been of incalculable benefit; 
toihe rising generation* By this law in any settlement con- 
sisting of thirty families, if the majority vote a sum not less' 
than £50 for a school, they are autliorized to receive £35 at 
the Treasury^ This amount so voted by the majority of the" 
inhabitants iS assessed and collected from ail the inhabitants, 
. lift .w«ll the *minority as. the others in the same manner as the 
. poor rates*"^ In 1820 DalhousieCdllegc was established* 
at Halifax and the trustees^ incorporated by law : This is a 
very spacious «tone buildiiig, is situated at tlite end of 'the old* 
military /Parade and makea^ a very handsome appearance. — 
It has the sum of £9,750invested in the 3 per cents, asa fund* 

^ ^ ♦ Tki0*Mti$ naw^umtsr ysi iy f erns -^ftsriKwi^ 
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1^ the paymmt of professors, &€• and has been erected part^^ 
1^ b? monies in the hands of the Earl of Dalhousie bel<Higing 
to his Majesty, and partly by aid of the Legislature. The 
object in erecting this College as expressed in the act is 
^ for the education of youth and students . in the several 
branches of science and literature, as they are commonly 
taught in the University of Edinburgh,^' and has three pro-^ 
fessorships established, first for the Greek and Latin Classics, 
secondly of the Mathematics, natural and experimental Phi- 
losophy, and the third of Theology and moral Philosophy. — 
This Establishment has not j'et its Professorships filled, nor 19 
it probable they will be for some time. It is on all sides una- 
nimously deplored that so much money should have been so 
injudiciously expended. One College is at present sufficient 
for the two Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
and it is to be feared that by the endowment of two, both 
may dwindle into insignificance. Of all places the center of 
a garrison Town and sea Port like Halifax, is perhaps the 
most unsuitable for an establishment^ which containing only 
lecture rooms, leaves its pupils exposed to dissipation, with- 
out one salutary check or restraint. Had these funds been 
appropriated to the endowment of hew Professorships at 
King's College at Windsor, to the enlargement of its Library, 
and the erection of new buildings, which are much requir- 
ed for the accommodation of its officers and students, the 
public would have been greatly benefitted and the cause of 
Literature much better served than it is at present. Beside, 
private establishments Halifax contains a very respectable 
Grammar school, a large school for the Catholics, one on 
Bell's and another on Lancaster's System of education. The 
latter°is extremely flourishing being under the active superin- 
tendence of Walter Bromley, Esquire, on the half pay of 23d 
Regiment of foot. The unwearied and disinterested attention 
of this Gentleman, to the arduous duties of a large pubHc 
School, principally composed of young children, the neatnessy 
regularity and order he has inti^oduced in the establishment^ 
the Interest and paternal care he manifests for the morals and 
education of his scholars, and the immense number of ChiU 
dren he has tau6:ht the rudiments, of education, entitle him to^ 
the highest credit and respect.* 



"*» 



*Thi9 School woi ataUUhtd 6y Mr. J^romUj/ iUt Jul^ 
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A Sunday school was^ adcled to this establishment at an 
e^arly period by Mr. Bromley and has always rcceircd his.sc- 
live and zealous supcriniendence^althotlgh the arduous d.utiefl^ 
of the weekly school furnish employment more th&n sufficient 
for the strongest constitution. — The good effects of this institu- 
tion soon became visible in the town of Halifax and led to the 
introduction of similar schools in other places. In Pictou one 
was founded in 1817, and received such encouragement as to 
induce a number of the inhabitants of that place on the 25th 
of March 1822 to form a society for the promulgation of this 
system through the Eastern part of the Province. Although 
one year only has elapsed since the formation of this society^ 
twenty*nine Sunday schools are now in operation in which 
from 950 to 1000 young persons are receiving moral and re- 
ligious instruction. Fifty teachers are already employed, 
many of whom are possessed of great zeal and extensive infor- 
mation. — The following table will exhibit in one view^ the 
number, situation, extent, and date, of the different schoola 
under the direction of this Society. 
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Town of Pictou, 

Fisher's Grant, 

Carriboo, 

Scotch Hill, 

Lochbroom, 

Lower end West River, 

Middle West River, 

Upper VVest River, 

Roger's Hill, 

Mount Tom, 

Lower end Middle River 

Upper end Middle River 

Cape John, 
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fi may be asked whether among all his Majesty's Colbme^ 

tliere is one of the extent and population of Nova Scotia, sO' 

^ provided with: Colleg^s^ Academies, County Grammar Semi^ 

itaries, arid the more humble, but not less useful, Schools for* 

the children in the villages and new settlements ? Indeed few 

Sarti of Europe are so favoured in this respect, it is^ saict 
lat in England not more th^n one child in iifieen is taught 
to read and write,, ia Wales only one in twenty,- and in 
France until very lately, not more than one in thirty-iive» 
But ia Nova Scotia every man possesses thif means, if he 
choose teemploy themy of giving his children the rbdiments- 
of educatioiv^-^feading, writing,; and accountings- There i» 
inore necessity for affording means of education to the poor^ 
tiian to the rich* The poor in all* countries form the masa^ 
of the people,, and it is upon their morals and mannens, that- 
public tranQuility and happiness is built. Whatever makes* 
^em good christians makes them good citizens. The more 
instructed and the better informed they are, the less liable 
art they to be affected by- the delusions of superstition and* 
enthusiasm, wliich among ignorant people occasion the most 
dreadful calamities.^ The annals of Salem, N. E. exhibit not? 
only a melancholy illustration of this fact, but a most singu-» 
lar anomaly, that of persons flying from^ persecution, becom- 
ing the most bitter persecutors themselves, who, while they 
reprobate the doctrine of uniformity in England, became 
the most bigotted and cntcl sticklers for it in their new settle- 
Dient. An instructisd and intelligent people are more de-^ 
eent and orderly than an ignorant one*« They feel and know 
th^ respect due to themselves, and are more, willing to pay a: 
proper regard to their superiors, in the different stations oF 
/ life. It is this gives a security above the Ifetw, and confirxn* 
to Nova Scotia the blessing of undisturbed repose with un*- 
baf red doors in its villages, and retired settlements* 



1813, since wkich upwards of 1700 Scholars of both sexes havtf 
hetn instructed in Readings Writings Arithmetics Gramnfar 
and Geography* And the girls in evesry kind ofXeedle work — 
t^ phich a plan has lately been introduced (o add to the useful^ 
nets of the Institution — " A room has been fitted up for iheptir^ 
po.f( of training girls in the arts of Carding and Spinning woot^ 
gLmtting^ 4'c. and of Dressing and Spinning faa:^^ 



Chapter xi. 

JA hrief Sketch of the State of the Province during the ASmnii^ 
trdtwn of Sir George Prevost^ Sir Jphn Sherbrooke^ the Earl 
of Dalhousie; and SirJantfiS Ketnpt. 

"TIlHE origb 8^nd growth of a modern Colony affords vttuch 
•4- matter of curious speculation* To ti ace the difference 
between the state of man rising in the progress of years 19 
civilization, and that of an enlivened people 'Operating upoE 
uncultirated nature, is at once an interesting and useful puiw 
suit. Wbait tl^.e f ens^tions ^f those people were, who, sepan 
jl^ated fFQm their friendjs aiid honors, by a thp^9apd league* 
pf ocean, and first settled in the trackless firrest of IKoiva ScQ^ 
^a, may be more easily conceived than described. 

Good Heaveas, what sorrow^ gloomed that parting day, 
That called item from their naiivc waiks away, 
When the poor exiles, every pleasure past, 
Hung round t4cir bowers, ana fondly lookM their Ia$t| 
And took a long ifarewell, and wished in vain, 
For seats like tnes,e, beyond the western main ; 
And shuddering still to face ^he distjjnt deep, 
iteturn'd and wept^ and stfl} feturn'^d to weep. 

OoiDSiritw. 

Fqr years their longing lingering looks were cast behind 
to the temples where they haa worshipped, and the land of 
their birth, and their forefathers was still spokfn of by the 
endearing af^pellatiqn of Hwne» By this illusion they seem* 
ed to have ^i^deavoured to mitigate the pain of perpetual ex« 
patriatioii, by associating with it the idea of a temporary re* 
aidence. 

. An American authot Qf much merit, has illustrated thift 
feeling very happily by a reference to domestic life : f^ A son» 
says he, leading tlie housi^ of his father for his own, finds by 
the order of nature, and the very law of his being, nearer 
^nd dearer oljjects, around which his affections entwine^ 
while his attachment to l^is parental roof becomes .moderated 
by degrees, to a composed regard and affectionate remem* 
brance; so our ancestors leaving their native land, not with- 
out some violence to the feelings of nature and affection, yet 
in time, found here a new circle of engagements and interests, 
Z feeling which more and more encroached upon the old^ 
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lilV*an unditided sentiment that this was their country occu- 
pied their hearts/' Such feelings as these, doubtless ojiera- 
ted in their full force, until there arose a second generation, 
to whom the blue hills and silent forests of Nova Scotia were 
familiar objects, who knew no other land or clime than that 
of their nativity, which soon became iiallowed to them, by 
containing the ashes of their parents and friends* It is difl&^ 
cult to say what is the precise cause (if it be not a combina- 
tion) that chains our sympathies to the place of our birth* 
But it is probable that this attachment arises from the know- 
ledge that it contains the earthly remains of all that the heart 
loved most, and from the secret hope that most men cherish, 
of reposing in death near the objects of their affection. 

The erratic Indians acknowledge the force of this oniver- 
Bal feeling, for when requested to migrate they answered with 
great strength and sublimity, ^' We were born on this ground, 
our fathers lie buried under it, shall we say to the bone5 of 
our fathers, a^rise and come with us into a foreign land?" 

Lonely and repulsive however as this country mgst have 
appeared to.the early settlers, it is now inhabited by a large 
population, whose fortunes 'are bound to it by the strongest 
ties, and who participate with as lively a sensation, in every 
thing connected with its prosperity, as the inhabitants of 
those countries, which have been the abodes of civilized 
men for centuries, 

A person unaccustomed to a new country, can form but 
little idea of the difficulties encountered in settling Nova. 
Scotia, When Halifax was founded, the communication be* 
tween the different settlements, was chiefly by water, or by a 
course through the woods, marked by (what is called in New 
England) blazing, or by stripping pieces of bark off of the 
trees that were immediately in the line of route. A tree cut 
so as to fall across a brook, constituted the traveller's bridge, 
and a hastily constructed camp or wigwam his only inn. 
The obstructions presented by uneven ground, thick woods, 
and rapid streams, added much to the toil and fatigue, and 
not a little to the danger of a journey.* 
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*.1m<mff the aocidents- vjhich hetpptned frmn these CQuses^ I 
find the foUowing^ the particulars ef tohich an taken from the* 
Halifux Journal of March 10, 1795. 
a^xtract of a letter from Chester ^ dated Mar^h 2rf;-" I am verjf 
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The awe which the solitude of the wilderness created wat 
increased !ij the apprehension of meeting any detached jpar* 
ties of the ferocious and hostile Indians, who, instigated by 
their more barbarous allies, the French Neutrals, seemed re- 
solved to destroy the English settlers. These were difiicui- 
ties of no ordinary nature, and we cannot sufficiently admire 
the patient industry and persevering fortitude,- which enabled 
the emigrants to overcome them. At this time an arrival of a 
merchant ship from England, in the spring and autumn, was 
an event of great importance to the infant settlements, which 
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forry in being under the painful necessity of acquainting you 
of a most melancholy accident, which has happened to our 
worthy Missionary, the Rev. Mr. Lloyd, — 

'^ He, having formed a resolution of going to Windsor 
through the woods, upon business totally unknown to any per* 
son here, engaged a young man as a guide for that journey, 
and, OD Tuesday morning last, went off with two others who 
were determined to accompany him as far as a horse which 
he rode was able to travel. When they had proceeded about 
nine miles they were obliged to part ; but not before the re- 
turning persons used every effort in their power to persuade 
him to copie back, 

" About three o'clock on Wednesday afternoon, his guide 
returned to a house about two miles from this place, almost 
spent, and quite confused, imagining he was still proceeding 
to Windsor. 

'^ A message from him to the town, caused a party to go off 
immediately to the relief of Mr. Lloyd; and, after extreme 
fatigue, exploring their way all night by the help of a lamp, 
they, about sun-rise on Thursday morning, found him dead, 
about fifteen miles from this place. 

^^ I shall not trouble you with any other particulars, but 
that he was brought back tp town, and yesterday interred 
with every mark of respect, after an inquest had been taken* 

" Every individual of his parishioners, who had any op- 
portunity of speaking with him tried every thing but force to 
detain him — describing the length as well as the extreme 
badness of the road-^^the very great appearances of a storm, 
and likewise his inability to perform such a journey, being of 
a weakly constitution, and totally miacquainted with the 
chafigeabieiiess and extremity of the weather iQ this country* 
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W99e 'thti9 scantily supplied with artictes o^f British Merch^ii;- 
l^ise and manufi^ctucQ; 

Good roads are a work of lime and expense* Many were 
foon marked out and cleared of the wood, but none were 
completed. The erection of a few bridges, where labour 
was toarce and expensive, was an undertaking of such magr 
Bitude as tp abs9rD fiiost of the fpfids appropriated for the 
road service, and it was not until 1796 tiial an' inland commur 
cation was formed between Halifax and Pictou* The rever 
pue which arose on duties imppsed upon articles of import^ 
was necessarily sms^U where there wa^ but litde trade* The 
country hqwever under the fostering and protecting hand of 
j|OTemment gradually increased and prospered, the p<^ula^ 
ition was daily augmenting, aqd the revenue improving^ 
Great inducements were held out to emigrants, and extensive 
and valuable grants of land, were given to all who resorte£l 
|o the Province. Such was the posture pf affairs in 1 7B3 & 4^ 
ivben a very great addition was nis^de to thp population and 
ifrealth of the country by the ^rrivalof the loyalists from the 
United States* tJnhke the ordinary class of emigrant^ these 
industrious and respectable people brought with them large 
futos of money, cattle, furniture, merchandise, vessels, &cf 
and what was of still greater importance good principles and 
rood habits* Instead of being exclusively peopled by disr 
Banded soldiers and ne^dy adventurers, the Province wa^ 
possessed of an intelligent and wealthy body of men, who at 
once filled the Legislature, the Bench of Justices, and th% va-> 
rious County Courts* From this period the improvement of 
the country advanced with rapid strides, and during the 9U(> 
ceeding twenty-^five years, most of the townships and settle^ 
ments, were traced out and assumed their present shape* 
Halifax became a large commercial town, and formed a va« 
luable market for the sale of country produce. In ISOS Sir 
George Prevost was appointed Governor of Nova Scotia* At 
this time a communication had been formed between Halifax 
and most of the distant villages and districts, the Indians Kad 
long been rendered obedient to the laws, and the general im- 
provement and increase of the country was deemed so great 
as to be a matter of congratulation, but such has bcenth^ 
rapid advance of late years that it has given it the appearance 
of a slow and slender growth. Few men were better quali- 
fied for administering the government of a Colony than Sir 
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^totwt PrevoBt* Conciliating and condescfendipg ih . \&% nlan^ 
tiers oe soon gained the good opinion of public mien, and th« 
irritation which conflicting interests had created previous to 
liis arrival, was soon lost in the general harmony to which 
the policy of his measures so bapfnly contfibutdd. 
' The United States at this perioa bega^to' manifest a hostile 
disposition towards Great Britain and anticipating afavoura<» 
ble termination to the ambitious views of France, seemed re* 
solved to seize upon that critical period, to possess themselves 
of the British Continental Colonies* ^ The first measure of the 
Governor therefore on his arrival, was, by a personal inspect 
tion, to inform himself of the actual state of the Protince and 
its capacity for defence. Having made a tour through the 
country for this purpose, he commumcated his observations 
to the House of Assembly a« fallows : ^^ when I tum,^' said he^ 
^ my thoughts to the affairs of this Province, I find much ta 
congratulate you upon ; we can now fully and fairly estimate 
the effects of the embargo, so long and so rigorously impos-» 
cd on the Commerce of tne United States,by the Government 
ef that Country. The manner in whicb their general restric-* 
tion of trade has been carried into execution, leaves no doubt 
as to the real object intended to be accomplished by it. The 
project has totally failed, and the British Nation has derived 
sufficient experience from the measure to be convinced that 
lier Colonies aivd Commerce can be as little afiected by the 
embargo of America, as by the blockading decrees of France; 
New sotirces have been resorted to witn success, to supply 
the deficiencies produced by so wdden an interruption of 
Commerce ; and the vast increase of Imports and Exports of 
this Province proves that tbe embargo is a measure well a* 
dapted to promote the true interest of His Majesty's North A- 
inerican Colonies. 

The abundant Crops of every kind, with which it has 
pleased the Almighty to bless this Province,the great increase 
Agriculture and Fisheries, and ihe considerable supply of 
timber which we have sent to the Mother Countries, the 
augmentatron of our revenue ; and above all, the just sense 
which the people of this country entertain of the happiness 
they enjoy under His Majesty's truly paternal Government^ 
afford ample cause for congratulation, and give unquestiona*- 
ble proofs of the prosperity and rapid increase of this valua* 
iMe rrovince^ . «. 
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• After the close of the last session^ I took the eflfliest op* 
portunitj to give effect to the Act then passed for the Wter 
regulation of the Militia forces, and I feel great satisfaction 
in informing you, that twenty aix Battalions are completely 
organized, and placed in a state of training and instruction; 
and I have every hope^ from the general, real and good dis- 
position ©f the people that the Province will acquire a great 
degree of permanent security from the measure. I have al- 
ready caused a large proportion of the Militia to be armed 
and accoutred ; and I have ordered the Quarter*master-Gen- 
eral to lay befqfe you the proper accounts of this expense, 
that measures m^y be adopted to liquidate and pay the same, 
in conformity with your resolution-relative thereto. 

The tour I made through the midland and western districts 
of the Province, afforded me a just conception of many local 
points, and particularly the importance of good public roads. 
I have paid every attention in my power to the expenditure 
of the monies voted for that service and the proper accounts 
in that department are directed to be laid before you. Be- 
sides calling your attention to that important object, I must 
also recommend to you such measures as may b^ judged bene* 
ficial for the improvement of Agriculture artd Fisheries of this 
Province, and to encourage settlers to occupy and cultivate 
the waste lands." At a^subsequent sessions of the legislature, 
he says, " I turn with satisfaction from the consideration of 
the affairs of Europe tp the pleasing contemplation of the in- 
creasing trade and fisheries of this Province. The extension 
and improvement of its Agriculture ; the enlargement of its 
principal town, and the cultivation of use^ful and ornamental 
sciences by our youth, all of which are uneqaivocal indicati- 
ons of a prosperous and rising Country. As nothing tends 
more effectually to promote indust-ry, and its ever beneficial 
consequences, than the constrjAion of good roads for iatcrnal 
commerce ; and as no stronge^roof can be given of a flou- 
rishing state, than the multiplication of those means of com- 
munication, I look to your wisdom, and public spirit, for 
such supplies, as may be commensurate to that very import- 
ant service ; and I desire you will give your particular atten- 
tion to the road estimate for the ensuing year, which I have 
directed to belaid before you ; it being my wish that every 
inhabitant of this Province should know and feel that his con* 
yenience and interest are attended to by the Government un;; 



;^er which.he lives. The prosperous state of iWs Province,T^« 
quires that the different branches of the Legislatnre,the Courti 
of Justice, and the public officers, should be better accom- 
xnodated than they are at present; I therefore recommead 
that object to jouv consideration. The same increasing 
prosperity, .renders a Provincial Prison an indispensiblc es* 
tablishroent, for the receiving at labour such refractory and 

. disorderly persons as ms^y be committed to it from all part* 

^of the Province, for their reformation and for an example to 
deter othei*5 from immoral practices. 

1 fee! it also my duty, to call your attention to the many af- 
flicting cases which present themselves in different parts of 

.the, Province, .wfiere persons with deranged minds (the most 
grievous of all maladies) greatly suffer from the want of that 
accommodation and medical aid, their wretched situation ao 
particularly requires, and which are only to be obtained in a 

, public establishment ; I therefore recommend to you to follow 
the ^ood example given by all civilized Governments, in 
makmg some provision for the care of persons labouring un» 
der such deplorable visitations.^' 

£ 8. d. 
♦In 1 808 the Revenue amounted to 17,147 13 
In 1809 to 26,641 16 10 

In 1811 to 26,598 7 6 

To the militia Sir Geprge directed his particular attention, 

.introducing a new system for their governance, and placing 
them upon a very effective footing. Military inspecting-of- 

.ficersand drill-sergeants were appointed to assist the local 
officers, and arms, and accoutrements were issued to the men, 
to a very large amount. During his administration order and 
regularity were introduced in the public departments, schools 
established in the several townships of the Province, an a- 
gent appointed in London, to superintend the interests of the 
Colony, the. Province Building founded, the road service, re- 
vised and amended, bounties given for raising grain upcfn 
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*l7i thus fixing tht amount of Revenue^ it ispr^er to remark 
rthat I have taken the sum as stated in the Journals of the Assenx" 
hly to he the disposable amount for the purrent ytar^ and ah 
thojugh the balances in the harids of the Treasurer^ and the draw^ 
backs, of duties occasionally varied the amount^ yet this, mode of 
jfjtsceriairfing tht Revenut is the one generally (idopttdf 



iew land, ancT for llie encauragenxent of the Pishenes; znit 
other impiovemeTitaof a permanent and important nature ef-' 
ft'cted* In 1811 Sii* George Prcvost was appointed Governor 
General of the British Provihces in North America, and wa^ 
succeeded lit the Government of Nova Scotia bySirJohbi 
Coage Sherbrboke. During the course of the ensuiiig year 
Sir John met the Legislative body at Halifax, arid iii' his ad- 
dress' mentioned' the improving statd of the counDry iri a itiaii- i 
■er thai Bort ample testimony to the exertions of his prede- 
cessor- " The flattering accouhts which I have received*,'^ 
said he, " of'theiiinirbving' state of the Trade,. Fisheries, ami 
Agriculture of the rrovince, hav^ been particularly gratifyiiig 
tome; and'l trust by Qui* joint exertions and endeavoiirs tt> 
advance thcpuBlic gOod, that ih^sc indications of rising pros- 
perity will cdntiniie rapidly to increase. 

The very commendable attention yoii hav^ paid to the 
roads, and to the establishing a very respectable constitution- 
al force for the defences of the Province, are dieasures of . 
very public utility. . . ., ^ ^ 

1 regret that the advanced* season of the year iri whicM 
arrived here has prevented my inspecting the Militia ^ but E 
am happy toinform yoii, that iHave received such favourable 
reports of the progress made by several of tile battalions in* 
their disciplhic, as give me reason to believe (should' circum- 
stances require their being called into more active service)? 
that a considerable part of this force is already in a state to 
render very essential benefit to the country, and toperforra 
their diity in such a manner as^will reflect honour upon them- 
selves and the Province,,- 

The amount of the Reventfle in 1812* was £ 27;000 © 0* 

in 1813 , 33,686' 3 10 

in 1814 114,553 3 10 

fn 1615 108,095 5 If 

Soon affer the arrivarorSir John, the American Govern- 
ment declared war against Great Britain, and the House of 
Assembly in a very loyal manner imraediatfely placed a suf- 
ficient sum of money at his disposal', to put the Province in a- 
jposture of defence. It was no douBt Kigffly gratifying to hinr 
upon this occasion i& observe the patriotic spirit with which* 
/all classes of his Majesty's subjects were animated. The- 
Province however was never visited by the enemy, but the . 
war occa,8ioncd the Colony tabe filled with wealthy which 34- 
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^•rded the means of m^iking great and impartant lisfyraansk^ 
■mcnts. Happy WQ^ld it have been for the cpuntrj, had it a- 
•v^iled itsel/io a suitable manoer^Qf that most fortunate period* 
It niay howev^ with safety }ye advanced as a fact, that the 
.American war was highly ipjuriQus to Nova Scotia. It com- 
in.€Uiced u^der auspices yrhicb were haijied as most haf^py. — 
The Revenue was overflowing, the metalic coins were in 
jgi;cqit aj?ui>dg^cc, a;id not oi^y the value ojFxeal estate, but aQ 
tiijc agrjculiyral products were greatly enhanced* Mechanic, 
^nd other J?ibour^ received a remuneratipn far above the or- 
■d^narv rate*. If alif^x began to increase in proportion, and 
aJTord a ready njark|5t fgr all the produce of the country. — 
Uf osjL peopl^ withoYri: ^(Jverting to the adventitious circumstan- 
:ces which wej-e jhe ca^se of ihis sudden change, began to 
suppose that property had jDQt risen to one half of its real 
<valiie, ai^d that Nova Scotia lyas fa§t advancing to a state of 
European popglatiqn and culturee |t may readily be con- 
ceived, how baijeful the eflfect§ of this deWwm have teem 
IJjiiver^al speculatiQn ensued. Many farpiers deemed it a 
<iuty to embrace tl^e favourable rnqn^ent by purchasing land, 
t^e price qf jyhich was 4aily rising, to secure 3 fortune to 
themselves aoad families. Unfortgn^tely inoopy ^as too a- 
lijiindant 4i)d |oq easy to be obtained .on spcwrity ?md interest. 
Hence a general state of mortgaging comi^enced, and a 
pj^opc^rtioo of the old farips of the Pfoyiace became incum- 
bered with debt for the pgrchase of new ones. Had bow- 
ever the ii]fajluation been confined to a rnere specp}atiQn, the 
error woqld have b.eep more easily remedied, but whappily 
a genera] extravagance and expensive mode pf living totally 
unsuitable tq tht flieaT\8 and sjate of the country, became ^ve- 
ry day move apparent. The good plain hqmespun manu- 
facture qf the country began to be Ijttle worn by any but me- 
nials. Nay ^qiT^e farmers affected to regard manual labour 
as unbecoming their station, and evei'v specie^ ofrur^l occu- 
pation as laborious and degrading.. The war vas no sooner 
terminated, and the numerous navy apd army withdrawn (the 
real cause of that increase of monpy) than this illusion var 
nislE^ed and disclosed the plain reality. Halifax to its inha- 
bitants, jjore the appearance of a town at the close 0/ a fair, 
and the sudden change from unusual bustle and business, to 
their ordinary pursuits, made this alterationj of times more 
perceptible, Money gradually disappeared, and a host of 
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gjfeculiators inundated the country with their printed promis* 
sorjr notes, which were substituted in the place of silver. 
This issue drove out of circulation what little coin was in the ' 
Province, and was accompanied by a quantity of base copper * 
money, the intrinsic value o^whicn bore no proportion to its 
nominal worth. The failure of several mercantile establish- 
ments added to the general distress. 

These changes, the natural result of a sudden transition 
from a great and universal war, to a state of profound peace, 
were experienced by Nova Scotia in common with all Eu- 
rope and America, but great efforts have since been ndade to 
irieet that change in a suitable manner, and the remedies ap- 
plied have been efficacious. Necessity enforces the lessons' 
taught by experience, and greater exertions ; more industry 
atiOi strict economy are every where visible. The conse- 
quences of these habits so dearly purchased, will be most 
happy. The war however, though on the whole injurious to 
the Province, has been productive of one great and pernl^- 
nent advantage. Largic sums of money were expended upoa' 
the roads ana bridges, the wildernesawas opened in different 
directions, cross roads made, and the two main post roads 
put iri a state of thorough repair. The wh61e sum thus ex- 
pended by the Province in twenty-one years, that is, from 
I'BOO to 1821, amounts to £240,506. 
/ A great road is like a great river, it fertilized the country 
through which it passes. This attention to the inland com* 
munication of the Province cannot be too highly applauded. 
During the war Sir John Sherbrooke was particularly ^care- 
ful in the expenditure of the public money, and the econoniy 
with which the appropriations of the Legislature w^ere dis-' 
bursed, was such as to excite their surprise and gratitude. 
Many of the large grants of land which had been made du- 
ring previous administrations to persons who never settled* 
upon them, were escheated and regranted to emigrants, which* 
was a measure of great public utility. A new line of road* 
Was opened from Halifax to Annapolis, and'a township forol- 
cd thereon, by the settlement of disbanded soldiers, and cal" 
led after its patron Sherbrooke. 

Every appointment to Provincial Offices Was mad6 upon 
the sole grounds of personal merit and the general go()d. 
Great order was introduced into the public departments; and ^ 
the object* which, cijgaged the attention of hii pre'd^cessQj;'' 
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w%rfe" tfvAtured and ' executed. Possessed of a* ^dcmd jid^* 
ment and inflexible integrity, and animated with an ardent* 
desire to promote the welfare of the country^ coitimitted to* 
bis care, he wa^ indefatigable in the discharge of all his pub- 
lic duties. He wafe liberal wi^out profusion, and humahe 
without ostentation. He was at all times accessible, and 
though he could never' tolefrate? an insiriusiliori, hd was ever 
ready to hear a complaint, ahd promote ati inre'stigation into . 
its merits. Lorig and grateful will be th^ remembrance of 
this great and good man in Nova Scotia, where hfe will' ever 
be exhibited as a staridard by which to estimate the merits' 
of his siicces^ors. On his departure the LegislaliirtB voted- 
him a thousand pound* fdr the purchase of plate as ari 
ExiguUm immensi jiiguus am5ris. 

Upon the promotion of Sir John Sherbroclk^e^ the Earl of 
Ds^lhotisie Was aj[)poihtcd Lieuteriant^GoVertior, and arrived 
ih'HaHfaix*in 1817. In his address to the Legi^lalture when' 
convened in the Province-House for the fii*st tirtie after* its ' 
completion he observed, that " The General A'ssciilbly of 
this Province, perhaps'never met under cii^ciimstarides that 
aflbrded more solid grounds of congratulation on the state ©f 
the country, thah it does now. The distress that prevailed 
two years ago, is no lohger felt any where ; succeeding ye^rs 
of abundant crops, have, under tiie blessing df ProViaeHCe,- 
dispelled the clouds that hting over us, and I have had" the 
pMisfaction to observe increasing- prosperity in all parts of 
the Province. In these two yiears our agriculture Hsts been* 
cheered up, our fisheries have been successfhl^ atid chir^ cotii* 
ifiefrce is reviving under the infliierice* of aii ot^hr of the" 
Prlhce'Regent iii Council, by \^hlch the pdil of Halifox hki 
been declared to a certain extent a free pdrt. 

In committing to yoti the general discussion of j^blie at 
ftirfe, there are sbme p6ints' which Call for ndy s*pe<5ial re^ 
cbinmendation to your attention : these I" shall'mei-ely^rfaine' 
at present^ and explain uiyself more fully upon" them iii the 
j5rogress of the Session. 

The system now adopted for the improvement of theroadif' 
thrbughout the Province, appears to nie to reqiiirfr material 
altei^tidni The mfHlla laWB*a1Sd, I haVe fouifrf in sdrtfe 
points ill suited to our cibcumstknces ; What I wbuM^suggest 
OTl thM he^d; has inView^to rdduce'th'enlimbets,^aiid tdSitW 
i^ki smfaUei' ntrfliber ofox'e' effieitnt. 
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f fh^n call your attentiqn Iq a me^ure tending tc| aninatc 
the general spirit of improvement in agriculture; and I will 
jBvbmit to yqi^ the plan of an instit^tion in Halifax, in whicl^ 
fhe advant^es of a C^ljjegjate Education will be fqund with-: 
W the reacts of all cb$$es Qf sqcietj, an)d )¥i|icli i^ill bq opeii 
jtQ all $«ct8 of religious per^uaeioi). 

The circumstance of meeting f ou f9r the fivst tin^e in this^ 
placje, )e^d$ D)e tQ coi^gratul^t^ yoq qn now qccupjing thi$ 
isplei|did l^uildiqg, erecc^d fqr the rec^ptiqn qf t^e l^egisla? 
)Lure, fhe Courts qf Jui^tice, and al} (he ppblic offices. It .. 
stand$ ai)d will f^tand I hope tq th,e latent pqsterity, a prqud 
recq^d of the public spirit, at this IKsriqd qf que )^istorjrf 
And as } dq cpnsider this magnificent work Aqually liqnpurr 
able and useful tq the Prqviqce, i recqKQiifefjd it to your coni 
tinned prot^^joD.'' 

His Lordship f^lly awace qf th^ necessity thece was foK 
the equity tq pq( forth its energies and to endeavpi^c to be^ 
come independent qf the United States for its flqqr, e^tabli^h? 
ed a Prqvincial Bqard of AgricMlture in the Capital, which i$ 
the patroQ of twenty-five ^pbordii^ate Sqcieties in the di^stricts^ 
of the Prqyince. These l^qcieties tiy their example, premi- 
ums, influence and writings, disused an universal spirit qf in- 
quiry and emulation among the facmer^. Nevy^ implements 
of husbandry, a variety of vali^abl^ §e.eds, and an improvc4 
breed of cattle of di/ferent descriptions iijrere imported and . 
distributed among the branch sqcietie^^ The few year^ 
which have elapsed since this e^tablist^ment qf the. Etqard, 
have fully develqped the wisdom of the lq$Uti)tipn, and the. 
beneficial effects which may be expected to ari$e from its 
exertions. Independent of the influence qf the Societies, ne-: 
cessity dictated to the husbandman, that when it required 
double the qi|antity of produce to raise the same annual in- 
come he enjoyed a few year* before, his cxertipns and en-, 
ergies must pe doubled, or his expenditures reduced, anc) 
his comforts abridged. The result has been, that, the 
products of the soil have been greatly increased, arfd the ha- 
bits of the country much improved. 

About this period an anonymous writer in the Acadian . 
Recorder, under the signature of Agrjcola, in a series of use- 
ful and scientific essays, treated at large of the Agriculture 
of the country, and greatly contributed to the success of the 
Central Board. These essays have since been cqllcctcd tp* 



gtiheT and published, and form a valuable commentary ^ 
Sie soil, husbandry, climate, and natural resourced of NoTa 
Scotia. In the introduction to that book, written in 1822, the 
author observes, 'that, *• In the History of no Country, has 
there ever been recorded a more radical and instantaneoti» 
change, than has been ti^itnessed in Nova Sc6tia; Improve- 
ment has proceeded with siicb gigantic strides, that already 
the point i» out of sight from which we started ; and although 
the whoie has been effected in Httle mord tbaft three years^ 
it is with difficulty we can bring ourselves to the belief, that 
the provinciaJ husbandry was in such a sftate of barbarism at 
the commencement of the period. 

The pi'esrent aispect of our rural situation is of a most con- 
solatory nature ;; and although we have not yet reached in- 
depehcience in bread eot^r, we are rwihing to the g^ai with 
remarkable celerity^ In somJe artttles of produce, as pota- 
toes and turnips, we hare outstript the demand^ and pro- 
duced a repletion in theraaricet ; in others, as oats and barley, 
we have raised enough foif the home consumption,' but we are 
still gt*eatly deficient in wheat* Yet the well directed attenti- 
on now given to the collecting and preparing of putrcsciple 
manures and cotnposts, to the . extirpation of weeds by sum- 
mer fallow, and the drilling of green crops, to the improved 
modes of ploughing, and the more perfect pulverization of the 
soil, must shortly tead to an extended culture of thi& grain 
fully equal to the wants of the com'mnnity* Lime, too, has 
been pretty generally tried, and found so beneficial as to he 
sought after with much avidity, and applied in considerable 
quantities. Rotations oti- the best principles bare been also 
introduced ; and the benefits of white and green crops follow- 
ing each other in succession, have been studied, and are 
beginning to be justly appreciated* Oatmeal of native 
growth has, within this last year, been greatly consumed ft* 
mong the farming classes in the eastern and middle divisions ] 
of the provtnce, and no less than twenty-roine mills for grind-/ 
ing it, have been erected ; partly, it is true, through the opera- 
tion of the bounties afforded by the Central Board, but chief- 
, ly from a sense of the great value of this article of subsistence. 
— -The Scotch husbandry in all its branches has been fairly 
transplanted into Nora Scotia ; and though many still adhere 
to old prejudices, and to old modes, there are in every country 
jBealous and intelligeiA cultivators, who are settiDg the veij 



;i^^i ^txamples. «A ^ pjlri t of reform actuates the Tvfaole agric|il« 
tiural mass, j^pd-proyified toe energy )5e. sustained fprafew 
.years longer, ,we .shall master the oifliculties whicjb have b^- 
SiStus, ai^d. place the independence of the cou^itry on fixed 
andi^P^P^^^bl^ ground. I*fp public institution in the pa^t 
annals of the Cplo/iy, has been supported by the Legislature 
mor^ liberally than the Central Board. .Fifteen hundred 
pounds w^rc vaj.ed to it the first. year — then a thousand — next 
twelve hundred and fifty, but the present grant, which is the 
fourth in, order, has be^n reduced to eight hundred. Tlje 
sum.grant^ .the present year 18^ to this institution is ooe 
thousand pounds. 

The.IUvenuein l^ld.was£4S,4;81 14 9 

in 1819.. 68,601 12 8 J 

The principal objects of a public natgre effecfed during tl^e 
Adpoinistration of his lordship, were the settlement of a n^iv 
township, on the military road from Halifax to Annapol^y 
called Dajhoysie, the establishment of the Agricultural JBoard, 
a measure replete with utility to the public, ^nd the erection 
of Dalbousie College at Halifax. ,An attempt was made to 
reorgaqize the mjlitia uppn a nejv^ system, but it has not b^ieji 
{Q}ini^ well suited to the local circiunstances of the country. 

In 1820 Sir James Kempt succeeded to the Government 
of the Province. The great expectations which the public 
formed from the high character and well known abilities of 
this Qendeman, have after a trial of three years been fully 
justified, rjoya Scotia never had a Governor who entered 
more into the detail of bu^ipess than Sir James Kempt. He 
has been at great pains to inform himself of the local situati- 
on, institutions and wan^s of the country, and to a thorough 
knowledge of the interests of the Colony, he adds a great de- 
sire for their promotion. Soon after his arrival he con- 
vened the Legislature, and the following is an extract from 
his speech. ".I haye b^en. induced to call you together at 
this early period of the season, to inform you, that Hjs 
Majesty nasbeen graciously pleased to reannex the Island of 
Cape BrQton to the Province of Nova Scotia, and I feel per- 
suaded that you will view this measure as a fresh proof ^f 
■His Majesty^s pa.ternal solicitude to augment the internal 
strength and resQVrces of this portion of His Majesty's, PjTort^ 
^Americqm.Pp(nioiQns, and to prQmote the mutual int6re«(9^ 
,:and ^elfere^of bis. loyal ^Jod gtfecUQn^te subjpc.t^. 



. The commercial distress which has prevailed throughout 
the world, for some years past, having been more or less 
felt in every quarter, we could not expect to be altogether 
exempted from feeling its effects. But our Commerce, though 
diminished, has not suffered in any very material degree ; 
and the Agriculture of the Province never was in so flourish- 
ing a slate as it is now. It has pleased the Almighty to give 
us an abundant harvest, and there happily prevails, in al- 
most every district of the Country, a spirit of improvement 
in husbandry, and every branch of Farniing Industry, that 
cannot fail under the blessing of Providence to secure to the 
inhabitants plenty and independence. 

The Provincial Agricultural Institution formed under the 
Administration of the Eail of Dalhousie, has chiefly contri- 
buted to create this spirit, and 1 strongly recommend it to 
your continued support and protection. 

I am grieved to inform you, that in the month of Septem- 
ber last, a most destructive fire broke out in the woods in the 
westerfi part of the Province, and spread desolation over a 
considerable extent of the country, redacing nearly sixty 
families in the townships of Yarmouth and Clare, to a state 
of the greatest distress. This calamity was immediately 
made known to me by the Magistrates of the County of Shel-> 
burne, and, as a temporary relief to the unfortunate sufferers, 
I instantly dispatched the Government vessel with provision* . 
and some necessary articles to supply their immediate and , 
pressing wants, not doubting of your sanctioning and provid- 
ing for the expense thus incurred on the melancholy occasion." 

The fire here alluded to was productive of much distress,^ 
traversing a great extent of country and consuming houses,* 
mills, cattle, and other property to a very considerable a- 
mount, but a general contribution, which took plac«? through 
the Province served in some measure to mitigate its severity 
to the unfortunate sufferers. 

Two changes have already taken place since the adminis- 
tration of the present Governor which will be productive of 
great advantage to the Province. One is the establishment 
of Boards of Location or Institution, in each county, compos- 
ed of Gendeman who, without fee or reward, receive petitions 
for land, upon which when approved, the settler receiver his 
grant without being under the necessity as heretofore of tak- 
ing a long and expensive journey to Halifax. The other is 



ffie rwtnnexion of Cape Breton to th€ Government of ttie Pro^ 
ii4nce ofNora Scotia. This Island which had long been in a- 
languishing, state promises now to be a verj thriving, flomrisk*^ 
ing place. There is- a great proportion of land" fit for the 
plough upon the Island, and it is covered with timber, such 
as fine beach^ fliapk, spruce and fir ; and abounds in coal of 
a very superior quality. While in the hands of the French^ 
it was assuming the aspect of one of their most valuable Colo*' 
Dies : In 174B they caught 1,149,000 quintals of dry fish ai>cfc 
^,500,000 of mud fish, the value of both which, including! 
3,1 161. tons of train oil, drawn from the blubber,, amounted to* 
£926,677 10 sterling, money accoMiwff to the prime cost o§^' 
the fish at Newfoundland, the whole value of this- trade an- 
nually at that time amounted to a milliofr sterling. No less^ 
than 564 iShipSf tenders, shallopsv and twenty-seven tliousanii! 
seamen were employed in this trade. Charlevoix says,* 
^' This fishery is a more valuable source of wealth and power • 
to France, than even the mines of Mexico and Peru would be..*^' 
The Reveaue in 1^20 wa»^^ £S1,0M 5 4) 

m ISSt 42,932 10 % 

iff 1622 38,634 6 5 

At the meeting of the Legislature which is- now in session^^ 
Sir James again directed them as follows :•. — 

" It is very gratifjdng to me, in meeting you in General As- 
sembly, to have if in my power to congratulate you* on the 
iftiproving state of the Province, in » almost' every branch of 
its industry^ 

The distress which' prevailed last year is now happily di*' 
itiinishing ; our Agricultural exertions continue unabated ; and^ 
another abundant harvest has, under the blessing of Divine ' 
Providence, spread plenty throughout- the country : Our' 
Commerce also, has begun to revive ; while new and im- - 
portant markets appear to be opening to those engaged • 
m the fisheries. I entertain, indeed a sanguine hope, that^ 
the two Acts passed in the last Session of tne Imperial Par-' 
liament, by enlarging the fidd of Commercial cnterprize^. 
will eventually prove highly beneficial to our Colonial Trade*^ 

I have also great satisfaction in^ acquainting you, that the- 
Provincial Revenue of the last vear has been amplv sufficient/ 
to meet all the charges against it ; and to pay ofi* all arrears tz 
Every just claim upon the Government has been satisfied,. 1^ 
jytelieve, with the utmost punctuality. . 



il«ihihk it also proper to infdrm you^ that Ihave cain^ A 
HBysiem of more regularity to be observed, both as to the con- 
nection of the revenue and its ^payment into the treasury 9 
<«irhich will be attended,.! hope, withgopd effects. 

The happiest effects have already attended our agricuku* 
^1 exertions; and a steady perseverance in the same sy9- 
<tem wtli soon render us independent, as far as regards the 
[Necessaries of life. 

Our Fi^hcirtes too, m^it ,proteclipn and encouragement ; j 
.and l.Bincereiy hope that yon will be able to devise some un- 
»©bjectionable plap for giving a stimulus to that valuable and 
most important brafich of our industry." 

The answer which his EHjKcellency received to this address, 
♦conveys a^ acknowledgment of his services equally honout- 
^jfible^tQ himself .^d creditable to the Legislature, — 

.*' We should feelv' said ihey,V* deficient in the dtity we 
{Owe to the King, and the^peoplc of this Colony, if we failed, 
•cin the present, occasion, to e;cpress, in the most unqualified 
.t^rms, our perfect approbation 9ft^ whole of yourExce!- 
^ncy's -Administration, the care you have taken persoiaally 
to inspect etvery|>art'Of the Province, the unwearied diligence 
ivith which yew supply yourself to investigate and promote 
*^very object, and -the honoyrabl^ and impartial nfianner in 
i^hich you detef n[iine every subject which is brought before 
you, will Jong be remembered in this Province, with affeciion 
and reject, i^e can with vtruth aasure'youc Excellency, 
that you possess the unbounded confidence of thctV^hole coun- 
try. Tiie people of this Colony know they serve theix best 
interests, wieh^they strive to merit the favour of our beloved 
Sovereign, by pajlag respect to his Representative, and cor- 
Tdially uniting with him^jti accomplishing every object which 
5iis Majesty^s JSovernnfent may recommejid, as necessary tp 
maintain .our *pivil, and religiojus liberties, and to preserve th^ 
peace an^ happiness of all the Brilis3i Cok)nki«» 

These public documents exhibit a true picture of the pos- 
ture of affairs at their respective dates, and as state papers, 
ihe information they convey may be considered as authentic. 
From these it .appears that although there has been a preat 
jfluctuacion in the amount of the Revenue since the year 1808^ 
jet, on an average, there has been a considerable increase, 
and although there has been much embarrassmrnt created by 
the sudden' termination of a long war 9 yet that boih pccqut 
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ftrj and commercial difficulties have been felt as little pei^ 
haps in Nova Scotia as in any other Colonj, and that this 
digress is now yielding to the increased energy of the coun- 
try, to the activity inspired by the opening of new markets, 
and to the impulse given to the Provincial Agriculture* 
There remains however much debt in I^ova Scotia, but in 
this respect it has the advantage over most Colonies* This 
debt is due within the Province, and not elsewhere. In some 
of the Colonies a planter is often in no better situation than 
an agent* He is ^ nominal owner, who makes the most of 
^the estate or plantation in his possession, and remits the pro- 
duce annually to his creditor in Great Britain, not for thepur- 
pose of holding the net proceeds until he can draw his bills 
upon him, but to be placed to the credit of the interest or 
principal of aq outrstanding debt. It is not a circulation of 
meUns, which no sooner flows to the capital, than it returns 
to the extremities, but it is a constant discharge, which in 
time exhausts the sources by which it is supplied. 

If there ^te debtors in Nova Scotia, they are tbe^ neigh- 
bours of their creditors, and if exports are Increased to liqui- 
date debts, the amount of eyery debt discharged i$ added to 
the wealth of the country, ' 

In describing the state of the Province, it may not be amiss 
to advert to one or two circumstances, in which it very ma- 
terially differs froni the new Provinces of the United States, 
the Ohio and Kentucky, &c. 1st. No part of Nova Scotia 
is out of the protection of the laws. In the most retired settle- 
.ment the King's writ* are executed with ease, and without 
resistance ; every where the arm of the law reaches, and 
punishes an offender. So complete and thorough is the con- 
trol, that the very Indians of ihti woods bow in obedience to 
the law, and submit to its decisions. Highway robbery is 
unknown but by name, and it is observed, that in nine in- 
stances out of ten, where a crime is committed, the perpetra- 
tor is a transient person, and not an inhe^bitapt of the country. 
This obedience proceeds not from the seve^^ity of the laws, 
for they are mild, but it is because they are alwe^ys enforced* 

2d. No settlement is destitute of public worship, almost 
every inhabitant, if Ije incline, may, on the periodipal return 
of the Sunday, go to some place of worship, to offer up his 
prayers aud thanksgivings, to the Author of all his blessings, 
»ivii and religious ; and in the hour of sickness apd deat^ 
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tbere are not wanting clergymen of some christian denomt- 
nation, to administer the comforts and consolations of religion* 
Add to this a most pleasing fact. The rising generadon of 
Kova Scotia can all read and write with scarcely an excep- 
tion, 

3d, The two great roads, the Eastern from Halifax to Pic- 
tou and to Cumberland, and the Western from Halifax to 
\AnnapoHs and Yarmouth, are in as good condition as the 
best in the United States qf t^ie same len^thi and in a state 
of progressive improvement. The cross road#, and those in 
the interior, are aisQ jn a situation far beyond the age and 
wealth of the coqiitry. Nature ha$ alsp provided highways 
of her own. 

Nova Scotia 19 greatly intersected by rivers emptying into 
the Bay of Fundv or Atlantic, whereby the interior is every 
where accessible by water (^oinni^anioation, there being no 
point thirty railps distant from navigable water, and in the 
spring of tne year when the snpws dissolve, or in the last 
part of the autumn when the rains fall, the rivers increase 
their magnitude, and forqi an easy conveyance for lumber 
and timber, &^c. Roads and riyers naturally lead to mai^ 
kets, where the farmer may dispose of his prpduce. 

4th. There are no landj ohbers in Nova Scptia« The va- 
cant land in the United Statesbelongs to the copaiponwealthi 
and is sold tp the highest bidders to form a branch of the re- 
venue, Cpnsequently ther^ is g^eat speculation in land, and 
many an unfortunate einigrant oecptnes the dupe and victim 
of some iinprincipled dealer,'^ who d|efVav|ds him put of his 
ready money, and leaves him to repent at leisure of \i\& ere- 
dulity, in some distant part of the interior, from whence there 
is no return. In Nova Scotia, it seldom or ever occurs^ that 
Land is purchased for the express purpose of rg^sgUijjgi and 
the vacant land is granted with carfj and circumspectioii, and 
^to those only who intend to n^ake an actual settlement. 

In travelling through the Province an invariable criterion 
of the improvement pf the ppuntry frequently occurs, which 

*.tfr. Birbick^s speeulati(m Wf the Jllinois Country ii fc^re 
the public^ and is ai notorious in America as it is in Lurope* He 
might affix iQ his territory the nwtto Dante inscribed upotii the 
gates of the tnfernal reponsy ^\ Vol ch^mtrale^ la$ciai€om0i 
(^ni sper^nza^^ 
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Ab it deireiopes not only the gradual increase of t&e bnaeA 
npoperlj, but its several stages seldom fail to attract DOtice» 
.The first log-house which the settler builds generally coosiscc 
jof one or two rooms oo t^e ground floor, with a kind of loft 
above. As his family i^icreases, and h^ crops enable him, 
lie builds an addittpn ^ the same siice* And in process ci 
time, wlien he jti^ins |o feel some^bat independent, he erects 
liimself a frame m>use, of one or more stories, wiiich is neat- 
ly f»aiiited« When be removes tntp thisne>ir edt&:e the old 
4»ne is not often destroy ed, but is .converied into some coxv- 
veoiant oot-hous^ 

The same gradual progress is ito be seep with the other 
buildings ; first the humble log hovel for his solitary cow;, 
4hem Us leanter or addition, and fii^ally his large wooden 
bam* Tliese i>uildings ai^e in very many places all in exisW 
,«nc«, and the'Oldprioprietor^un&e<{i|,en looks back with 
fsride t« tine excrUonis wi^ch hav>e e^^led him to make his 
f>ftogressive im^roremento, a^d preserves witj^ gre^ regard 
these moBuments of successful ^nterprj&e* 

Tlirougfaout the old townships the farm ho^es make % 
^ood external appearand^ erected generally of wood, and 
f^ainted either wi^te <Qr y^ellow^ ^ke farmers do not as in 
j|iany parts of Europe^ dweH ^ iiaimlets or ^siaJi tillages, 
but oach i^esidcs on his own farm. The price ^^f labour varios 
in different parts of the country, a^d ji^ jceguMed by the sea^ 
i69ci of the year, the nature of the w<ork, and th^ mode of 
<payfl»Qnt« It is therefore diffici^ilt tp fix a prJce^ hat perhaps 
ji&s.Sd. jperday fora carpentet* and Ss.dd« for a common 
iabonrer^ wtiere they furnish themselves with their own pro- 
^visions, maybe a fair medium, and something k;ss where the 
leiaploy-er is at the expense of feeding them* A common 
iabourer receives much less than a perspn itised to the dilTer- 
0&Dl braiBclies of rural labour* k is not x^xusual to hire mien by 
the day^ unless >the work is <^ a nature- not to require more 
4tbsm one day'^s employment;, if otherwise, k is customarj to 
bine by the quarter, six moadis or thie year« A man well ac- 
jquainted with the labour required in rwral occupations, 
mid obtain about £25 per year,* besides jiis board. The 
f^emand for this description of work people never varies, nor 
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*JJac/i Pound currency is four Spanish dollars* 



ik aliler ubtil the situation of this country is materially' 
changed. So soon as the son of a farmer in Nova Scotiar 
becomes of age, he begins to think »f providing a residence 
fer himself, either by obtaining a grant of land firom^ th^ 
erown, or thrtmgh his parents' assistance by purchase* He seW 
dom hires outa»a workman^but generally makes rooniforone*. 
He either requires the asststanee c^ one himseify or has left 
a? place which wilt reqpire tobe filled by a servant. The de-* 
naand therefore may be considered as i^itmanent and result-' 
ittg from the local wants of the country. The payment i» > 
•ither in= money or in the produce of the farm ::' If the first i» 
required- in th« bad^ain^a less amount of wages is given ; if^ 
the latter (whick is- frcquentty the case;, where t&e servant! 
contemplated taking up a grant of land)' the atdOunt is pro-* 
portionably larger as it is easier to pay. It would perhaps 
mizzle a lawyer tosay what is a legal tender in the Province.—' 
The current coin* is any coin which reaches the country.— 
dbubloon^ and their parls^ dollars and their fractions, copper 
coin of every discription, .^umericaneaglie^;. English sovereigns 
and guineas, French, Spanish,, and PbrtugaVGold, Silver and 
provincial paper;- A doublbon passes for four pounds ; al- 
though by the statute it is not worth more than £i T7 6. — 
This jumble and mixture of money although apparently ab-^ 
surd and troublesome, answers very well inpractice rand oc- 
casions*^ no serious inconvenience wMattever. Tlrere is as 
great deal of bartferin thedealing between man and man in^ 
Bfova Scotia- If a man purchase a horse he frequently offer* 
lit payment a certiain-quanlity of smoaked' fish, lumber, rum^ 
ft>ur, or possibly Plaister of Paris. This custom' s<yinjuri- 
eius to the fair trader;, and sa immoveable in its tendency, is« 
jjroduced by two causes, both of which* are in the power of 
the Province toremedy; One is-a system of smuggling' ex- 
eiseable articles- in despite of tbe activity of the preventative* 
tiSScem The situationof the country,, its^ neigBboui'hdod to 
the United States^ its innumerable coves and harbours, rivers^ 
Md creeks*^ its-woods^and tilickets alf^ present such fStcilitiesi 
iBbr evading the laws,. that it is extremely dififcult to check 
the evil. If the Legislature were to employ Revenue* 
Cutters, this illicit trade would soon become too Bazardous? 
an employment, and the exports of the country would be soldf 
either for articles which would pay a duty into the trcasuiy 
4r for cash. The other cause is a scarcity of money, amfing: 
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t^tker thitiga ecca^ioned by the loss of large sums vihich hav6-, 
heretofore been at^nuall j expended for the purchase of flour* , 
There are no manufactures iri Nova Scotia. They have but 
lately made their apfleafaiic^ in the United States, and re- 
quire capital, a dense po|1d]ation slnd a surplus of labour, 
neither of which the Province affords* The Ledslature has 
manifested a design to encourage any Undertaking of this 
kind and in 1811 the following resolution was entered on the . 
Journal of Assembly. 

Resolved — That it is the opiniort of this Committee, that a 
premium of two hundi'ed and fifty pounds should be granted 
to the first adventUrei*, being an irthabitant of this Province, 
who shall within fbui* years erect and build in this Province, 
a good and sufficient Bloomery, or F*orge, at which shall be. 
made, fromoreof the Province, twcritytdns, at the least, of 

food merchantable Bar Iron, within six months after such 
'orge shall be erected. Also, a premium of three hundred 
and fifty pounds to the first adventurer, being an inhabitant 
of this Province, who, within the time aforesaid, shall build 
a good and sufilcient Finery hi the Province, at which there 
shall be manufactured and made twenty tons, at the least, of 
good merchantable refined Bar Iron, within six months after 
the same shall be erected. And also a premium of six 
hundred pounds to the first adventurer, being an inhabitant 
of this Province, who shall, within the time aforesaid, erect 
and build a good and sufficient Furnace in this Province, at 
which shall be made, within six months after the same shall 
be built, sixty tons of good merchantable Pig Iron, and tea 
tons of good merchantable Hollow Ware. 

The manufacture of Iron is a subject of great importance to 
the interests of the Colony, and the quality of the ore was 
pronounced on the trial of its properties made in London, to 
be very superior* There is a species of domestic manufac- 
ture of blife homespun or woolen cloth, which is carried on 
more or less in every old township in the Province. This 
has, been greatly increased of late years, by the introduction 
of carding and fulling mills, and the cloth thus made is strong 
and durable, and principally used by both sexes among the 
farmers and their servants. Carpets, linen and cotton, 
sheets and towels for domestic use are also manufactured up- 
on a small scale in some of the older townships. There are 
no direct taxes in Nova Scotia. The civil list and other pub-* 
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ttc expenditures are provided (orhy smill duties impoied Mf^ 
on the introduction of certain foreign articles inta the coun« 
try, which are particularlj specified in chapter eight* Tiae 
other impositions consist of an inconsiderable charge for the 
Itaaintenatice of the poor, and other county s^ vices else<* 
where noticed* 

. It has been observed in Europe that the middle classes of 
society are the most happy, and for the same causes it is pro«> 
bable that the inhabitants of Nova Scotia are as much so as 
any race of people contained in the British dominions* The 
equality of property and information which prevails In the 
ciountry naturallv tends to harmonise their minds ^nd dra>^ 
together more closely the bonds of affection. The security 
of property, and the hope of increasing it, and the facility 
of succeedingin this expectation, contribute to mutual inde* 
pendence and to an intimate connection of neighbours* There 
is not that distinction or distance which leads to indifference^ 
•r that rivalship which borders on hatred* • It is in the Colo* 
nies that men lead such a life (says the Abb^ Raynai) as was 
the original destination of mankind, best suited to the health 
and increase of the species, and probably they enjoy as much 
happiness as is consistant with the frailty of human nature*— 
When we contemplate the geographical situation of this coun- 
try, and consider its political advantages aad internal resour*. 
ces, its position for trade* the salubrity of its climate, the 
vigour of its soil, the variety and value of its minerals, the 
quantity of its timber, the number and extent of its harbours 
and rivers, and the vahiable fisheries by which it is surround-- 
ed ; we should be inclined to say that Nova Scotia, ^ that 
little speck,' scarce visible in the mass of national interest, 
that.siBall seminal principle rather than a formed body^^^ will 
one day be the most populous and wealthy portion of North 
America. 
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CHAPTER Xlt . - - ■> 

APPENDIX. . ; 

CtfpyofihtQiiini of. a Hma SeifUxa Barang — Par4icyd€tr0 1^ 
the losi of the Frigate La TrUmn&^^Daly'^s Pitney at Malts^ 
ga9hr^Jb$tr(A3i cf^ Rep^i ^fihe Ct^mmjMtt ofhUh iUutem 
• tn 1 & I i — JUtkr o/Oavtmer Masem'^me m 1 740; 

Copy of a Grant to Edward WiddriDgton/ Esquire, of' Car- 
lington County of Northumberlarid of Lands, &x. &c# ad-'^ 
joiniftjg; to the lands of Sir James Hay, Rnight and Baronet^ 
of Smitbfield in Nova Scotia, bearing date the 2€5feh of 
September 16115 in llthof Charles the first* 

TpRECEFFof a Clvarter made and granted by ««r Sove^ 
-*• rcim Lord the King to Bdward Widdrington of Garling-^ 
ton m the county of Hbrthumberlanxi, Rtquiv^^ his heirs^ 
male, and asingnswhomsoerer heveditartly, «f all and the» 
whole of that part and portioiY of tand»of the fegim and 
lordship of Hovdc Scotia, as follow^ particularly bounded and 
limited, that !» to say, beginning from the west ' side of the 
knds and Bftror^ of Smithfield^ hereditarily belonging toi 
Sir James Hajr of Smithfield, Knight and Baronet and lying 
on the n6rth side^ of the rittsr named The Great Shiboin Ca-f 
pricon, bearing towaT<fe fhe west from the said' BenPOBy for 
the space <rf three miles aistjending' the river, keeping alwayar 
rtie riv^r for the bounds thereof towartfe the souths and fromi 
thence bearings to^rards the north for the space of six milesi 
keeping alway s^ two miles in breadth anrf six in length, to the 
said Barony, for the limits- thereof, lowar^fe th« east, witb 
the castles, towers, fortresses, &c. which same l^s were re-< 
signed by' him into the handvof our Sovereign Lord theKing^ 
for this new Charter and Infeodation to be made thereof to 
the aforesaid Edward Widdrinffton heriiditarily. 

Moreover, with a clause of union, and an one entire and' 
free Farony and Royalty aA-arH times hereafter to be named. 
The Barony of Cariington, antf to be held of our said' Sove- 
reign Lord the King and his successors of' his Crown of the 
Kingdom of Scbtland in free and true Elamrfee Farm for ther 
yearly payment bfone penny of the usual money of the said 
Kingdom of Scotland upon the sale and ground of the saidi 
ktjids,, in the name of Blanche Farm, if it should be demandifidi 
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0r any ^fitrt t^MniBof 6nly on tke iBlLtl dft^ of ihe/iatiiril^ 
mt ^avklur, and the $eijscn taken at tbeCastleof Edinburg 
m\f skal) be snffieufiH for all and lingular the lands, ana 
^tber- ^|iiiig» particularly and generally above written* And 
lkai^i()hie} saad£dHnrdt.Widdringiittiand.hiB faem mala shall 
ktum afina praceeding ftam a.JbiMi4> armed and naked, joined 
wiMii^Ms niott«ii (Atoiii hre^aCjalitepa vioeit) aid other things 
gjnimkf^ in Ike elCKioi«s<lofriaB«f GJiarts^cf Baronets* fiaied 
atF^ibbtiiig thejtWeiYtvwetxthiday of ihe^oeth of September 
iofikf yfiuqS omr L(lfi:<t lei^y aadiuiiic eleventh year of our 
|ie|gab-f-.t '..■■.'.' 
!•;.' • •( . '{Bf Signet.) 

• N* B; fEheiaaid Charter was' ordered *o be registered by 
Kiag Ctftarks tike Fir^ ui the books of the Lyon!aKiiig of 
tffai», H«fafc)'« Office, ^dinbung. 
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n T^e Mbwing particidars of the lots x»f His Majesty^s frW 
jgaste the Trib^me, at the .entranee of flalifai^ harbour, are 
#xlf^act«d. frqen the Halifax Journat of lldl. 
: Htidijfkx, J^w. 30, ll97,.^The incknchaly fate of Hia 
Maje&tj^s tfaip La Tnibune, baving for the pai^t week occu« 
pied th^ att^ion Off every feeling • nitnd^ we coooeived it our 
d^ity ta collect, as liar a« poBsibte, all the ciraimBtances 
wrhichi attiand ikt fatal disaster | net only {osf the satisfaction 
of the jpublic m genet aK but particularly for the information 
«f the iriieadaof the unfortunaste'Siit^erers, and of tlie fortunate 
iurvivprs* dt is « talo replete with wo, and the .description 
f^&a by Ibose who kaiire survived the disasters, of tho 
borrars. of the. closing scene, ^and the dismal night that 
followed, could* we do: justice in thds;sh6rt nanrative, to their 
^^escriptiim, would haarromr up fh^ leeliags of the most ca-tbus 

/ LaTjKibune was onoQfth* finest frigates^ in His Majeaty^g 
tserv^ice, mounted 44 guns, and was lately Gaptured by Capt* 
^illiscms in the Unicorn frigate. She was commanvded by 
Capt. S. Barker, and sailed, from Torbay the 2^ September, 
as<6ohvoy to t%e Quebec and Newfoundland fteetb. In tat* 
49. 14-teng* 17. 29* She fell in with and spoke His Majes* 
ty'sship Exper'nnent from this place, out 12 days.' — She lost 
sight' erf all berconvoyOct* 19, in lat. 46 J6. lo^g. 32. 11.— 
On Thursday morning last, they discovered this harbour a* 
hout ^a^ o^clock, and .the wiiid- beirg. at £•£«.£• the^ a|!« 
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^6acb«d it very test', vhen Capt. Bifirk^ pir^sed to th« 
master to la V the ship too titl they could obtain a'Fikit; the 
niMteir replied, he l^ad beat a 44 gun ship into tlit haf bcw^w 
that he had been freqjuemhr herej and th^tthei^ was ih]» occa^^ 
ifon for a Pilot, as the wm ifas fai».^ Confiding ni tiiese* 
Insurances, Capt. Barker wciil bebw, and was {bratuno^ 
employed in amngi^g <ome pa^i^ he wisl^ to take on afabrer 
with him. The master in the meaif iime.ta\^g upon Mm ihef 
pilotage of the ship, aiid pacing gfeat depetid«tH:e ci|ii thiQ 
judgment of a negro man by the n W? of John Caseyf ^whq 
had formerir belonged here) whqra l^e ha^ placed f6|n»ar«k 
to con the ship. About 19 o^clpqk the ship had amHt>ached 
so near ttf the Thrub Cap Shoals, that the masler becaine 
alarmed, and seal for Mr* Cralvin the mia^er tqa^e,. who waf 
sick below* On his coming on deck, he heand the tnani iw 
the chains sing om ^^ by the ina^k fire,'' the binck man for*; 
waid at the sanie time shtging OMt V |teadyf'^— Calvih got'oa 
one of the Carronades to observe the situation of tbe ship, tfasr 
master in much agitation at the; same tjm^ ^ikkig the wheel 
from the man wno was steering, wit-h an intent tq wear the 
ship. Bat before this could be eiiected, 'on Galvin able ta 

5ive an opinion, she struck. Gapt. Bavkei^ iqstaiiUy caine onj 
cck and* reproached the master witb having lost the ship — ^ 
Seeing Galvin also on deck, be addressed faifn,' a^ said, (as 
he knew he had formerly sailed outqf this harltKmr) ^hat he 
was much surprised he could stand by and see the masten 
run the ship on shore* Galvinf informed the Captain he had 
not been on deck long enough to give an opinion*. Signals of 
distress were immediately made and answered by the mttitary 
posts, aqd the ships in the harbour. Boats from all tlie 
miKcary posts, from His Majesty^s ships and the dock^vard, 
proceeded to the relief of La Tribune* The milttanr boats; 
and one of the boats fiipln thf dock yafd, with Mr* nackum 
boatswain of the Ordinaity, ^ eaphf d the ^^ip^ l>ttt the othen 
boats though inakifig the greatest exertions, were not able, 
the wind l^ing so much against thefn, to get pn board* 

The ship was immediately lightened fay t(wowi^g ail her 
guns, except pi^e retained for, sigtials^' over board, sind every 
other heavy article, so that at about hal^fiast eight b^kxrk in 
the evenins^ the $hip began to heave, and about • she got oiT^ 
ivom the shoals* 8be had before at about five or six o^clock , 
lost her rudder, and o^ waminatiou it was i^QVf found jthartr 



afae had Hveolectwaterin the bold. Thechnlnpumps wet»i' • 
laraedutdj nannecl, and such exertions made, U»t tbe^ 
•eenedto gun on the'lvakB, and by advice of Mr. Rackum,- 
tke Caplaia ordered to let gp the besi bovtt anchor. Tbif 
^M donp, but i^ did not bring her up. Tm Captaia then- 
orderpd ihe^if tpi cut the cable, aod the jib afiid fo^e top mati 
fity latt were hojMcd to eiear by, A fl thia ti|ne th« violent < 
g*K which' had cpjne on feoin the S. £. kept increasing 
asd ^rnring tb^ tp the ^psMrn ahore. In a ahqit time, 
ihesmallbdiverapchocFaf let go, at which time lh«y found 
tbemaelTes in about thirl|?en fatbpm water. The liiisen maat 
wai then out sfvay. If, yr^i noy ahput 10 oVIock!, the wateii' 
gainifig nist pn tbteVhip, lit[.lp bop^ peaiained of saving th« 
sbm or ^iipir liye^ 4>t this piiitlcal {Kfiod LJeuU rampbell 
ignitttd t^ abtp. Lie'iH. Nooth >i'a§'Ul[9nioto the boat out 
of oneof the porta. Lirat, J^in^ pf'^V ttoy«l Nova Seoti^' 
regiment not being (q t}e fiiu^dj ^aa m unigfelanate as to ret 
pnin, and to the great distMss of bis ^gtthy parents anij 
friends abaced the general fate, From the period when Lieat^ 
Can^fibeli qinit^ the sbip, all the hopes cif safety bad.Tanisht 
cd the ship jras sinking fast, the siorm was i^reasing with 
redoubled violence, the Tf^Ys fhore to which tliey were apf 
proaching, t^soufiding with the tccinehdous nois* of the biU 
lows wUch rolled towards it, predated tioibing to those wba 
wight survive the sinking of ihe'ship, btft th« expectation of a 
more paipful death, frp^ ^M* S dabbed agaiast those tremeHd« 
9UB |irecif%:e^, i»hich ercnif) thf paljne^ day, it ifrahnost 
imposeibletoascend^ ■ ■ " 

DonlQp, one p( the sHryivors, infiann* ui, that ^ about half 
past ten, as nearly as he ^oiild conjecture, onp pf the tnea 
who had been befpw, cafue to hifq pn the ftwerasUe, and ttAi 
him the slop ^ra^ sinking — m a fe^ minutes aftw, the ship 
fcxA a lijh^ as a bpat will ^^ff) npariv filled with water 
■nd gc^ng down ; i|»inediately op )rhicb, Dunlap began la 
*a^cend the fore shroud, and ai[ tt^e s^e monieat, eastii^ his- 
eyes toward^ the q - _ . . fpU Baiter ittandine 

- by the gangway, ar &ter, and directly at' 

ler beard him call I yt the same time saw 

the Lieut, of Marini tc tafirail, he wppos- 

,ed to look for the _ ^ 1 been previouely let 

down with tour men in her — but ii^tantly the ship took a 
^fla4 \^^^t ^^ *uait to the h&Uom ^ aftc^ which, neithec' 
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tbe Cuptajsi Mr nny othei* of the afllcera werese«fii«*-Tli^ 
s^ene, sa|Gci«ntIy ^treftaing before^ bebanieiiow!t)eeaIrafij 
Qwful ^--Huor^ than 240 Q|en,ibeside$ seyetal woi»eniaiid chkW 
drarii were ilqating on the waVes, makkig tfa^ir<la^ effi^its uy 
prcderve tlieil existence. Diiniap, whom ve have before 
mentignedy gaiiled (he iqre lop* Mn Qalvin,' the i<teKif^r!s^ 
mat04 afler incredible difficulty,, got into the joftia tap-^he 
iraA belo)v wbeo th^ erhip'isonk,' direetiog the nitm, at Iha 
c^hairi pump, lie was ^washeduplhe hatchitajr, thvqwn* u0x» 
the waist, and frcn ihence into the watelr^ ai|a hie feet as he 
phinged aCruclc'tf rQo^<^-^a asGeMing, he' iWam to gain the 
maid sbiouds, when he wals suddenly seized hold of ^ three 
mea-^be w^ pow afraid he itas lost — fp disengage^ himself 
froDb them be mitde a dive into the .watei% which i^vhioed 
them to iq4iJl' (4ieir bold. On rising again he. swank' to %be 
fllifottd^ aind ^hnrivod at the atain top^ and Mtt^eA hiibself oi» 
an ars^•cheM<whkh wafi lashed to the itia«ty 
; Fx(xa the obsepvationf of Mr^ Galvin from the mmw top^ 
and of l>imhep in the fore tpp^ its appears th^t nedt a hun-r 
dred persons 'were for a considerable time iiangin^ iq tbe^ 
obfouds, the tops, a^d other parts pf tlve wreck ; out from 
the extreme length of the night and the severity of the i^totm^ 
nature became exhausted, and they kept at all periods of tbe 
ttigbt dropping off, and disappearing. — The cries and groanii 
of t^e unhappy sufferers, from 'the In-iiises many of Ifaem 
had reedved) arid as their hbpes'^fdieliv^eranc^ began to feit 
liherai mere confiniied tbrough the nigbt, theugh maiomiag 
appeared, from the few that then survived, it became feeble 
kideed I the whole nnmber saved from the wieck ainoiiRlmg 
lo eight 'persons, and several of them so exfaanisted, as^ to be 
indifltepent whethei* they were taken oflf or not* 

Mr. Galvin meneions that about 12 o^cIock, the mnift masC 
gave way? at ih»t time, he suppose^; thei^ were «n t&e mail* 
1^ and on the sUrodds upwards of 40 persons. ' By the Mir 
of the mast the whole were again phinged into thel water, and * 
of fbatAUmbier duly nine, besides himself regained the^M^p. — 
't'he top rested upon the mam yard, and the whole remaiAed. 
fiwt toiihje ship by sAme of the rigging. Of the ten personsr 
wbitch regained the m^in top fotir only were alive when the 
nrraruiBg appeared; ten \rere at that time adive on th« fote 
top, but Aree of them had got so exhausted, and had hecomej 
SO Unable to J^clp tbetpselves, tiiat before a^ny . reUef ^aina^ 



ikey fm^ S»d\y hashed ^it^aj; three 6th«rB pemtauetf, ^ 
four oi>ijr were alsQ finally left alive in the fore top. 

The piaoe where ihesbip went down, wa9 only about threir 
times bei" Itm^h to the southward of the tnirance mto Hcer 
ting Co¥e« < Tk& people came down b the night to (he point 
<ippo$ite to w ^f!9 th^ ship ftluikt and kept large £re6, and 
Di^re Mfteav a« toxoo verse with Ihepeopie on the wreck* 
The firBt^iorapQ whiish w&s m^e for their relief, was by a 
boy of ibirtQen ymv^ old from Herring Cove, who ventured 
•if ia a esnali skiff hv hiffiself, abpat eleven o^clock the next 
^y, aivi tim truly QeierriDgyouiigJadf with great exertions^ 
and at e^itteilie mk to himself, ventured to approach the 
wreak, and backed in his little boat so near to the fore top 
as ^lake off Imp of the men, for the jboat could not with safe^ 
tjr hold any 0>or6 ; and here a trak of geaerou» magnaniiolt 
ty occurred, which deserves to be noticed. Punlap anc)[ 
Monroe, had throughout this disaMmtis night, providefitialljT 
preserved their strength and spirits, beyond their uoibrtuat 
ale coBipanioofi, and they had endeavoured to cheer and en? 
courage them as they found tbeir spirits sinking ; they wer# 
h09i li^tb of them able to have stepped into the boat, and put 
an end to tiieir own sufferings ; but their other two compani; 
ons, though alive^ werd unable to lielp themselves; they lay 
exhausted on the top; .wished not io bedisturbed^ and seem- 
od desiroii6^6 perish, as they lay^ Those generous fellows 
besitated toota - moment jto> remain liiamselres on the wrecks 
and tosave^ though against/their will, <their. unfortunate cqqw 
pauaioBs; tJioy .lifted them up, and by the greateat e^ertion^ 
got Ui^aainta tha little sliiff^^^and .the oiaaly boir ik^wed thejn; 
triumphantly to the Cove, and instantly had them conveyedl 
toe comfovtablei habitation*' After shaming. by his example 
eUer pi^rsoHs, who had : larger boats, he put off again in bisr 
akiff, but with all his efforts^ he could not^agaiiv approach tikdi 
wreck. His example however, was jaQ6R foUowed by.ib;^ 
men in the Tribune's joIly?*baat, and by some of the boatp oi"- 
ihe Coivev and by their joint exertions the eight .men wjere 
preserved, who,' with ifie four that escaped in, the joUy-boatf 
Qiaka the whoie number of the^sotitary survivors of this finet 
i^ipV compafyy* : ' . : . . 

Some h^v^ be^* disposed to .blame Captain .Barkei:4 >as ex«^. 
bibhif^rloa much obafiinacy in iioi abandoning the ship ian9: 
pmserving.his crew, aa a^ violent storm was endeadly :^pT, 



{MacKiAg \ bist oti eicamiiiing tlie mii HW titfe 4ttfvhr«^t 
we find, (tbougb other offlcen in the same nUIMion might 
have formed a differeiit judgitient) that the coiidtiet of Capt* 
Barker was tbrcNighoiit th^ trf tttg acfaie e(Mf4etely ciAfi mid 
<:ollected-^Thoitgh frdih th^ iiiatoer i<i which the trhip had 
been rttri ashore^ no blaole tltiuM stttaeh tb hinit yet h^ toold 
not reedhcile it tb hiidself tOiJ^^ so flieie a ship withoirt mak^ 
ing ^tery exertidn to me heri Hatiiig by thte greatest e& 
forts eotisiderabljr Ugbtened hef^ h^ had reason to liippose 
she might get off before high itatciv-^he made nd i^er while 
she lay a^hdund^here were therefore grtet hdpes^ if she 
could not .that night have been got up the harbour^ that she 
might with safety have been brdught to ailchd^ itild have rode 
out the gale. When she finally got off^univeraai jdy was diffused 
throughout the ship---evei'V smui thotiffht the dbi^t of their 
joint dforts was attained^^bilt the rac^id itfaniler m which the 
water poured into her, soon dampea their joy, and phinged 
Ihem into despair* Had the ship beait finaify savechby the 
great exertions which were nlade te effect it, every mm 
would have praised Capt« Barkery and norwitfast^itdifig 
those exertions failed, we think we may justly say in the I^uh 
guage of Addison:-^ 

*^ ^is not in mortals tb Command success 

^^Barker did more ^ he.did deserve it J' 
•' To his memory therefore^ and that of thi brate fellow 
sufferers, the comnberation of their countrymen is justly due 
-^From every ffenerous heart they will receive that co»iiiis« 
eratbn; and while the mind runs over the whole tfying^cenef 
the tears which must involuntarily flow wiU embata their 
memory* 

Having closed the general scene, we think it will not be 
^acceptable to our readers if we mHice the conduct of some 
individuals — A Quarter-Master belonging to the ship by the 
name of MKiregor had his wife cm bMra ; they wece a res« 
pectable couple, and greatly attaohed to each other.^ MK3re^ 
goTt from his affecdonate solicitation for her safety^ endea« 
voured to persuade her^ while Uie ship lay on the shoals^ to 
go ashore in one of the boats which came off from the isiand, 
as his mind would be more at ease, could he put her in a 
place of safety — ^to his solicitations she replied, ^ that she 
never would abandon him ; if it waa his lot tO' permhi she 
wished not to survive him : finding it in yatn. to urge h^r 6sf^ 
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.^ler, ke d^iiCdi fytm ik$ Mempt, a«d «be afterwards «barei 
(be jeomoam fate. A considerablt time after the ship was 
loiinoleved^ a man was 'disoOvrred swimmine towards the 
^f eik* Oa hi« approaching near it was founa to be McGre- 
gor; te inliriRea bis oonrades who were hanging to the 
wreck, that be had swaiA towards the shore; tl^t he had 
ventured as fer as he could with safety into the surf, and found 
if he went further he sbould be dashed to pieces, and he cau^ 
lioBed then all tQ avoid making the like attempt, but if pos- 
sible to hold bjr tlie wreck. He himself gained the maia 
f bi!Oiidst and remained there till the mast gave way, and then 
met the sane fute as his mifortimate consort, whosa death he* 
was continually. deploring while on the shrouds. 
. Dunlap relates another instance which occurred, which, 
though it may appear ludicrous, after the distressing scenes 
we have noticed, is too descriptive of that cool thoughtless^, 
ness of danger thai so often cnstinguishes our British Tars, 
that it wotttd be tnexcoeable to omit iu-^Daniel Munroe, one 
of the siirvivoi^, had, as well as Dunlap, got into the fore top« 
After a while he disappeared, and it wan concluded he had 
been washed aw«y with many others ; after an absence fron\ 
the. top of about two hours, he suddenly peeped his head up 
the lubber hole to the surprise of Dunlap, who enquired 
where he had beeji ; he said he had been cruising for a bet- 
ter birth ; and it appeared that after swimming about the 
wreck for a -cos^iderabletime', he had returned to the fore* 
shcoudSf and crawled in on the Cat*harpins, and had actual^ 
ly been to sleep there more 4han an hour, and he said he was, 
and really appeared to be, gk'eatly refreshed* , 

Mr* Brennan of the PoCK-Yard, who had gone on board* 
with Mr* Racknm, after the sinking of the ship, had got oa 
the main top, and remaiiied there till the main*ma8t gave way, 
and never alter seen* 

While noticing the immediate disasters of the ship, we fop« 
bore to mention the fate of one of the boats which had gone 
from Geoi^e^s Island* About 'nine o'clock as the ship went 
off, the boat got under the ship's bow, and Was upset ;. by this 
circumstance a part of the men,- consisting of two Serjeants 
and four privates of the RoyaL.Nova Scotia Regiment were 
unfortunately drowned ; the remainder were taken up by the 
boj^t belonging to the Eastern Battery* 
^,. T90 m^Ach pfraise cannot be ^ivcn to the men who manned 
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^?t><Ats, ftnd prticutarly t4 s^tjediit Butcet", dtKftli#%Mfll 
trew who perserered in followrmg \hm skip, and fin^Iljr 
Brought off Lieiit». Csfb^betl m4 NmcIi of the R«yat F«h^ 
"Miersr Or^atpraitoe k also da« «» Ike dotk-y wiA kvttt, whkfei 
Carried Mr- Rackom on board, ikey-foUowad die akip ol a 
short distance, till ahefeunderedy and w{A extreme dffficvtty 
at leagtk' reacked Merriiijg Cove.^ We are sorry to.ttieitioi» 
that Mr- Rackum-, whose e9ertiafi9 on baai^ La Vtibttae tc^ 
preserve the shipv ^ere grateftiliy aekiieirtedgM, perisketi 
il^khr tihtf unhappy skip's company^ 

Having tteniioned all the dtsaBtMnr efipcvnisCafwes wllkfai 
Ihive attended this dbtsetMi^ scene^^iHisiPitk'pteasuite w€^ 
npw notice' tke attention ^hk)i kas^ been» paid loathe widowat 
and children of the unfortunate safferersw Mis- Royat Bigh* 
ness Plrince Edward, with that unifenti gaaeresity whieh kas^ 
distinguished his- Royal Iffighisess daring his> residence ialki^ 
Pk^ovince^ directed' immediate pr^mioiT W he nade'iirtke' 
Bereaved fttinflies) and there is reason to Kope tkrMgfc kuA 
Royal Highness^representatioiis, that proMsioti^wiH He mad^ 
as permanent as their suft^ringsw^ Actions like these dijinify^ 
even Kings, and'add splendour ^ the highest raait* 

* Besides the attention shewn by hi^ Rfoya) IKgha^ssy. a- S^ 
beral subscription has been made "by tke garrisons fiw the wi-i- 
dows of thesoldiers who were dvowaed^ and fov tl^e~ laeistwko* 
manned the boatsw 

* There is anothcr^nstamce of generosity whicfc tlie ©cea- 
iion seems^ to^ require, andit seems to be the earnest wish of 
the men who wefe s^ed ffoiri'the m^clk; it i* that some re*- 

?ard may be bestowed on the Roy whovfiifst eame'olTto them.- 
hey attribute in a great ihcasure their ddiirerance^ttjhimy 
an^ they mentipn^^with the warmest gratitude, not only hi^ 
iftxertion^ to save them from fhe wreck, but hia Wnd and ho*- 
pitable attention to reliieve them after they had' reached th^ 
Cove. Surely if a subscription was set on foot, thef»e is not ar 
man in the country wHo would not give sbraething ta rewards 
and encourage so. young aniiistanee of humane and heroia: 
6iagnanimity. 

Mr. diib, tlje master Of La Tribune; was master; of the- 
Active frigate when sHe-was rtm ashore on the isIiaHid of Mv^ 
ticostj. Mr; Fennel, the first Xieut. and Mr. Galvin, the mas^ 
C6r's mate jvere both formerly prisoners at Giiadaloup^ witA 
Ct4* Wetheralii and were all foe a eonsidefabta timaokaittadi 



kfiMr kgi t^gjedbetv I4e«t.» Femel 4$i^9A lo liMrtft 

«f ftipe 6])ip^ft^Gafl|paAjri't%e Iqm ^f Lie«iu reQael saeias peG%- 
IfiA wfV^H kwwH 9gt^^ wM kk ii^^ ^ j^e^tv^ ^^ «af 

jta^lm^^q sMiil). iMiMi i^^pmm wmng t%« «Mf .«^ li^v 

|b^4]^yi«M|09 vj^ili rmck^ ibP^» liei^ff % '9mt pj^^ 

Isfir^ ir»t L,iei»t^ai|t a:i»(MVM femifl^ eecmd ii». TlMiqM 

KMs)|ipp|W} Oh^^ I^Hchi^ do-i Jic^q CMdsl^, .do.;; 
H^illiAfl Qr9^«)ll«, d^; WilUaH) fialQjr, Ci|pUiii'» C(esk$ 



, JT1pr<•fl*P^J«^ouAv^<;5«Kft8ayvA«g9§tale.Ut^ 
4)^a^ljbii^ii«{»mil9al^ WiUij^m I^mn^ Lieut»[ianlrCiavernQf 
m4 C^nifii^Mpdeipiq^Mef of )|i% IjUiestj'^ havipce ^ U^ 
tiwimeoff Bay^ wuii dif Aon^iiraUt lalm VVWi^l^^H) ^^ 
^atrf, LieiU€Aiaiit-Goverim( of New flamp^hire, and |4ajjop 
Mae^arotM^ d&)«gBled bom his M^J^aty^« Pr^vinjce pf Noya 
ticdtia, €#aclttded a peac^- with We»efl|oy6t, Cbiaf ' Sacfa,€t» 
Wd Sltga<Mr# ai the PeMb«coi Tribct We tiyen w^«^, P€i$^ 
jdy io flatter ourselveS) that a fQumiaHon w^ l^d for soxatp 
hmiitig pea0( with t^i^se Ureacherdiis n^^ives* Not but liiat 
lie were well aware of the r^mtow and feeble (oat that peacf^ 
was bailc on; ei^ one tribe pf the Indians appearing ^nd 
i«K:tHig HI it* Nevertlielesf) they had ^uifered so much ia 
$k^ Imi short ^ar^ tbrpugh ibe ble^siog Qf God ujp90 th^^ 
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£penlamuig t6 Nora ScDtia^ That a prioper oitiuoaiidti maj 
Qiade •£ tbe evf«at iif (keae «acri^e3, jour Cimmittet 
deem it emedii^lt hopt t» lAseit a 4isteriptiiin of iht^ . boimdar 
ries of tlie troviQte ff Nova S^ia^ at Bet.\Xt4 9^ «^bUfibf 
ed bj his preceot Mnje$tj aftet the pea^ce of 1764, wkw diej 
were r^latad and pef maiusAtly id^d bjr Ihe CoslliJatioA 
dajtoii i» Sepieiiiber, } 763^ g^an^ bj hit Maje^J^ wder tbt 
Gi-eaft Seal of dreal ^rit^iio^ ^ppok)tui{; Bfcmt^^^ Wilm^ 
EsquiK, to hit Captaiii-Geiiefa} and QQ^^pju^Hn-chi^ Qvet 
ikik Fc^k^ ; and his ]H^|eaiy hy that GomioiAsioii thought 
proper to retain this Provjiice wuhia A^ followtqg li(nit«4 
(that is to 6ay ; ^^ To the noi^ward, our faid Province shall 
lic^ bouad^d hy Ibe southern boundary qf oui^ Ptonnocfi (^ 
Quebec, as f al* a« ihe western extremity of (hiR Qay Det 
Cfaalears ; to die e^vrard^ by the s^id JBfay ^d t)K Ghilf of 
St. Lawrence to ihe Cape ^r PromqiitOKy called Cape Brer 
ton, ia the klatd 0S thai banie, |ncl||diflg thflii Uaaldy ibe Is* 
land of Sl Joiin\ and all ojlheF |slaodfi within aix leasSiiea of 
the coast ; tp tbe southward, by t)i€ Atlantic Oceai), fip<»a 
the aai4 Cap.e to Cape tSable, inchiding the Island of thai 
naeie) apd a}(«iher islands w^hin forty lieqigiies qf tli^.o^afit^ 
wtdl all the rights, niembers and appuctenapces whataocmr 
thereunto belonging ; and to the westward, aUhoogfa.aui said 
Province ^hath anciently extended and doth qf right .eitend 
fts far as the River Pentagonett or Penqb^eiot, ft shall -be^ 
bounded by a line drawn from Cape Sable across the eat 
trance of the Bay of Fundy to the mouth of tbe River Saint 
Crpit, by th^ said river to hs source, and by a line drawa 
due north from tbtac^ iq the southern boundary of our Cok)i' 
tiy of Quebec." 

Your Committee fitid, that the whole of the tetritQiry €Oin» 
Ipreliemded wUhin this boundary, was represeat^. in the Ge^ 
serai Assem1)1y of this Province, and ki^slated iotb^^As^ 
sembly, becng governed as one Body Politic, the udoa and 
constitution ^irf'yhicli was consideited settled, until ios Majes^ 
ty was advised to separate from it the Island of St. Jcdin, no9 
Called Prince Edward's Island. This separation your com* 
mittee cannot admit to have been strictlv legal ; for hi& Ma^ 

i*csty, having exercised the Powers of Sovereign by solemn^ 
y incorporating the whole of this country into one gov^n^ 
ff sat, and having established its constitution, and^the l^sla^ 
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tua^ by iknj subseq^eM' act, fet^ke, oltcr^ or annul the tame^ 
This nepiratipii) how^vety was improvidentljr made, 16 gfttr 
lify aeverkl •peculaciyc ilieorisU ; who projected a Proprief 
tfeiry Govenm^Dt on a nevr system^ that was to eshibit an 
^nproTed forei of Colonial Administration ; tbit project fail^ 
fd, avid laid the foundation of the depressed and ruinQiia 
9tate in Which that fine inland still remains, and^ obtigejd hii 
Maje^t J, on the Proprifetors^ relinquishiaig th« poivef of gov* 
eminent, tare-asamiie Ibe Sovereigmj which they were or 
MMd to sarrender, from a tola) inability lo conduct }U 
' 'Flins Ibrngs r^tnafaiednnYtit the first war with Ameticay dn** 
|ing which m% Mcgestj subdoed and coiM|uer^ that part of 
Aie ancient Province e( Nora Scolia lying between the St^ 
Croix and the River Penobscot, and was inf possession of the 
ilfame^ when the peace of tH^ was made^ Bj that unfertur 
miBife treaiy, ^ whole ol that terftotyi^ togetber with the 
best half of the Rrovince of Canadaty of which we were in f«H 
poesctfsion, were sitrrendered to the Uixil^ States, tc^ether 
lifitb aH tbe Fisheries of Noira Scotia, and free accesa to all 
•IIP ba^boora and chores* 

' Sb<itt)j aftir this^ his Majeslj was advked to take awaj 
from t)ie Pronrinee of f(ova Scotia more tbair three-fiftha of 
]l8 teiTrfory,wbicbwa9 erected into a separate Pronnee, caUr 
ed New mitnswick ; tlofs taking from Nota Scotia a conntrf 
lirfoicb^iiie had settled and improved at a great expense, and! 
for whtch she bad coirtfacted a brge debt, not a shilling ef 
wfaicb wa9 assimied by Hew Bnin&wTck ; besides which, an 
knagfoary boundary was described for the two Provinces, 
which remains to^this ehy an unsettled matter of dispute be- 
tween them 'r ami soiar aa it can be ascertained, has divided 
the township of Cumberland, which had been twenty yearn 
incorporatea under the laws of Nova Scotia, placing the hdM 
of it in the Provinci^ of Hew Brtmswick, and leaving the other 
half with Ko««a Scotia. Besides this, the iaiand of Cape Bre- 
ton was separated from the free government it enjoyed as b. 
part of Nova Scotia, and this line island was erected n)to a 
gotermnent to be legislated lor by a Governor and Council ; 
and yet remains' a wildcmfess, in a-moyt distressed and forloim 
•tate. Nova Scotia, after sneering such a variety of dismem* 
berments, remained silent and without complaining* 
V WkBn the second An^kan War commenecxl^ lae bquwl** 
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Heft c^f thtft Pforinee r^mained^ as will appear by the Cafttati^ 
Generarl^ CommiBsion to Sir George PreTost, under theGreat 
Seal of Great Briiain, which describes the llmilft of it to be 
as foliowS) vie* ^^ Bounded on the westward by a line drawn 
kom Cape Sable across the entrance to the centre of 
the Bay of Fundy ; to the Northward by a line atong 
the centre of the aaid Bay to tlie< mouth of the Musquat River, 
by the said River to its source ; and from thence, by a due 
£a»t line, acrost the Isthmus into t}ie. Bay Verie, to the 
Eastward, by the said Bay and the Gulf of St. Lawren<^e to 
the Cape or Promontory called Cape Breton, in the Inland 
of that name; including the eajdishnd, the klanii of Saint 
John^s, and all other Islands within six leagues of the coast ; 
and to the Southward, by the Atlantic Ocean^ from the said 
Cape to Cape Sable aforesaid, including the Island of that 
same, and all oth^r islands within forty leagues of the coasr^ 
with all the rights, members Md appurtenances thereto he^ 
longing/' 

Gloomy as the prospect of this war appeared to His Maje^ 

ty's subjects in witish America^ they met it with fortitude | 

and their sufferings and apprehensions were ^cheered #fth tbe 

hope, that a part of the evils with which the Treaty (rf 1 783 

abounded, would be remedied^ so far at least as it respected 

boundary* But the Treaty of Ghent was concluded just at 

tne time when we beheld toe resources of the United States 

exhausted, and when their inability to continue the war much 

longer with any effect was manifest ; thcri w^re our best hopes 

frustrated, and the only consolation left to u^ was, that tbe 

United States had by the declaration of war forfeited the 

rights they held under the Treaty of 1783, fo participate in 

our fisheries, and to enter our harbours with their vessels ; 

but the recent Convention has deprived us of this our last re< 

'Source, and left us almost without hope; 

' Your Committee having its attention called to the exertions 

•of the United States, in constructing fortifications on fhefron-i 

.tier inland Navigations upon a gigantic seale«» and military 

roads of vast extent. Your Committee would be happy tq 

.iriew these great public woi'ks as peaceful projects for the ik* 

ternal improvement of a civilized nation; but when your 

*Com!nittee trace the line of direction,^ which these* works are 

taking, and couple thorn with the i-ecent invaKion of the:Flo* 

irida^i ihe murder of British subjects) for no otbec cause^^ui 



Afelt iHcy-^qre j^iti)dh ^u^jectft^ and the «lttermihatiOti of th^ 
.indians, be|(;aa3e ibejr wepe rfriencily U> /Greaii firitaifi) yo^if 

CommtUce c^npot forbe^ pressing Ofi the rf;pn.»ideratian p^ 
^boih^tlouBCS, tfie necessity there k for the Mother Cp^try 
.to cr^unlefacttpea^ures Qf this «ort^ by undertajking-and costh 
4^1eting vrntk^ on a oitnilar scale, a line of foirtificaUopp on thp 

frontier) an i|iland pai^igation, to coiptnenc^ f^t^tsxtoppints-r- 
iFicst, at the bja^rbqitf of Haljf^x, to foFip a comaiM^catiQiii 
.with the Bay of.Fuf|dy.bj ttie way of thj^Sbub^nacadie l.ake^* 
/Tl^is nayigatkm h&B beei^ accurately purveyed, i^ practics^ 
.bility ful^ estabiilbedvand the estiipfite of the i^jxpense ex- 
actly ascertained) not to esxceed materially %\\% wm ^( 

£36,000 ; this; navigation should be cf^ntinuGd 4r^n^ tl\ehea{l 
.Df the Bay of Pundy at Fort Cqipl^rlapd to theJB^F of Vefte^ 
-ivhich from bw water^mark on the one .side)4o low wrat^t- 
ftnark on thfs other, wpt^ld not exceed the distance of>«igl]^ 
.miles; ^t9 pr;^tjicaiQfilky ^ a small iraqiense cannot bedpubf* 
fid \ and thus, a dirept comnnunication would be 9peped i^* 

tjiveeii ItalifeT, tl^ Bay of Fundy, and the jRiver St. Law* 
.rencie, by which the present, ctre^itou»9 loii^fiQd ijafigeroqs 
•iimvigad<|fiwpnld iyefivp^d* 

The second inland navigation should commfuce at M<^ 
.ti«al,.apd procetd hf the Ottawa or Great tUir^, anu by 
rihe Rid^u,t,o |CiAgstc^;On L^e Pntario ; and aj^p.by thp 
fQpeat River to Lake JNi^ssing^ and from th^ce by ii^ 
.River t>n Franco^ int^o ueprgian ^;iy in LaJ^e^uron. Afi 
Ao the practicability of tl^ese navigations, thoro can-be Jip 
^dpubt; ^nd the e3q>ense "Will be r.ery hmall, when compared 
.with the w:orks i^w carrying,pA. pif a like kind jn ti^ :U);i|te(l 

States. As to ibe advantages ijn >peace or frar^ one look a^ 
;the maps of the ipt^rioi' will be sufficient to poi/^t ^t^em pnj* 

the present, communicaktipn with Quebec through tfie i^t^jt* 
rpr^ is more a water than a iand carriage ; from Halifax to 
.the head pf the Peticodiac, thenei^ np^w :a gopd road, and 
jwhere this road tunjis to Frederidpn on, St. 4obfVs ,iriver, ^ 
jt^iUtary.roaid should commence, ^d nroceedl)^ the he^d qf 
.the' Nashwack . Ijiiy^t^ the . liead oi t}\e jMirim^M^h^ lliver, 2^nfl 
lt|ieh?ad of Ristigouche (liver, juatil jt joins the ro^onthp 
4|l^e of the ^. t^wrence, opposite |o<theJ$)e^^.^ . 

This jrpad swoutd 4>peB a i^ne country for eS^ifli^vf^U ^^Pf^ 
^^rould connect .Halifax and t\refd^cton wUh«(^et^ec; ,ii|j[ 
jinlerce{t^if9is f^pm waU^ w^d ^ .^lR(l^<i^ %)aU.t^icF^ 



t'cfng diirtant from the frontier on the'St. Job'n% wouH^rte 
support to that line in case of war, without danger of inter- 
Tuption from the enemy. These worksj though not expensiv^^ 
exceed the present resources oJ the Colonies ; but would 
soon be repaid ta the Mother Country by the vast advan- 
tages they would lay open to all British America. Beside* 
which^ these works would give employment to the emigrants^ 
•who wotrid derive from them on their arrival immediate sup- 
port, such as wcmld shortly enable them to settle with advan- 
tage. Public works of this kind in the United States are one 
.of the great inducements to emigrants to resort to that coun- 
try for immediate support, as they generally exhau3t all their- 
little means in the expenses of their outward passage.' 
• Your Committee are of opinion' that it is immediately ne- 
cessary that the Colonies, in addition to the privileges their 
DOW enjoy, shouldbe allowed the same freedom of trade witH 
all the world which the people of the United States have ac- 
quired. Secondly, by laying out lands in alt parts on whicfk 
settlers may be immediately and advantageously located^ 
without wandering as they do now in search of situations. 
Thirdly, by totally.prohibiting passengers from- embarking 
in foreign vessels, unleiss by special passports, and taking oflT 
the unnecessary restrictions imposed on British ships carry- 
ing passengersv Fourthly, by a dbty imposed oh British 
salt, shipped in foreign vessels, so as to give the carrying of 
that article across the Western Ocean for the supply of Ame- 
rica, to British' shipping;. Fifthly, hy excluding foreign ves- 
sels from taking salt from' Turk'is Islands. Sixthly, by al- 
lowing and encouraging the merchants and fishermen eni- 
ployed in the United States in the Whale and Cod Fishery^ 
to retnove with their effects and settle in this Province ; and 
by naturalizing the foreign built vessels, which may bring' 
with them, so fir as to enable them* to- employ them with thfe 
privikges of British -vessels, while only employed* in the fish- 
ery. Seventhly, by establishing two British Governments^ 
on the Labrador Shore and Straits of Bellbisle, to secure- 
British interests from encroachment. Eighthly, by adopt- 
ing such regulations as will prevent the vessels of the United 
States from abusing the indulgencies granted to them by thfe- 
late Convention, and by limiting their right of entering the* 
harbbiiri^'df the British Colonies for shelter, or to procurfe- 
'^^Kes'of wood or water, except in case of real neccsslt;^* 
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J^ }astlyv^7 Te-uniting the Islands of Prince Edward M^i 
Cape. Breton to ihis Province. By adopting such measures, 
jour Coracnittee are of opinion, that the Colonists would sooa 
he able to counteract ihe advantages which the United States" 
have acquired by the late Convention ; and by the rapid ac- 
quisition of wealth and papulation, British America would; 
opcin a correq)onding increase in the consumption of British, 
toanufactures ; and united witli .the Mother Country, by the. 
strongest *ies of interest and consanguinity., we should con- 
vince the people of the United States, ihat their efforts to be- 
•^ome successful itivals to Great Britain were in vain ; to 
which may be fairly added, that revenue .whidi the increase 
Ing^prosperity of the country would soon enable British Ame-' 
afica to coutribute. Thesp are a few of the many advantages 
which you 1^ Committee. foresee would soon be derived from 
-Great Britain abandonii\ga narrow contracted policy, totally; 
.inappiicffbleto-thejpresent state of her North American Colo- 
ijies, and generously extending her|)aeui|iary aid in cortiitruc-, 
ting, as natioual works, the important projects to which jrour 
Committee hav<e called the attention of both Houses. 
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.lufiTTBB TROM LlJCUTENANT-GoVERKOll TjLm. MASCARENE. 

xo Governor Shirley* 

IHE mo5t difficult task of any tome 3s my giving my opin- 
ion on the civil government proper for this Province. I 
-shall, however, proceed in the manner I Jiave . done in the 
|}receding, relating to iertification, and give an account of the 
;governmenft tixat, has spbsisted, and thp aiherations made 
therein, since-the year' J 710, when this fort was reduced to 
the power of ^e crown of Great Britain ; from whence may 
:appear the defects >that may be proper to be amended- 

At thereduiOtioQ of this fort, no capitulation was made but 
Ifor the garrison and the inhabitants ©f the Bantieve^a league 
•Tound the fort); these !had leave to w^ithdraw with their ef- 
fects, ana to dispose of those tbey could not carry with them^ 
for the space of two years. The rest of the inhabitants, all 
over the Province, made terras that winter with the then 
^Governor Vetch, who received them on their submission, ',fa«ft 
•no path was required of them, except of the inhabitants of 
tiie Bantieve, for the time of the Capitulation. 
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*'1ft'ffr*/Jfr:TOrfh(5fc6n cafthcf over Gbv^frtet- ^ncf €*•* 
fliaridef-iW-chit6f over the Ppov^iifc'e, and prit>posed to the' 
French thhubitanls, the tWms agreed oh for them at the t'rekw 
t^ of tlirecht, wbieh ivere to keep their pb^esisionii, ^d eh-^ 
foy the free exercise of their religion, as fei* a* the l^fWft x4 
Great Britain do ^llow, on their Decofflfin|f tiufijects- to iSM 
<irown, or todiipbse of therA, if they cHose to Witiidi^W^Withi' 
ih the Space of a twelve-month. They, to a roafi, chose tte 
Fast, having great promises made to them by tSVo officers, i^etif 
hire for that purpose from Cape Bretorf, then beginnSiig W 
Be settled by the French. But th^se not lending vessels to? 
fetch aWay the Miabitaht?f, liieV ^emam^y and thtrtigh ofteii 
requited to take the oaths 6f fidelity, they constantly rcftis36d^ 
ft. The government, durifig this Jnierval of tithe, Was vesttfiJ 
rfoleiy in the Governor, and in his absence, in the Lieu'tenaritsj 
CoverhoT or Cbnhnander-iri-cfiief of the gafi'isbn of Anriapl>-* 
B^ ll6j^al, ctcept a council of the Captains formed by Uett^ 
jfal Nicholson, which did not cxi^t above Ave or six weeks* 
* Rfr. PhiFip^cante oVer in 1,71 &, Capfairi-Gdtieral over the 
Province; With instructibns to form a Cduncil of the principal 
of the British inhabitanCs ; and tilt an assembly could be 
fd^med, to regulate Himself by the insinictlons of the^Govei^- 
nor of Virginia. Governor Philips, fbfr ^ant of inhabitants^ 
fbrrh^d the council with the Lieutenant-Governor of the gar- 
rison, (Mr. Doucett), who, at the same time, was a Captain 
Ml hrs iregihient, rind hameu first in the list of covhse'HoriS'; hi^ 
Major, Lawrence Ail'mstrohg; the first Captain, Pa^ Ma«ca« 
feric ; Captain Sbuthack, Commander of the Province SchbOn-^ 
er; the Collector, Hibbert Newton ; th6 Chaplain, Deptfty 
Storekeeper William Howe, ^d otheir staff officers of tli# 
frarrison; and'Mr. Adains was the only inhabitant adittitwrf^- 
There viras anfather (Mr. Winriiett) wbo wa$ not then name«(y' 
but in process of time was cailed to the feoard ; but afterWdrds 
dismi$sed[ on sohie disgust. 'Jf he whole humbler Was twelVe ; 
but as it was made up of ii*apsient persons, it was socm re- 
ftuQcd ; and to keep up the number pfseyen, the Cotrhmander-» 
ih-chieF took in Officers of the garrisbn cff; Tjeeiment ; subal- 
tern officers being often judged more cajDdtbl^, inan thei^ Ca^ 
trains, which however has J3rb\'ed of ill cqniSeciueTJce fe'it-h te- 
grtrd to military sitbordiriation, in a {)lace wliei^e ^he civil 
^(iverhtHent had no other m^aris to* support itself btit by the 
military power, the inferior officei's, by bcingadaiRicd to tJfc6 



•MH^ili, fhinkjiiig: tH^flifdvi^ft ataffft tiiefe «u(ieridr officentf 
^he &%t appearance of iiilis< ^ae^ wken Mv. Arm«)l*cnng,. tbea) 
liimiteti&iit^Colpikiei ef Uie r^gimeuli, oaioe) m the abte»a« ^ 
iStoveriftot Phiiijl^ to be-^pder t-h^ owmiaad of Mr; BoticeU^ 
a Ci^in^ \n\h:t ef»m ri^gpoveiit', ^tio wa^ iieutenai)lfc^avei«* 
. nor of t|^ gl^risoii, and as tke first naiMd in the l^t^cqmti 
se()o^$v^QtttfiiaBded m chief oyer, tixe Prbvinceb Ccdpnel 
Artx»9tr<:frig goiiig hoiDe, dbtaimed the oommisriG^ of Lieut^ 
60vef flor ov^r t^ Pi^yince \ but pA bi& tiakiiig upoi> him, a6 
)i$is airrival hefe, the ^fikil of the gaf jrispn^iiew disputes a«^ms^ 
i«(iti^ the Li^iii* Gidmiior of t^ fort ; in. M^iplbf as the pffic^rte 
akk;(i s^]|iae q^e wa^ aii4 ^*^9 anotfaei^ proved of very Ul 
ioi>#e<|<iieilef "io tbie p^c^ and good order of the place* At 
the de^tea^e of Csitohel Armstrong,. 1 foond myself the next ini 
llie Jiat of (:oiu«i|(pitor»^ . - . 

' At Colqtiei Cost)^^ 4fi5easc^ ^^'^^ theaibsem:e pfGt^yejs 
n&t^ P^ilip», thei Vhqle aiihhor jt^ and' ppwev, both civil: aii(t 
ihrUit^i<y^ be«^afii|0 yeilted m me, and wa^ A«Pther cprtoboipate<fi 
#hen hfki Matjei^y wb& gi^busly piea^pd to appoiiit mci 
IMuien^yCmcfpiel ^ ^e reg^nettt, and Lieut.^GoyeKnQr of 
&^ garrisQUy The Ric^ $ the Qfficfi^ are of opinaoa) 
ftiat, es ill the ciyi) ^ovefnment, they recji^ me only 
as pHiE^ inter pares, I can do* nothing put of this fifrt trith«<* 
eut tHe^ participation and consent, not sqinup^a§ tb bend w 
party dlit; Your Excellenciy kiioyrs tqq vvfiUhe ekcfunstancea 
of tne> place ae tp thtn^ nae in thc^ wroag^ if I hs^venot coih 
fiimi^d la^yielf t^ ' tl^is npCio% pti to sfvef^l others of the like 
naturev 1 haye, howe v^^, kept Q|) the fom of governident aa 
I found it, haviiig ccmforihed tp (be f^s^utions taken i^e^ 
4i\^ in^^bat did w>i depend onfk s%c^p^cj or military opera^oqa^ 
and, iiY Ibis lafl, I genially confuU^ibe Captains of m^no£ 
irar, when ariy wpff hef^, a^d tbe papains of the troops um^ 
der my command. ' ' '* '"* ' 

Governor Pt^lip^ Havii^g f^ro^fid ^e, founcil as befora 
mentioned, issaed out a proi^^mlio^ &^9(i^^ng the French 
h^ihabhantis to take the oaths of aUV^^^f^ p^^ the same termo. 
^i&red totbem as befoi^, tfapMgh tf« Umf prescribed had sa 
kmg ago been elapsed^ '^uttbcsse inhabitants ^general stili 
Refused it, alledging, that they had been detaip^ contrary td 
their <te8irc, whk:h indeed was partly true, as p^^^ral VfU 
flhoisdn had declared they should not aq^art in vessels beings 
l^i^ilt QJft St^alish gtouad^ or En^iali boupms, and ti^it it b^ 
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longedto the Frmoh to come and fetch them in tbeir owiw 
Govei^jor Philipa wrote home for fresh instructions how to 
aci in this emergency, applying for more forces to prevent 
ihe French inhabitants from going away in a tumultuous andi 
^Ksorderly manner, or for bringing them into a due subjec*. 
lion ; for which he desired, if I remember right, two regi- 
ments, besides the fpur companies of his own, then at. Anna-: 
poiis Royal, with proportionable shipping to transport these 
troops as occasion should require, and this in a time of pro-. 
&und peace, and when these inhabitants were not. above a 
third of the number they are now increased to. In answer^ 
be was directed, not to. use any violent measures, but to en- 
deavour to keep the people easy till, at a proper time, it 
might be resolved how to proceed in this case. 

The Governor went home in 1722, and thing?, remained iOj 
this situation, under the administration of Mr. Doucett, Lieut. 
Governor of Annapolis Royal, and President for the time be- 
ihg^ over the Province, till Mr. Armstrong, having bepji ma^de 
Lieutenant-Governor over the whole Province, returned in 
1725, and found means to bring the inhabitants to take the 
oath to the government ; but. on Governor Philips returning 
some years after, these inhabitants complaining that this oath 
kad been extorted by undue means, his Excellency brought 
them at last to take it willingly, and the same was tendered^ 
and taken, in general, by all the men of competent a^ge, in all 
the settlements of this Province : the tenor of this oath is in- 
serted in the papers inclosed. . The word true being inter- 
preled fidtle^ Ixas made it to be. called the oath of fidelity. 
- The French inhabitants intended to have a clause, not to 
be obliged to take up arms against the French, which, though 
not inserted, they have always stood was promised to them, 
and I have heard it owned by those who were at Minas whea 
the oath was administered at that place, that such a promise 
was given to them in writing. This oath was reckoned to be 
Kttle binding with people who had missionaries among them, 
supposed always forward to dispense the keeping it, and rea- 
dy to absolve them on the breach of it. But hitherto the 
contrary has been evident ; some of these priests having pub- 
licly declared that they would refuse the absolution, even at 
the point of death, to any that should join in arms with the 
French, and this at the time that Duvivier was At Minas and 
*ome of his officers, at the sermon where these words were 
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pronatmcc(J. Their plea with the French, who pressed theft 
to lake up arms, was their oath, their living easy under tbfe 
government, and their having no complaint to make againsft 
it. Your Excellency is acquainted with the means 1 have 
used for keeping this people and their priests in that tempei^* 
The using any force or violence against them, especially 
when the enemy was continually pouring into this Province, 
might have drawn on very fatal consequences. 

To keep up some form of government amongst the French 
inhabitants, Governor Philips ordered them to choose a cer- 
tain number amongst them, under the name of deputies, to act 
in behalf of the people, in publishing his orders, and making 
applications when therr occasions should require ; which was 
ticcordingly obeyed. This river, divided into eight districts 
or hamlets, has eight deputies ; the other settlements, mostly, 

-four each; in all I reckon twenty-four. They are every 
year newly chosen on the tenth oi October, the anniversary 
of the king's coronation, and of the taking of this fort. They 
are invested with no judiciary power, but are appointed often 
as arbitrators in small cases, where, if any of the parties are 
not satisfied, appeal is made to the Governor or Commander- 
in-chief, and Council. These differences, mostly in meufti 
and tuum, were settled before the board, at three set times of 

• the year, when the people of the several settlements up the 

' Bay, used to resort for judgment on their pleas ; but, sinde 
the war, have been postponed to be composed in more peace- 
able times. These inhabitants, thouf:;h not one in a hundred 
can read and write,' speak generally with good sense, and 
plead their own cases; but as they can only spfeak the 
French tongue, it is tedious for those members of the Council 
who do not understand that languge, and must have the sub- 
stance repeated in English, before they can give their opin- 
ion. How far the power of this board extends, has been of- 
ten a question ; some exteuding it to all cases :• others, again, 
reducing it to a mere power of arbitration. It is happy, in 

' this perplexity, that no crimes of a capital nature have oeen 
committed for these thirty-eight years, except to what re- 
lates to the defection of some of the inhabitants. A boy, in- 
deed, set his master's hoiise bti'flrt^, on which application was 
made at home, but no arisWer recjeived. 

There are hero, persoffe'pfejtfdiced against the French in- 
habitants three different ways* The first is, by an imbibe^ 



potion :that all «i^o b«artUe nfiofie ^f Ftrepch^muinl -be rnat^r^ 

rspemies G^ Great Britain j (he secoDc), from viei¥9 pC mterei|t 

^pd othor rolation^ and those, so affected, though j|i public 

.tb^j paptipup dowi> t)ieii^ inhabita9lt^, yet, i^nd^rl^nd, fevqiir 

them, j^nd are partial toward^ those by whom they find their 

.being originally from another lotion, and ^ifienng in iap- 

guage, qiatiners, relation and religiop, no better than in .a coa- 

tinual state of rebQllion, ^od are e^er talkif^g of outingtheqf}, 

rtraosplapUng or destroying them^ without considering the 

xircums^oces thiff Province jia^ lately beep, and still iS) iu^ 

mpd the fatal consequences that pijght^bave ensiled from any 

yiQl^nt m^sjires. Your Exce)lepcy loay judge there h^ 

beep DO little difficulty accrued from, the maaaging these dif* 

ferent ^emper9. 

What seems most wanted .herie ^ proper persons to forqi 
ia civil government, there being no British planter or inh^« 
.bitant tnat can properly be 90 called in this Province* Tbe 
.Cr^ch^^of that denomiuatiop, ^s their religion will not allow 
.idf jtheir taking the oath of supr^^iacy, ar«, besides, generally 
X)f the lowest class of fariners^or husjbandpi^p, poor and u^* 
learnt, itb^re beings as 1 meiitioned'befQre, not one in a h^t^ 
dred that pan either read or write* 

By all which, I hope ypur ExceUeocy wiU bave a true no- 
tion of our .st;at€ and coij^stitution^ and be enabled, to poipt o^t 
means to amend it* In which 'I beg le^ve io cemij^d you, 
that th€ state' of a comoianding officer 4s not very aid va^« 
tageoui^, not only tp himself, but €ven to tjb.^ pubUc service, 
.where h^e has potbi^g wj%^<ewith to reward those who b^r 
>have well, and a .coercive power, clpgged with.n^aii^ dilfiQu^- 
ties, over> thosjs who Jb^have ill* 

l am) with great esteem and respect, 

Sir, 

Your most humble and mgst obedient Servant, 

MASCAREI^. 
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ICrrata; 



Page 9j, line 10, for txputaii^n read ixptHtio^ 

16| 13, for canJhctQry read conjllicting. 

17, 16, for allowed a very r* alloned to po$se9S a very^ 

32, . 14, for is read aa;^. 

39, 1 9, for when read where^ 

40, 1^ for at found r^d /o be founds 

45, 28, for beeaute ^Aere r. because although there, ^c* 

52, 9, for coat descends read coqi which desc&(tds* 

54, 41, for birch read 2rarfe. 

62, €, for Caimes read Catmet* 

68, 22, for colonies read co/ourt* 

75, • 29, for eompat «ifig read compressing* 

78, 16, for Minas which read Minos and vjiich* 

78, 2 from bottoin, for an4 Major r^ad tinder Major^ 

8 1 , 36, for Xantucket read KantaskeU 

BO & 82, fqr Co/ctnel Kidknap read Colonel Belknap. 

96, 1 8, for por/t read j^ot^ 

97, 5, for portioji oflqnd read pr^tion ofgoodland^ 
99, 1 2,for quality of the land r^quantity of inferior, l^nd 

103, S\^ for necMary xe^d unnecessary* 

119, 6, for transported read conixeved* 

1 43, 22, for <fcetr ciubtence read his absence^ 

150, 9, for polite read pDlitic. 

1 78 23, for directed read addressed* 

183 30, for immoveable read immorah 
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